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Five insane 4WDs. Four incredible days. One epic adventure 
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TAP TO 

DOWNLOAD 

DVD 231 


PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 48 HOURS FOR THE DVD TO ARRIVE 
IN YOUR ACCOUNT DUE TO PROCESSING TIME 
(WE RECOMMEND YOU TO BE CONNECTED TO WI-FI) 






m RffiOUR fix 


• Access to exclusive, behind-the-scenes DVD footage 

• Sneak peek at magazines and DVDs before they hit the stands 

• Loads of tips, tricks, and insane custom 4WDs to see 

• The only place to win trips with Graham, Shaun & Brenno 

WWW.4WDACTI0N.C0M.au/NEWSLETTER 



ilffSrffiliM’S iMfSr OH OIOO COMMUHITY! 





• Crackin' comps + prizes to be won 

• Your link to Australia's 4WD industry experts 

• Find out when the DVD team is in your area 


SEE WHAT ALMOST 1 MILLION PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT! 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/4WDACTfON 


MASSm OHIIHI 4m m IIBRABY 

Almost 100 to choose from and view on any device 


Save heaps on Australia’s favourite DVDs with these special offers 


,5;^ CHOOSE ANY 1 0 DVDs FOR ONLY $49.90 

^ Includes FREE Snatch Strap 




CLICK HERE TO BUY NOW 


(ind. FREEP&H) 



CHOOSE ANY 5 DVDs FOR ONLY $29.90 




Includes FREE Kwiky Tyre Deflator 
CLICK HERE TO BUY NOW J 






PRADO. UiHY ROUGH IT IN 
LANDCRUISER COUNTRY? 



In LandCruiser Country, yod*ll be thanking your lucky stars you’re in th§ technology-packed 
Prado. It’ll turn mountains into molehills - and piddly ones at that. In Kakadu models, when 
you’re off-road you’re in more than capable hands with CRAWL control^ and Multi-Terrain 
Select system. Make the short trek to your local Toyota dealer and test drive a Prado with 
either the 3. OL Turbo diesel or 4.0L Petrol engine (not available on GX models) today. 


1 CRAWL Control is a driver assist technology and should not be used as a substitute for safe driving practices. 
Areas into which the vehicle is driven must be visually monitored. 




toyota.com.au 
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TAKE WHATEVER, WHEREVER IN THE ISUZU D-MAX OR MU-X. W- 

Everyone has a spirit of adventure. For some it might just be taking the family to that favourite camping spot, for others it might mean conquering the 
most extreme of off-road tracks. Or it might just be that feeling of knowing you have the tools to hitch up the boat or caravan and take off whenever 
you want. Whatever your sense of adventure, there’s a no-nonsense Isuzu ute or SUV built with all the advanced features you need to get you there 
and back - safely and in style. Powered by a super-efficient 3.0L turbo diesel engine, and backed by a rock-solid 5 year warranty and a 5-star ANCAP 
safety rating , the Isuzu D-MAX & MU-X are ready for any adventure. 

Inspire your spirit of adventure at lsuzuute.com.au 


~5-star ANCAP safety rating on 4x4 D-MAX Crew Cab models built from November 2013 onwards and all MU-X models. 
'Whichever occurs first, for eligible customers; excludes accessories and trays. 
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REAL4WDS 


022 BIG BRUSIER 

Could this big 105 series be one of Australia’s toughest? 

084 FROM WRECK TO WEAPON 

Check out how this V8 Patrol has been built into a 
track-tanning weapon 

116 500.000KM AND STILL GOING STRONG 

This off-the-clock Defender proves that buying used 

has never been better 

146 BORN AGAIN 

Jannie converted his V8 HiLux back to a diesel - then gave the old ‘Lux 
the nnakeover it deserved! 
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REGULARS 


REAL4WDING 


052 EPIC ADVENTURE 

See what Graham’s been up to with the boys from Victoria 

072 NORTH BY NORTHWEST 

He re’s a taste of the adventures the Kimberly can dish up 

104 AUSTRALIA S 4WD HOTSPOTS 

We’ve picked our 1 5 best 4wding hotspots so you can 
plan your next adventure 


KEEPING IN TOUCH ■ 
WHO’S WHO 
OUTBACK AND BEYOND 
WORDS FROM THE 
CAMPFIRE 
TOP END TALK 
KIDS CORNER 
GEARED TO GO 
DRIVER PROFILE 
OOPS MOMENTS! 

NEXT ISSUE 


^ TECH TALK 

095 FORM OR FUNCTION? 

The alloy vs steel wheel debate has raged for decades - let’s put it to 
bed once and for all 




137 BUILD YOUR DREAM SHED 

Check out how to build the ultimate shed without breaking the bank! 












* - 






■ ' 


m. 




TIPSANDTECHNIQUES 


063 10 MINUTE TRIP CHECKS 

This simple checklist will save you a lot of headache 


127 BUILD THE ULTIMATE 040 NAVARA 

How to build a HiLux-beating D40 Navara, direct from 
the blokes who own ’em! 
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032 CAMPING MADE SIMPLE 

Camping’s getting way too complicated for our 
likings. Here’s 85 of the very best tricks to make 
your camping experience better and simpler, 
from those who’ve spent years in the bush 
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$2,400 


OPnONSPHCK 


- LA/KjEPOWDCTCa-TOD KfrCH^hr 

vmw raio out aavCH & s/$ $mK 

• ^WAf^R TANK MFH AHOY 
BASHfHATB 

• SHOCK ABSORBERS 

• LARGE ALUM:NtUM TOOL 

• GAS STRUTS 

• RHS/B}RERAaCSUPFOWT 

• STONE GUARD 
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$2,700 
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SYDNEY 

StewrooFn / Mmuhctutlng 
81 Milperra Rdr 
Revasby, NEW 221 2 

Toll Fr^a: 1300 226 737 
Phona; (02) 9774 4S88 


BRISBRNE 

showroom 

Unit3/n Meltwurna Street, 
Rocklefl,QLD4106 

PKone: (0?) 3172 1578 
Mobila: 0403 566 771 


MELBOURNE 

Showroom 

Unit 5/23 ' 25 Nathan Drive, 
Campbellfidd.ViC 3061 

Phone; (03) 9308 9365 
f^obWo: 041 1 792 432 


gicchmpers.com.hu 









The rtew 90 anywhere low profile V^um aoa3er from Domotie onablea you to 

seal meat, fish, chaess, fruits, vsgstabiss and mors in airtight packaging. Designed to keep 
food fresh up to five times longer* than rsfngeration alone. The Domelk: ^^uum sealer has 
manual and automatic sealing 'hjnctlonie, and rune on boltt 12V DC and 24CV AC power, ideaJ 
fof on the road or home. 
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VdCUUnn 5@£d@r 8 ” & 11 ” rolls are bra Free, food grade quality and am fridge, 
freezer, microwave & airoroer safe. They come irt two conveniant 8 * end 11" sealer rolls {3m) 
wihi the Itexibtlity to pre-cut to any size. Visit d0iTtetic.00ilri.eu fqryOur rreafest stockist. 

' MrlDufl l^lohJdr1g ^Hhoeiii cA tsoO ptiv Id VBtxjun Betfno. tTK»e of nw^ ir^KAIhe Bscnga m d lood^. 


www.waeco-com.au 

Fcjt a full range of products on the move; Freacall 1flC0 £1 £1 21 - Vm^ our cataJoguo online 
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NO REST 

FOR THE WICKED i 

I 

P hew - finally caught nny breath! Putting together every issue of j 

4WD Action is a nnannnnoth task, especially considering we put j 

out an issue every three weeks. But this one takes the cake I 
reckon - largely because I just calculated it, and we’ve done 
something in the realm of 20,000km over the past six months 
in researching and preparing this issue. No wonder the beancounters 
keep giving me dirty looks when I rock up with a stubby cooler full of fuel 
receipts eh? 

If you’re anything like me, you’re always dreaming of where to go next. 

Doesn’t matter if the finances or the calendar won’t allow it for months 
- that doesn’t stop that desire to get behind the wheel and just drive. This 
issue, we’ve definitely satisfied that desire in putting together one of our 
most comprehensive features we’ve ever done. We’ve enlisted the country’s 
leading camping experts to let you in on the hard-learned tips and tricks 
that they rely on every time they go bush. Doesn’t matter if you’re just 
starting out camping or you have been rolling out a swag for years, you’re 
bound to learn something from this incredible feature! 

And as if that’s not enough, take a look at where else we went this issue. 

From the Simmo to Tassie, and the High Country just to shoot custom 4WDs, 
and workshops everywhere up and down the east coast. I had a bit of a 
feeling we’d gone further than normal this issue, but it wasn’t until we sat 
down and figured out EXACTLY where we went, that we realised we’d put 
enough kays on the clock to warrant four oil changes. 

Right, now we’ve got the mag together and I’m about to hit the big red 
PRINT button (after reading everything for a fifth time). I’m thinking it’s time 
to head bush. Maybe up the coast for a couple of days this time. After all, 
we’ve got three weeks until the next issue’s due, that’s heaps of time... 

Catch ya on the tracks! 

Cheers! 



Brendan Seymour 

Editor 
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SEE OUR DAILY AND WEEKLY DEALS AT 


UfrS LANDClMSi^R/ 
t.PATROL/JEEP. - 


CALL BRAD 1300 048 991 FOR 


20% OFF 

FLEXY COILS 


' Australian made coils using tsest BHP 
micro-alloy X5k steel - Lifetime warranty 

> Handles and rides superbly on road - 
flexes and travels like an animal off road 
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www.suspensionstufr.com.au 


Call us: 1300 048 991 om 4220 

‘Check compliance requirements in your state. DUrieign nUdOb \M.U 












v POSTIE'S PICK PRIZE 

J Feeling dull? We’ve got the solution for your lighting problenns. 

^ Thanks to Hansa, this issue the winner of the ‘Postie’s Pick’ prize 
/ will score thennselves a set of these brand-new, super-bright 
220nnnn halogen lights from Hansa’s new XXX range. 

With an adjustable beam, blue covers, 100W Osram Xenophot 
globe and stainless fittings, the XXX lights are sure to brighten up 
any track. How do you get your greasy hands on a set? Simple 
- send us a letter that shows you’re as bright as the XXX lights! 


I Email your letters and photos to 4wdraexpresspublications.com.au j 
\ with ‘Readers Write’ in the subject line, or post them to Readers j 
[ Write, Australian 4WD Action, 37 Carnarvon St, Silverwater NSW \ 

T E 

I 2128. Remember to include your full name and the suburb or \ 
r town you live in. | 
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\M LETTER OF THE MONTH WINNER 



NEW LEASE ON LIFE 

I was introduced to 4WD Action five years ago in 2009 when I was 
recovering from a severe spinal injury. My mate Griffo brought a box 
full of magazines and DVDs to the hospital after my second lot of 
surgery to give me some inspiration and hope to get better. After 
reading the mags and devouring the DVDs during my recovery period 
of three years I ended up buying my first 4WD in 201 2, a 2009 ZD30 
GU Patrol. It was stock standard and I bought it at the auctions. I have 
since put on a bullbarand snorkel, 2in lift kit, BFGoodrich all 
terrains, cargo barrier, roof rack, awning and shovel / high lift jack 
holder. I have also chipped the Patrol and installed a compressor to 
reinflate the tyres at the beach. All I have to do now is throw in my 
double swag for when we camp at Bribie Island. I still suffer from 
chronic pain due to nerve damage so I am unable to cope with long 


trips. I can only sit for short periods of an hour tops, so we mainly go 
to Bribie Island for a sand fix. When we are up at our family’s farm at 
Conondale we go to the Conondale National Park or out to Boonah 
too. It has been five years since my injury and I am hoping in the next 
few years to get back up to Fraser Island. I used to go 4WDing and 
fishing with my mates every year for ten years but haven’t been since 
my injury. I also hope to take my two girls and wife across to Moreton 
and Straddie as well, pending on my recovery. I have never given up 
and 4WDing has given me a purpose to keep on fighting. I am so 
grateful to Griffo for reigniting my 4WD passion and to my mates for 
keeping me positive when life was getting me down! 

Attached is a picture of me and my Patrol in the Conondale State 
Forest taken recently. I only work 16hrs max a week but save all I can to 

get more goodies on my Patrol! 
(4WD Supacentre has enabled 
me to get a lot of items for the 
Patrol I wouldn’t have been able 
to afford normally). 

Thankyou to all of the team 
at 4WD Action for keeping me 
inspired through your DVDs 
and stories. I look forward to 
every issue! 

Craig English 
Samford Valleyp OLD 


Craig, I'm bloody glad to hear 
we could be of some small 
help while you were off your 
feet mate! And excellent to 
hear that the back's on the 
mend. Keep the chin up, keep 
polishing that Patrol of yours 
and you'll be back out there 
before you know it. Onya 
mate - hope to catch you 
around a campfire for a beer 
one day. There's a set of XXX 
driving lights heading your 
way, I'm sure you will put 
them to good use. 

Brenno 



ENGINEERING INSIGHT 

I read the recent Letter titled TRITON NO GOOD in edition 225 and 
thought I would add sonne infornnation. I work in nnanufacturing as an 
engineer and up until about 2009 Toyota and Mitsubishi were consid- 
ered the yard stick in nnanufacturing that nnany nnanufacturing 
connpanies nneasured thennselves against and aspired to. This is 
because they introduced a systenn to ensure nnanufacturing quality that 
was called 5S. The 5S systenn focused on quality as being of the utmost 
importance and meant that they could consistently deliver on customer 
expectations within budget. 

Unfortunately companies like Toyota and Mitsubishi have been unable 
to deliver on a long term sustainable platform under 5S. The problem with 
Toyota & Mitsubishi has been the involvement of third party suppliers, and 
their inability to deliver on the 5S mantra as they do in Japan. 

Think about how many recalls you have heard Toyota involved in in 
the last five years - probably five times as many as you would have 
heard of in the previous ten years. 5S is a great system, but by 
choosing to involve third party suppliers many companies like Toyota 
or Mitsubishi are affecting their reputation, build quality, with 
increases in faulty equipment and unreliable machinery. It is a shame 
that they are struggling to follow their own mantra. 

It was a great system to work by but it is a lot of work to maintain. 
Initially Toyota wanted to prove a point because 5S was in its infancy. 
They proved the point and that’s where it started losing momentum. 

Just for the record I have a Great Wall X240 and it is a great truck, I 
have done Fraser, Cameron Corner and the Dingo Fence. $21 K, 
82000km on the clock and happy as Larry. 

Glen Evans, via Email 



Thanks for writing in Glen, a very unique and interesting bit 
of perspective! 

Overall both Toyota and Mitsubishi build mostly quality 
bits of gear - I've owned plenty of both, though they've been 
a lot older than what we're talking about here. Whether or 
not a vehicle has faults is one thing - they're incredibly 
complex bits of machinery and are bound to have the odd bug 
here or there - but a true mark of a good manufacturer is 
how they stand by their product with warranty support. In 
this case it sounds like Mitsubishi are doing right by the 
owner which is a refreshing change from some of the horror 
stories we've heard relating to some manufacturers. Great to 
hear you've been having a good run with your Great Wall too. 
Thanks again for writing in, this is great info that I want to 
pass on to our readers. 

Brenno 


Got a tricky tech question that you can't get answered? Different 
mechanics or mates telling you different things? Maybe you're 
not sure if you're getting the sales answer or a real one. Just 
email us a detailed description of your problem to 
editorial(B4wdaction.com.au and we'll enlist our panel of the top 
industry experts to answer your questions. It's advice you can 
trust, every single time, and it's a service we're offering free to 
you as a reader of 4WD Action. 


BAD VIBRATIONS 

I have a 2003 GU Patrol TD42Ti coil ute that I’ve only had for a month, 
no lift yet. It’s running 33in KM2s on Nissan steel rims. I’ve noticed 
sometimes doing around 80-100km/h on the highway I get a pretty bad 
vibration through the vehicle and can also feel it through the steering 
wheel. Looking around on forums it seems quite common but everyone 
has their own opinions like drive shafts, unbalanced wheels or 
clutches. I rebuilt my hubs and replaced wheel bearings last weekend 
but it’s still there, thinking it could be my wheels aren’t balanced? 

Jacob De March! 

Mud tyres can go out of balance due to damaged tread, or mud build 
up from off-roading so definitely get them looked at as it shouldn't 
cost you much and can be done fairly quickly by your local tyre 
shop. Then, work through a process of elimination. Firstly I'd check 
the caster angle and bushes to ensure correct diff angle and 
position. Generally a 2in lift will need 2° caster, a 4in lift will 
require around 4° of caster. Secondly, check that your steering 
damper is functioning correctly. You can check this by jacking up 
your 4WD and turning your wheels left to right - make sure there is 
no binding or sticking. If you remove the damper, compress and 


extend it with your hands and make sure there is smooth resistance 
in both directions. Add those options to your troubleshoot list and 
hopefully you'll come out on top! 

Brad Green 
Suspension Stuff 
PH: 1300 048 991 
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ISOLATOR OR CHARGERp WHAT'S SMARTER? 


I have a new BT50 and ann Looking at doing a dual battery set-up. 
Everyone seenns to be running with a DC-DC charger on these new 
utes. I asked an auto electrician at work about thenn and he says 
there is no need to run one unless you’re charging long distances 
to counter the voltage drop. He says all I need is a Redarc isolator 
and the snnart alternator will work fine. Is this true or is there a 
reason everyone is running these chargers, or is it just a way for 
the sparkies to nnake a bit of coin? 

Zac Scott 

Hi Zac, your question about battery systems is a common one. 
The simple answer is this, we use DC to DC chargers because 
they can charge your auxiliary battery to 100% and a simple 
isolator of any type can't. Redarc's own specifications on their 
isolators are between 60% to 70% charge in the aux battery at 
most. This goes for every vehicle, not just the ones with the 
new style of smart alternators. The new style of alternators 
can actually make the charge percentage worse because of 
their low output voltage. 

Tony Buckley 
Adventure Auto Electrics 
PH: (07) 3285 4534 

W: www.adventu reautoelectrics. com.au 



TURBO TUNING TEMPERATURES 

I have a 2000 HiLux with the 5L motor. It has a Mitsubishi DTS TD04L- 
13G part #49377-051 10 turbo fitted. The motor has just been rebuilt and 
the exhaust temperature after the turbo reaches 650° on a long gentle 
slope, holding at 1 0Okm/h. I can’t tow a small boat on the highway at 
lOOkm/h without having high exhaust temperatures. The boost is 
running at 1 0psi, there’s no snorkel or intercooler fitted, water tempera- 
ture is normal and additional temp measurements on the head are at 
82° to 86°. On a prolonged range crossing it reaches 93°. A different EOT 
sender and measurement device was installed and it measures the 
same temperature. I am assured the timing is correct and the fuel pump 
is set correctly (by a fuel injection service specialist). It does not blow any 
smoke even when it is revved. Fuel economy is 1 5L per 1 00km whether 
towing or empty. How should the motor be tuned to ensure excessive 
temperatures are not reached? Would opening up the turbo outlet help 
in lowering the temperature and, or would it introduce other issues? 
Should boost pressure be increased, decreased or left at lOpsi? 

Allan Nutt 


Firstly I'm assuming the EOT you mention is in Celcius? If every- 
thing is, as you state (that seems in a good state of tune), then you 
simply have to either lower the fuel loadings to lower the EGT or, if 
you want to keep those fuel levels then an Intercooler needs to be 
installed. The fuel loadings are set by a very inconspicuous, simple 
to adjust screw. It's very common to have this simple setting turned 
up a little more than normal. Whilst power is the fun side, the 
offset will be excessive loads and heat on an engine that wasn't 
designed for that. Keep it safer and it will last longer. 

Andrew Leimroth 
Berrima Diesel 
PH: (02) 4877 1256 
W: www.berrimadiesel.com 
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□F THIS ISSUE 

Here's just some of the mechanical, off-road and adventure experts 
who have added their decades of knowledge to this issue of 4WD Action 



DAVE COX: As owner and nnechanic out at 
Mt Dare Station and recovery expert in the 
Sinnnno, Dave Cox has seen nnore desert 
break-downs than just about anyone west 
of Poeppet Corner. The crazy thing is he 
reckons the vast nnajority of trip-ending 
probtenns out that way can be avoided with 
sonne sinnpLe checks, which he’LL Let you in 
on. st arting on page 63. 



BRAD GREEN: As the bloke behind 
Suspension Stuff, one of the country’s 
biggest suspension retailers, Brad Green is 
a bloke who knows what he’s talking about. 
Whether it’s how to get your vehicle 
handling right, the proper way to lift any 
4WD or just one of those tricky questions 
you can’t get a straight answer to. Brad’s 
your nnan. This issue he talks Patrol 
driveline vibrations, and how to diagnose 
that annoying shudder in our Ask the 
Expe rts letters page. 



BROADY: Colin Broad’s the editor of our 
sister publication Cann per Trailer Touring, 
and along with his young fannily has spent 
nnore nights in rennote cannpsites than 
just about anyone. This issue we pick his 
brains to find out his best-ever tricks for 
better cannping - and we bet you haven’t 
heard enn before... 



ABREW LEIMRDTH: It’s a question as old as 
turbos thennselves - where do you fit your 
pyro gauge, and what’s a ‘safe’ level? 

There’s a whole heap of discussion about 
this very topic, so we’ve gone straight to the 
source to get it answered once and for all. 
Berrinna Diesel’s Andrew Leimroth has 
literally fitted hundreds of EGT gauges in his 
career, and he’s got the one sinnple answer 
you can take to the bank. 



LINDA BLDFFWITCH: If there’s a couple of 
4WDers who know the Kinnberley, it’s Linda 
Bloffwitch. Linda and her partner Grant run 
tour connpany, My Aussie Travel Guide, and 
every year show 4WDers parts of the 
Kinnberley that they’ve never seen before. 
This issue we asked ‘enn to outline the 
Kinnberley in a nutshell for those first- 
tinners dreanning of their own adventure - 
see vyhat they rate a s their top five towns. 



MICHAEL HAYES: Mick from Superior 


Engineering’s back again this issue, letting 
you in on more of the secrets the pros use 
to find the perfect suspension setup. With a 
team of engineers behind him, Mick’s 
learned the hard way what works and what 
doesn’t when it comes to suspension. It’s 
the kind of knowledge only a lifetime in the 
trade will teach you, and he’s sharing it on 
page 1 71 . Not bad for $9.95, eh? 


PANEL OF EXPERTS 





WHEN YOU DON’T HAVE TIME FOR SECOND BEST 


With a reputation built on quality and reliability Oztent has been the choice of 
Australian adventurers, helping create awesome experiences for over 20 years. Find 

out more about the range at: 

www.oztent.com 
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2006 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 



S ometimes it takes a few 
goes to reatty work out 
what works and what 
doesn’t. These Lessons 
tend to be expensive 
ones and can Lead you down the 
path of endLessLy chasing your 
own taiL, fixing what breaks and 
modifying what doesn’t. With a 
string of modified 4WDs behind 
them and a number of Lessons 
Learned, Mitch and CaLLie 
Harrison have customised this 
1 05 Series ‘Cruiser to tow, tour 
and 4WD just about anywhere 


they couLd ever want to go. 

“We had a Triton in 2007, a Bravo, 
and a Rodeo before the ‘Cruiser,’’ 
expLains Mitch. “The Triton wasn’t a 
bad LittLe ute and was pretty good 
vaLue. It did okay even though we 
had it Loaded right up. It was the 
best bang for your buck of the three 
of them. The Bravo was not my 
favourite 4WD of the ones I’ve 
owned. I bLew three front diffs in the 
Bravo and it was onLy on 32s!’’ 

Mitch said he bought the 105 
Series in mid-2013 and white he 
paid good money for it, it had 


already had a Long List of 
modifications carried out - the 
kind of stuff they were after to 
make it a capable tourer that could 
get to the places they wanted to 
see while towing the ski boat or 
dirt bikes. It didn’t go entirely to 
plan though, as Mitch expLains. 

“When I first bought the 1 00 
Series I wasn’t impressed with its 
performance. It had an aftermar- 
ket turbo but it either hadn’t been 
tuned properly, or at all. They’d 
just stuck the turbo on and not 
given any thought to the tune. The 


High Country is every Long weekend 
at the moment because it’s only two 
hours away. I think the mag and the 
DVDs are good for inspiration on 
what to do to your truck and where 
to take it. It helps with the trips 
that we want to do. You see 
something on the DVD and you 
want to try that out. You’ve got to 
get out there and use these things. 
There’s no point sitting at home. 
Sometimes it feels Like there’s just 
not enough hours in the week to get 
out there and use it all.” 

When it’s not towing the boat or 





EGTs were too hot so I put a boost 
controller on it and brought it back 
under control. It was gutless so I 
took it to Denco Diesel in Wagga 
and they tuned it up, but then we 
knocked it back to about 1 1 5hp 
and 1 1 psi as the intake temps 
were getting up there. I fitted a top 
mount intercooler with a thermo 
fan underneath it and turned the 
boost back up. It’s good to drive 
now. We tow a ski boat with it 
while it’s loaded right up and it still 
just keeps going.’’ 

“We did the Cape in it and that 
was pretty good. We didn’t have 
any problems. We went up into 
Coffs for a couple of days too. 
We’ve done a fair few High Country 
trips but the Cape was the best. 
Lockhart River back through the 
Frenchies... we did the Tele’ Track 
and it handled it well. It didn’t 
break anything so that was great.’’ 

“We’re gonna do Tassie at one 
point and I’m keen to get up and do 
the Watagans and Yalwal, but the 


4WDing through the High Country, 
this ‘Cruiser is Callie’s daily driver. 
Locked, lifted, loaded and ready 
for anything, Mitch told us that 
Callie was right at home in the 
driver’s seat of the ‘Cruiser when 
they visited the Cape. “She loved it 
when we were up there. She was 
flat-out through the gullies and I 
was saying “slow down’’, but she 
loved it. I said, “Righto, I’LL buy you 
a little run-around to get around 
town’’, but she said she’d rather 
drive the ‘Cruiser, so that’s that.’’ 

Mitch told us that future plans 
include a front locker to match the 
one already fitted to the rear as 
well as tougher CV joints and a set 
of 35in tyres to match, explaining 
that, “They’re never really finished, 
are they? As an example, it wasn’t 
until we did the Simmo trip with 
the 4WD Action guys that I realised 
I needed a freezer. You’re always 
doing things to them and 
upgrading stuff to make them 
more capable.’’ d® 





LOCKED, 
LIFTED AND 
READYFDR 
ANYTHINE 


1-3 
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» EXTERIOR 


SUSPENSION, DRIVETRAIN & ENGINE 


The Old Man Ennu shocks at each corner and airbags in the rear 
do a fine job of supporting the heavyweight ‘Cruiser until it 
reaches its destination, at which point the rest of the fitout kicks 
into action. There’s not one, but two puLL-out awnings fitted to the 
custonn roof racks of the 105, which also store a set of Maxtrax 
and a heap of other gear that doesn’t fit into the well sorted rear 
connpartnnent. With afternnarket steel bars protecting it on all 
sides and a heap of extra lights to shine the way, this ‘Cruiser 
has everything it needs to go well off the beaten track. Throw in a 
couple of fridges, all the recovery gear you can carry and 
annenities like the hot water shower setup and it’s got enough of 
everything to stay out for a nnonth at a tinne! 



i While the suspension of the 105 had been nnodified long before ^ 
: Mitch and Callie first bought it, that didn’t nnean it was sorted. 

I The connbination of poorly nnatched connponents worked together : 
i to make the vehicle unstable. In short, it had the lift but it didn’t : 
I have any road manners. : 

I “It was all over the joint to begin with,” explains Mitch. “I ; 

i re-did the caster by fitting replacement bushes in the front end, ; 
i but the main thing I found that helped was extending the sway ! 
i bar links by about 50mm. Before this you used to be flat-out 
! keeping it on the road, but now it’s a much better tourer and \ 
: every-day driver.” j 

i Thankfully, other dramas have been limited with Mitch j 

! saying he put a new clutch in while the transmission was out ! 
: being rebuilt. The engine breathes a little easier now thanks to : 
: the 2. 5in exhaust upgrade, but with the retune and intercooler i 
I now sorted there’s not much to do in that department. Mitch 
! says that the fuel economy sat at about 1 7L/100km before the : 
i tune, but even that’s not too bad considering the weight is up 
j there at 3. 5T. There’s plenty of diesel on board in any case 
! thanks to the Long Ranger 160L fuel tank that takes the place i 
! of the spare wheel beneath the rear of the vehicle. While the : 
j engine and transmission side of things is now as the owners i 
i want them, the rest of the driveline may well cop an upgrade ! 
j or two in the future. : 

j “I’d like to fit a front locker to it as it could do with some help 
i every now and again. I’m upgrading to 35s so I’m carrying spare i 
: CVs and I’m basically just waiting for the diff to blow. When it _ 
: does I’ll fit another ARB air locker and we’ll be good to go.” ! 









4 INTERIOR 


One of the first changes we noticed when we Looked inside the 
driver’s connpartnnent was the addition of two analogue gauges 
to the dash fascia. We didn’t recognise the brand but the install 
looked neat so we asked what the story was. 

“They’re just Ebay cheapies,’’ Mitch laughs. “There’s a boost 
gauge and one for EGTs. To begin with I thought the EOT gauge 
was reading incorrectly because it was showing higher tennps 
than I expected, but when I had the tune checked it turned out 
that the gauge was spot-on and the engine was actually running 
quite a bit too hot.’’ 

The rest of the cabin is fairly typical of a daily driver turn 
weekend warrior with a Black Widow glove box tidy nnaking up 
sonne space that the snnall Waeco takes up sitting between the 
front seats. There’s the usual GM radio and Hema GPS combo 
but the other end of the truck is where the action is. 

The ‘Cruiser was fitted with a basic drawer system by the 
previous owner but like the suspension upgrades they weren’t up 
to scratch and lacked a little functionality - something that Mitch 
set about fixing himself. 

“The whole thing just works together how it’s all set up. I put a 
few dividers in the drawers to make little storage compartments 
here and there which made a big difference. It was all there 
before but it was all really basic. Now it’s more usable for how I 
want to have it and the more practical layout actually fits a lot 
more stuff.’’ 


Mitch has customised the drawer system with dividers and ^ 
pockets that neaten things up and has also added a fridge slide 


Mitch s biggest fan is under the bonnet 
Sorry mate, someone had to say it! 


m 



m 





Cold drinks anywhere. Perfect! 


ITS GOT ENOUGH OF 
EVERYTHING TO STAY OUT 

KTA TIME 


2006 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 








VEHICLE : 2006 Toyota Land Cruiser 

ENGINE: 4. 2L diesel six-cyLinder _ 

GEARBOX: Five-speed manuaj 

SUSPENSION: 1 _ _ 

FRONT: Old Man Emu shocks 

REA R: Old Man Emu shoc ks 

TYRE S: BF Goodrich KMf ^ 

WHEELS:.16in steel""’ . 

OTHER GOOD GEAR: ARB steel winch bar, steps and rear bar, 
custom brush bars, custom roof racks. Warn 95001b winch, ARB 
air locker, 2 x IPF spotlights, 32in 55w light bar, 50in 55w light 
bar, Redarc dual battery system, EOT and boost gauges, GME 
TX3320 radio, Flema GPS, drawer system, ARB 60L fridge, 

Waeco 6L fridge, 1 60L Long Ranger fuel tank, 45 L water 
bladder, ARB air compressor, 9L air tank. Bushranger hot water 
shower_system 



"YOUSEE 
SOMETHINE ON 
THE BVn AND YOU 
WANT TO TRY 
THATOUTr 



DON'T PAY UP TO $2000 ELSEWHERE Walking ‘ 
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WITH OUR IN BUILT 
L FRIDGE SLIDE j 


WITH OUR COMBO DEALS 


PREMIUM DRAWERS 
AT WHOLESALE PRWES 


BEAinilFUB 


'HANDLES 


INSIDE ANDmuTl 


QUALITY GALVANISED 
STEEL FRAME 


POPULAR 

SELLER 


FULL FITTING KIT INCLUDED 
(EASY I PERSON DIY) 


vtuEO www.titandrawers.com.au 
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COMPARE OUR QUALITY 8 PRICE BEFORE YOU BUY ANYWHERE ELSE 







Flexiile Solar Panel 

Light, Portable or Easily Mounted 

Also available in SOW 




|/ Silent, reliable, lightweight 
I Everything included ready to use 
Mobile or easily mounted 
•/ A grade monocrystalline cells 
|/ Power your fridge, lights, TV and more 


ITECHWORLD TAKES 
PORTABLE SOLAR POWER 
TO A WROLE NEW LEVEL. 


Airflex - the original and still the best flexible solar panels are 
available at Factory Direct Prices. 

Wont to power your fridge, TV, lights and more when you are 
on the move? 

iTechworld solar panels are simple to use, lightweight and 
reliable. Australia’s first flexible portable solar panel 
that charges even in partial shade, they are designed 
to provide worry free power wherever you may go. 

For anything and anywhere you need portable power, 
simply place iTechworld solar panels in the sun for free, 
convenient power. 

The Airflex is easily mounted and at 3kg are light weight 


CaR NOW 1300 403 240 

iTECHWORLDcoM Ru 


Shop 14/49 
Great Eastern Hwy, 
RIvervale. WA 
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JIVQPDS POINT 


TURN YOUR SMARTPHONE OR TABLET INTO A 


POWERFUL OFF-ROAD GPS 


Accurate GPS tracking 
No phone reception required. 
Bundled with mcredible 4WD maps 


App Store 


MUDMAP 


www.mud-maps.com 
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• How to cut the camping gear you need to carry in half 

• Ways to win back space inside your 4WD 

• Simple tricks for making camping hassle-free 

• The best multi-use items to keep in your 4WD 

• How to save time, effort and money, 
and get out in the bush more! 


OUR PANEL OF 
CAMPING EXPERTS! 

With a combined 150+ years of camping 
experience between em, these 4WDers 
know a thing or two about living life less 
cluttered off-road. 


L et’s face it - the Lead 
up to, and getting 
home from camping 
trips can at times be 
a bit of a pain, even if 
you’re one of the Lucky few who 
have those absoLute dream rigs 
that are setup with every camp- 
ing need aLready in pLace. As 
good as getting away for a 
night, a coupLe of days or even 
Longer is, there’s aLways that 
thought in the back of your 
mind that it’s gonna take hours 
to get everything unpacked at 
the end. Forgive us if we sound 
Lazy, but camping’s supposed 
to be about reLaxing, right? 


And don’t even get us 
started on quick overnight 
trips. Why is it that the 
overnighters need just as 
much effort as the big trips? 
Why can’t it aLL just be simpLe 
- you know. Like we used to 
camp when we were just 
starting out? 

NostaLgia’s aLL weLL and 
good, but once you’ve discov- 
ered that there’s more to 
camping than burnt snags and 
a +15°C steeping bag in the 
passenger seat, it’s hard to go 
back. There’s definitely a 
middle-ground, though, and it’s 
all about camping smart - 




DAI/eCOX 

At the drop of a hat, our Simmo 
Desert correspondent Dave Cox 
has to be ready to head into the 
middle of the outback to 
perform mechanical repairs or 
vehicle recoveries. He’s the 
king of Low-impact, Lightweight 
camping and he knows what 
does and doesn’t cut the 
mustard on a camping trip. 


RAV CLARK 

By now you’ll be pretty familiar 
with our Cape York correspond- 
ent Ray Clark and his pair of big 
80 Series Cruisers. Living in 
Weipa means Ray’s got some of 
the country’s best camping at 
his doorstep, and he’s Learnt 
more than a thing or two about 
camping - especially in the wet 
- both up in Cape York, and on 
an epic round-Oz trip he took to 
get there. 


UMOA BLOFPWfTCH 

Straight from the red dirt tracks of 
the Gibb, are our Kimberley 
correspondents Linda Bloffwitch 
and Grant Hanan. They run My 
Aussie Travel Guide, and have 
been taking 4WDers to the most 
remote parts of the Kimberley 
Longer than just about anyone. 
They’ve even published multiple 
books on the Kimberley, and have 
one of the most sensational 
camping setups that we’ve ever 
come across... 


GRAHAM CAHHL 

Over the last decade our very 
own Graham Cahill’s travelled 
right around Australia once a 
year on average. He’s worn out 
more swags, billys and camp 
Lights than just about anyone, 
and he’s done almost all of it 
from the back of a shorty GQ. 

In other words, the bloke’s all 
about the bare essentials, 
purely out of necessity... 





Learning those beaut Little 
tricL<s of the trade that the 
pros use. And that’s where we 
conne in this issue. We’ve 
enlisted the 4WD industry’s 
cannping experts, those 
adventurers who have nnade a 
Living out of rolling out a 
swag, fronn tour guides to 
destination experts. What’s 
nnore, we’ve then added in a 
whole bunch of regular, 
everyday Aussie fannilies who 
have done the Big Lap with 
kids, to find out their secrets 
for successful cannping trips. 
It’s a connbined 150+ years of 
off-road expertise, and it’s all 


here in this issue. 

The logic is sound. The 
sinnpler you nnake your 
cannping experience, the 
nnore you’ll go cannping. And 
the nnore you go cannping, the 
nnore you’ll refine your 
cannping experience, doing 
away with the things you 
never use. Then, all of a 
sudden, you’ve got your 
cannpsite setup down to five 
nninutes, packing away takes 
not nnuch longer, and you’re 
taking a single box of gear 
away each tinne. You’re now 
cannping like the pros, and it 
starts with this article! 


mneymcsoA/ 

When it comes to remote 
touring with the whole family. 
Camper Trailer Touring 
columnist Hayley Wilson has 
done more than most. She and 
her husband Glenn have 
practically raised their 
children out on the tracks, and 
have visited everywhere from 
the wild beaches of Esperance 
right up the WA coast to the 
Pilbara, Broome and the 
Kimberley. 


couM moAoy^ broad 

Broady’s the editor of our 
sister publication Camper 
Trailer Touring, and along 
with his wife and daughters 
has put some serious touring 
kays on his big Patrol and 
camper trailer. If there’s 
someone who knows the little 
tricks it takes to get your 
entire family out in the bush 
without taking a road-train of 
gear, it’s this bloke! 


MmUAAWeRTOM 

Having travelled with her 
family everywhere from the 
NSW outback to the Western 
Australian coast. Camper 
Trailer Touring travel writer 
Mirella Atherton has seen just 
about every corner of 
Australia. She’s done more 
camping with the whole clan 
than just about anyone, and 
has learnt more than a few 
tips and tricks along the way. 
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PACK SMARTER, NOT HARDER! 




Any camping trip starts with packing the 
4WD. Pick up a trick or two from the pros 
on howto make packing a lot easier 


BE SPACE C0NCIQU5 


THIS ONE TIP 
WILL SAVE YOU 
A STACK OF 
TIMEANOng^. 
MONEYIX^: 


“A fair few people ask me how I get away with a short wheel- 
base vehicle when out on the long distance trips. It’s simple. I 
make the most of the space I have and buy my gear accordingly. I 
don’t carry enormous tents, fridges larger than I need and 
spares that I’ll never be able to use anyway. I also make use of 
‘dead’ areas in the 4WD. Dash storage, under the seats, above 
my head - it’s amazing how much wasted storage space there is 
inside your 4WD.” - Graham 


“When packing the 4WD, make sure you’ve packed in such a way 
that you’ve got access to the things you’ll require first when you 
hit camp. For example, if you’re expecting to arrive late at camp 
and setup for dinner in the dark, then make sure all your pantry 
and cooking gear is at the back of the 4WD. Not only does this let 
you get to it all faster at night, but it’s also packed away, ready 
for quick access for breakfast the next day.’’ - Hayley 


toilet seat to the edge 


1 DAN'S TIP 

For more years than I care to remem- 
ber the main storage ‘solution’ in the 
back of the Patrol was as simple as a 
half-a-dozen milk crates. I used each 
crate to store different gear and never 
had issues finding the stuff I needed. 
Crates stack neatly, don’t take up much 
space and are extremely sturdy. 

< Another vote for the humble crate; 

chop the base out of one and bolt a 
for a quick and portable dunny! 


4WD TETRIS 


“Flave a system to how you pack your 4WD. Not all of us are 
lucky enough to have a full-blown storage system in the back of 
our wagon or ute, so, the good old plastic tubs from Bunnnings 
with the clip on lids are a perfect way to store the gear you will 
need for your adventure.’’ - Ray 


PACK SMARTER 


PRACTICE 


“To pack more efficiently, lay everything out to determine how it 
will get packed and unpacked before your trip. More important- 
ly, practice your packing technique to ensure it’s right and 
always pack the 4WD during daylight hours.’’ - Linda 


KEEP YOUR PANTRY STOCKED 


“By keeping your pantry permanently stocked with all the basic 
cooking ingredients and utensils, you’ll really only need to stop 
for meat and beers when heading off on your trip. This one tip 
will save you a stack of time and money each time you head away 
and by having an organised pantry box you’ll set up for meals 
much faster.’’ - Mirella 


SHARE THE LOAD 


“Whenever you’re travelling with mates, sit down over a beer and 
plan your packing so that there’s no doubling up on gear. You 
don’t need two chainsaws, 4 eskys, 14 camp chairs for 8 people 
or a half a dozen bottles of coolant for a weekend away. By 
sharing the load between everyone, you’ll all come away with a 
heap more space and less weight over the axles.’’ - Ray 


INVEST IN A WATER BLADDER. 


“If space is at a premium inside your 4WD then a 100L poly water 
tank in the rear cargo area is going to be a no-go. Instead, look 
into a water bladder. There are tough ‘bags’ that hold large 
amounts of water and can be stored anywhere from nooks and 
crannies in the rear drawers, to under seats - basically 
anywhere you want.’’ - Ray 
















“If you don’t happen to have a 12V fridge then you can actuatty 
nnake a bit nnore sense of your cooling setup. Instead of having 
an esky packed with party ice, freeze a dozen or so water 
bottles and pack thenn around the food and drinks in the esky. 
Not only does that keep everything cool for longer, but it also 
nneans you’ve got ice cold water for drinking once the bottles 
start to melt.’’ - Ray 


WATER STORAGE 


We all know the importance of drinking water on a trip away. A 
tip here is to stuff a whole bunch of smaller water bottles in to 
all the gaps, nooks and crannies around your 4WD. They’ll only 
take up otherwise useless space and you’ll always have a 
backup of water bottles stashed around the 4WD. 


usmg seat back organisers, map pockets and dash 
helps to make the most of otherwise useless space. 
It s usually the smaller items that tend to end up cau 
the mess inside the 4WD. If you’ve got a place to kee 
bits and pieces then you’ll end up with a tidier more 
setup. - Hayley 


“Every third-or-so camping trip, take note of the gear you 
haven’t touched. If it’s not emergency related then ditch it. You’ll 
free up space, save weight and make the packing process a 
whole lot easier.’’ - Graham 


MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR ESKY 


SMARTER PACKING 


ORGANISERS 


CULL YOUR LOAD 
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GET IT DOWN TO AN ART 


■ “If you’ve been driving all day and hanging for a coLdie, you’ll 
\ want to get set up in no tinne. Speed up the process by taking a 
: stepped approach and before you know it, it’s routine. Get 
\ yourself sonne velcro and strategically place it on poles, tent 
; walls, and parts of the 4WD that allow for things to be attached. 

! Use a pernnanent pen to nnark poles so you know exactly what 
- height they need to be the next tinne you set up, and leave guy 
j ropes at the correct length when packing away. You’ll be annazed 
: how nnuch tinne you save.’’ - Linda 


local supernnarket to put the nneals in, and then it’s as sinnple as 
dragging some coals out of the fire and placing the containers on 
them to reheat your cuisine!’’ - Ray 


QUICK TENT 


“If you’re the kind of family that regularly does quick overnight- 
ers or couple weekends then it might be worth investing in a 
rapid setup tent. They do cost a few quid to buy, but save you a 
heap of time in the long run and ultimately make each getaway 
quicker, easier and more pleasurable for all.’’ - Ray 



DAY LIGHT SETUPS 


“Daylight setups are definitely quicker so plan your days so you 
drop anchor in the afternoon. Sometimes we don’t unhitch the 
trailer from the four wheel drive at all - we set up and pack up 
and then keep going. Get into a routine of making sure 
everything is securely tied down and tyre pressures are on 
target every morning. You’ll find you get much further and get 
much more done if you pull over early and get going early the 
next day.’’ - Mirella 


PEGS AND RQPES 


“Keep three or four extra guy ropes and a bag of pegs some- 
where easily accessible, like under the driver’s seat. When the 
weather turns bad, you don’t want to be pulling your vehicle 
apart searching for extra ropes or pegs.’’ - Graham 
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QUALITY LIGHTING 


“Now this one nnight seenn obvious, but the annount of cannpers 
I’ve seen trying to set up cannp with Little nnore than a head torch 
in the dark astounds nne. Spend a Little nnoney next tinne you’re 
able and fit out your 4WD with sonne proper LED cannp Lights. It’Ll 
nnake setting up at night an absolute breeze and save a stack of 
time ” - Graham 


A SOLAR SHOWER 


“If funds, space or setup times don’t allow you to have a fully 
plumbed camp shower, then fear not; there’s no need to suffer 
the effects of the ‘five-days-in-the-bush cologne’. A solar 
shower bag can roll up into a tiny package and be stored almost 
anywhere. A few hours before hitting camp, fill the bag with 
water and throw it on the roof. You’ll be surprised how long of a 
shower you’ll get out of one.’’ - Ray 


BE FLEXIBLE 


“Sometimes having a Little extra gear at home is what you need 
to be able to adapt to different camping situations. If you’re 
heading off with a mate for a really quick overnighter, then ditch 
the rooftop tent in favour of a swag or quick tent. Likewise if 
you’re off for a long weekend with the better half, then a tent or 
rooftopper is the way to go. Having the right gear for the right 
occasion inevitably makes setting up much quicker. Don’t pack a 
tent that requires an engineering degree to assemble if you’re on 
your own - catch my drift?” - Dave 


KEEP SOME GEAR HANBY 


“Have your insect repellent or wet weather gear in easy reach so 
that you can use either if required, meaning you can get on with 
the setup if you are getting eaten alive or a downpour is in 
progress. There’s nothing worse than pulling up at camp in the 
rain and having to pull half the 4WD apart to get to your wet 
weather clothing - keep it accessible.” - Broady 


ROOF TOP TENT TIP 


There’s a surprising amount of space in the average rooftop" tent 
that people rarely take advantage of, and why wouldn’t you? It’s 
waterproof, padded and can store all your bedding in the tent 
itself. Depending on their size, you can even squeeze a few camp 
chairs under the PVC cover” - Graham 


BLOW MOULDED TABLE 


“Instead of wasting money buying the ‘camping’ tables with 18 
legs and hinges and 35 parts that all go round, just grab yourself 
a cheap, fold-in-half table from the local hardware and you’re 
sorted. Sure, they may take up a little more space than the 
compact camp tables, but they’re also much bigger and easier to 
assemble. Lie it flat on your roof rack for transport and pack 
your other gear on top.” - Ray 


DRINK LAST 


“As tempting as it is to get stuck into a few cold beers when you 
land at camp, delay the pleasure and get set up first. Not only 
will that spur you on to get done quicker and more efficiently, but 
I don’t know about you, but I’m bloody useless at setting things 
up after a few ales!” - Graham. 


BONUS TIP 


If you’re heading out in potentially wet conditions and still fancy 
a few beers by a roaring fire, then get yourself a plastic tub 
from bunnings and fill it with smaller bits of timber packed 
tightly along with some kindling. Once you reach a soggy 
campsite, you’ll be the camper with a roaring fire while 
everyone else is trying to dry twigs with a 1 2V hair dryer. 











KIDS BOXES 


QUICK CLEANUP 


“Invest in a whole stack of takeaway containers and prepare 
nnore connplex snacks and roadside lunches in these. Once the 
kids have had their fill, it’s as easy as lobbing the whole thing in 
the trash - no cleanup, no nness, no worries.’’ - Hayley 


SmiPLE FAMILY CAMPING TIPS 
FROM FAMILIES WHO’VE 
BEEN DOING IT FOR YEARS 

Get the kids out bush more often, without 

causing more work for yourselves — 


“Have a couple of kid specific boxes in the 4WD. For exannple we 
carry a ‘swimnning box’ in the back seat with all the kid’s towels, 
sunscreen, hats and cossies packed, ready to go. If we pull up at 
a swinnnning hole, just grab the whole thing out and off you go - 
no nnore runnmaging through the car looking for bottles of 
sunscreen and towels.’’ - Hayley 


HAVE AN ITINERARY 


“Have a plan on what you want to do before you arrive at your 
destination. Whether it’s for the kids or the entire fannily, 
occupying thenn fronn the start nneans that you can enjoy yourself 
and stop looking over your shoulder every 5 seconds to find out 
what they are doing.’’ - Broady 


LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION! 


“Think about where you set up to camp. Take into consideration 
the wind direction, how much protection you will have from the 
morning sun before your campsite becomes a hot-house, and 
what position you personally like or prefer. Get this right and 
you’ll feel like you are in the best campsite in Australia and the 
kids will be much more comfortable and relaxed.’’ - Broady 









Just as you would do at 
home, have all of the kid’s 
toys packed into a snap lock 
crate. This’ll ensure 
everything is in it’s place 
and there are no tantrums 
from lost toys! 


DAY-TRIP PACK 


Pre-pack a backpack with a few 
basics so you’re always ready for 
a day trip. Toilet paper/tissues, 
matches, a water bottle, 
muesli bars and sunscreen are 
always handy. When you pull 
up at your destination, throw in 
your handheld GPS (if you’re 
doing a hike), grab the extra 
water bottles and you’re set to 
go. ” - Hayley 


TRAV'STIP 

J At the end of the day, nothing is more 

;V important than making sure your 

family is safe when out in the bush. 

One thing I would recommend to any 
parent is to spend the short amount of 
to get a first aid certificate and 
■ -- 1 jp, g quality first aid kit. 

en if the additional space means you miss out on that small 
a of Leao. it’ll be worth it in the peace of mind you gain. 










PRIOR PLANNING 


“If you’re facing a big day in the driver’s seat with the kids in the 
back, then it’s a wise idea to spend a few extra minutes at camp 
the night before prepping the kid’s lunches and snacks. This 
means you can haul into a rest stop for lunch and actually have a 
break yourself rather than prepping meals and dealing with 
clean-ups.’’ - Hayley 


HRE SAFETY 


“Although we all love a big roaring fire, if you’ve got especially 
young kids you might be a little apprehensive about letting them 
get too close - rightfully so. You don’t want to can the fire all 
together, so why not take along a fold up brassier? Add some 
sticks, marshmallows and just a little bit of adult assistance and 
the kids will be over the moon.’’ - Broady 


MAKE THE MEMORIES LAST 


“Camping with our parents is one of the fondest memories most 
of us have so make camping special by having family oriented 
games that revolve around the camping experience, and leave 
the electronic gear at home! Better still, create a family 
tradition; have a meal that’s cooked only when camping - you’ll 
be amazed how they’ll remember that for life.’’ - Linda 


KEEP IT CLEAN 


"Set up a rubberised perforated floor sheet inside your annex or 
tent if it doesn’t have a floor or even outside of the annex entry, 
as this will allow grass, sand and water to fall off before 
traipsing it into your camper trailer, plus it’s nice to walk on. If 
the kids are in their own tent, chuck some inside as it’ll keep 
them and their sleeping area clean.’’ - Broady 


GET 'EM INVOLVED 


“Kids love to get involved, just as much as any other family 
member. Have the kids and the better half sort all of the light 
and easy stuff, allowing you to come along and tackle the 
canvas quickly and without delays. By having the kids help 
around the campsite, you’re actually teaching them to become 
proficient campers themselves - skills that they will one day 
pass on.’’ - Broady 


IS that they a need depending on where you’re heading. Don’t take 
their bikes if there’s not really anywhere to ride or if there are other 
activities that will occupy them. Give the kids a headlamp and a 
few little bits of camping gear each, this not only entertains them 
but helps them be more independent and get accustomed to 
camping as adults.” - Dave 


KID'S GEAR 









PACKING UP MADE EASY 


It’s the end of the trip, and it’s time to head home. 
Here’s how to ensure it’s a 20 minute job, not an hour 


TEAMWORK 


“Packing up after a big few days can be a drag, so do it progres- 
sively over a Longer period rather than Leaving it to the Last 
nninute. Ainn to have dedicated storage solutions so things can be 
packed away once finished with avoiding double handling. 
Allocate a person to a packing “zone” which is an area that is the 
responsibility of that person to pack only. It’s innportant that 
before leaving your cannpsite, take a good look around the 
cannpsite for a final check to ensure all jobs have been connplet- 
ed and you and your vehicle are ready to go.” - Linda 


BBO WIPES 



“Sensational! Buy ‘em from the hardware store where they’re 
typically $3 for 1 2 instead of the supermarket where they’re $5 
for 8. One wipe can wash up an entire night’s cooking - start with 
the cleanest items first like cutlery, then finish with the pots and 
pans. You’ll not only save a stack of time, but your water will last 
you a heck of a lot longer.” - Graham 



; “Make an effort to get rid of your trash in a garbage bin before 
you get home. Just in case you end up getting in late, you’re not 
I left with stacks of rubbish in the back of the 4WD overnight. Most 
j major campsites have rubbish dump points, however if not then 
■ haul into the first roadhouse and see if there are some dumpsters 
3 out the back - ask first.” - Linda 


WATER-PROOF TUCKER BOX 


“Get one! Keep all your cooking gear in it and it’s ten seconds to 
get it out of the vehicle instead of rummaging through your 
drawers. Another cracking use here is to throw all your dirty 
cutlery into one and soak in some soapy water to make for an 
easier clean up.” - Graham 


RECOVERY GEAR STORAGE 


“Grab yourself a couple of sand bags from a hardware store - the 
hessian type with a plastic liner. Throw any filthy recovery gear, 
clothes and shoes into these bags and throw them up on the roof 
with the bag securely closed.” - Ray 














WINE CASK BAG 


We’re not advocating that you go out and 
detiberatety drink a cask of wine purely for this 
tip, however it’d be rude to waste good wine so 
take that as you wilt. A hunnbLe wine cask bag is 
one of the greatest nnutti-use itenns you can 
carry. They can function as an ennergency 
piLLow, driver’s Lumbar support in the seat and 
even be used when packing the 4WD. Jam the 
bag down the side of a storage container and 
Lightly inflate it till it compresses the rest of the 
gear in there. It’ll stop rattles and provide some 
much welcome padding. 


SHADE CLOTH 


“Carry a length of shade cloth to use as a ground tarp 
under your swag or tent. Keep it somewhere handy so 
you can bung it down on the ground before you roll 
your swag out. The cleaner the swag stays, the easier 
it’ll pack up.’’ - Dave 






10 ESSENTIAL BITS OF GEAR 

YOU NEED IN YDUR CAMP SETUP 


It’s good to have all the gear you need but aside from emergency gear, don’t go 



' overboard, only take what you need 

I 


"The humble camp oven can account fora dozen bits of cooking 
gear and is a real jack-of-aLL-trades piece of kit. Depending on the 
exact style of oven you use, the lid can be used as a bush frypan, 
the base can boil water, cook rice, steam veggies as well as the 
usual raft of meals that can be cooked. If you’re looking to 
minimise your gear, then get familiar with your camp oven!" - Dave 


CAMP OVEN 


CHAINSAW 


“A once off investment in a chainsaw will save you stacks of cash 
in the long-run over buying bags of wood. Not only that, but 
you’re not storing all that wood in your 4WD from home as you’re 
just cutting what you need, right where you need it.” - Graham 




I 





CAST-IRON FRYPAN 


"Cast iron cookware’s the ultimate - bung it straight on the fire 
and you’ve got yourself a hot surface to cook tucker. One good 
heavy-duty frypan’s all you need - spend a little extra initially 
and you’ll have something you’ll camp with for decades. Look for 
one with a cast handle.” - Graham 


GOOD QUALITY KNIFE 


"This might be the inner boy scout coming out in me, but as a 
camper, a 4WDer, a fisho and a hunter I reckon a good outdoor/ 
camping knife’s as useful as they get. We’re not talking machetes 

or pig-stickers here, just something small enough to keep in your A large tarp is one of the most 
console, with both serrated and flat edges.” - Graham versatile things you can carry 

in your camping kit 






Definitely one of the best inventions of the past 10 years. I’ve 
bought and used enn all - fronn the $5 4WD show specials, to the 
$100 you-beaut ones. They all work well, and they all get lost 
just as easily, so I reckon buy in at the lower end of the scale 
first, and think about upgrading later.” - Brenno 



A QUALITY TARP 


“Whether for shade or rain shelter, a large quality tarp can keep 
everyone in your convoy dry and free to nnove around at camp. 
Forget about taking the Shangri La of dome tents, it’ll only take 
up a tonne of space and be a burden to set up and pack away 
- especially if wet. Strung between a few trees, the humble tarp 
can provide quick and easy shelter as well as taking up bugger- 
all space in the 4WD.” - Ray 



“It’s just too easy to throw a bbq plate over some coals and have 
a perfect cooking setup ready to go. They don’t cost much, can 
pack flat almost anywhere and are pretty darn easy to clean - 
you’d be crazy not to get one." - Mirella 
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AWNING 


I tell ya what, after being fairly late to 
fitting an awning, I wouldn’t be caught dead 
without one these days. Doesn’t matter if 
it’s stinking hot or pouring rain, they’re 
awesome bits of kit and so quick to setup.” 
- Shauno 


FIR LIGHTERS 


“Carry a small box of fire lighters in a 
waterproof container or in a sealed plastic 
bag. They’re the perfect thing for getting a 
fire going when your kindling is a little 
damp.” - Dan 
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FOREETABOUT 
TAKINE THE 
SHANE HI LA BF 
DBME TENTS 


BONUS TIP 


If you’re planning a big - and we mean big - trip 
like a Simpson crossing, or the Cape, then 
consider going away for a weekend, packed 
exactly as you would for the bigger trip. This 
dress rehearsal will let you spot any planning 
issues or packing problems before you hit the 
road on your dream adventure. 


BLOCK SPLITTER 


“If you’re talking simplifying, and 
multi-use items, you can’t go past a block 
splitter. They aren’t designed to chop 
wood, but that’s what your chainsaw’s for. 
You’ll need to split the rounds you cut 
with the chainsaw into nice useable bits, 
and in a pinch can be used to drive pegs 
into hard ground if you don’t have a 
hammer.” - Brenno 






EASIER TUCKER ON THE TRACKS! 

Forget burnt snags - becoming a bush master chef is way easier than you think 



TAKEAWAY TUCKER 


If you’re not the Masterchef type, why not buy sonne take away 
nneats, freeze and cryovac thenn? You can even use sonne 
Leftovers fronn honne frozen and packed in the fridge. Defrost the 
satchels by placing thenn in your fridge which will also keep 
other food itenns cooler in the process. Innagine pulling up to 
cannp, heading up a few leftover nneals and then chucking out the 
containers - dinner doesn’t get nnuch easier than that!” - Linda 


KEEP IT SIMPLE 


Keep both your recipes and the 
ingredients simple. Four or five 
ingredients, including any spices or 
drop in items like tinned tomatoes 
and this is probably all you need to 
take to make a gourmet main meal. 
Just remember to always make a 
little extra and chuck the extras in a 
container for the next day” - Broady 


FLAT PACKED COOKING 


"There’s a lot to be said for the good old fashioned BBQ plate, 
just a simple flat plate is one of the best things to cook on, you 
can always find some rocks to prop it up on, or dig a hole and 
make a makeshift fire hole with the plate on top of it, you could 
even get fancy and fab some clip in legs up, so that it all folds flat 
and saves space. When you’re knee-deep in the mud, it can also 
double as an emergency jack-base.” - Ray 


MEAL PLANNING 


“Make yourself a meal planner and try to mix up your meal 
types. Having the same thing repeated for four weeks will 
definitely wear thin quick!” - Linda 


OVER-CATERING 


“Food is something that most people over cater for. I’ve seen so 
many people carry enough food for twice the amount of time that 
they’re away. The result of this is the risk that it can spoil, as 
well as the extra weight and space that it takes up. Pre-pre- 
pared or cooked meals can make it a lot easier at dinner time 
especially if you’ve had to travel late into the day. It never hurts 
to carry a few canned meals and instant noodle sachets, just in 
case things don’t go to plan for dinner.” - Dave 


THERMAL COOKERS 


“Thermal cookers are awesome with a short prep and pre-heat 
time, and then sit it on the back for a few hours and when you get 
to where you are going you are ready for dinner. All you basically 
need to do, is get the meal going in the morning as you would 
normally cook it, then once it’s hot, throw it all into the thermal 
cooker and don’t look at it again until it’s dinner time.” - Broady 


CRYOVAC 


‘To have your meat last longer, ask your butcher to cryovac your 
meat or invest in a machine yourself. They’re becoming really 
popular and you can use this same technique for meals you 
prepare before travelling. Dishes such as curries, pasta sauces, 
and casseroles work a treat.” - Linda 









Peel and slice the bananas into small chunks, 
Spread some peanut paste on the inside of th( 


Layer some banana, choc chips and marshmallows in each 


cone 


Wrap the cones in foil individually and place over hot coals for 
5-10 minutes, turning occasionally. 

Unwrap to check it’s all melted to perfection, and you’re good 


CREATIVE ALTERNATIVES 


LET SOMEONE ELSE DO THE WORK 


LESS IS MORE 


REMOTE PRODUCE 


• 1 packet Waffle Cones 

• Bananas 

• Mini marshmallows 

• Peanut Paste 

• Milk Choc Bits 


“Visit your local butcher for some pre-prepared meals such as 
marinated meats, prepared dishes of goulash or stews, plus a 
whole raft of others available. Cryovac them and simply cut the 
bag open at dinner time, pour it in a pot, give it a quick cook or 
heat up and you’re done. Use paper plates and almost everything 
except the pot can go straight in the bin.’’ - Broady 


BONUS TIP 

A cheap tool roll from is the 
perfect accessory for storing 
cutlery, cooking knives and 
general utensils. They come in 
all shapes and sizes and roll up 
small enough to stuff in just 
about any gap in the 4WD. If 
you’ve got a drop-down rear 
table, use a couple of tonneau 
elastics to secure it to the 
backside of the table, ready to 
go in an instant. 




METHOD 


KID PLEADER 

DESSERT! 

; Here’s a recipe that could become a 

I 1 family camping favourite with the kids. 

^ I It’s easy, the kids can do it and it’s got 
% chocolate - need more? 


INGREDIENTS 


CANNED FOODS FOR THE WIN! 


“Think outside the square with canned veggies - everyone knows 
a can of peas and corn boiled on some coals works, but bung a 
couple of tins of mushies in butter sauce over any sort of meat 
for a seriously good bit of tucker.” - Graham 


USE THAT FIRE 


“Most people know that you can cook pretty darn well on a fire, 
however most never bother. It all comes down to heat control. A 
small pile of coals can cook almost anything to perfection and 
leave bugger-all to clean up.” - Ray 


Often when traveling 
remote, it’s hard to get and 
store fresh produce so you 
need to improvise. You can 
substitute most fruit and 
veges with tinned produce 
and bread can be swapped 
for flat-breads, rice cakes 
or even better make your 
own!” -Linda j 


“If you’re going to go to the effort of cooking when camping, you 
might as well aim to get value for your effort. Plan ahead and 
make enough for at least two meals. Cooking a roast one night 
can easily become lunch the next day and bubble and squeak for 
dinner the day after. Most of us love our dessert, but fruit doesn’t 
always stay fresh for long when camping. To pacify that sweet 
craving, take some dried fruits/nuts and some tinned fruit, as 
they travel well and can be used as a snack or used in both 
savoury and sweet dishes.” - Linda 


“The less you take, the less can break, lose or have to clean. 
Keep it simple - don’t over-complicate things. 99% of what 
you want to cook, can be done with a camp oven, a frypan, a 
set of tongs, a knife and a spatula. The rest is just showing 
off.” - Graham 


ALUMINIUM FOIL 


“Aluminium foil is the camp cook’s best mate - keep a spare roll ■ 
in the drawers or the back of the car. If you forget everything else, j 
you can make a one-use frypan out of it, or just roll your tucker | 
up and sit it on some coals. Some foil also serves to keep your j 

seconds warm while you plow through the main course.” - Ray j 














BONUS TIP 

One tip for cutting weight and bulk out of the majority of 
your trip is to only fill Long range fuel tanks, water tanks and 
jerry cans once you get close to your destination. There s no 
point travelling from Sydney to Birdsville carrying 200L of 
fuel, 1 0OL of water and 3 jerry cans the whole way, when 
there’s a servo every 1 00 kays most of the way there. 
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UP TOP 


Utilise roof racks economically and safely - if items are light, 
use tie downs such as ratchet styles with hooks. I like to use 
tarp “socks” I’ve made. They’re dust and waterproof being 
made out of a cheap tarp sewn on three sides and used for 
anything placed on the roof rack that I want protected from the 
elements.” - Linda 


CAMPER TRAILER STORAGE 


“If it is heavy like a high lift jack or a tool kit we usually try and 
put it in the trailer and pack it lower down and secure so it won’t 
move. We take a swag for the kids and although it is not heavy it 
travels better when packed in the camper trailer because it 
doesn’t block our access to what we need. Depending on 
whether the bulky items are dirty you’ve always got the option of 
storing them in the camper trailer storage box to separate them 
away from your other clean gear. Either way you can wrap 
anything dirty in an old towel to keep it separated. That way you 
can put bedding on top if you need to.” - Mirella 


WAGON STORAGE 


“Now, in most instances you’ll want to place most of your 
heaviest gear down low in the 4WD. The same goes for bulky bits 
and pieces. However, if you’re looking like an after-dark setup, 
or you’re just a lazy bugger that likes to get setup and into a 
chair as quick as possible, then keep things like swags and 
chairs easily accessible, either on the roof or near the back of 
the4WD.”-Ray 


TAKE AN EXTRA FEW MINUTES. . . 


“Storing bulky gear isn’t always easy, and most of the time we 
just try and shove it in. It might fit, but it’s not always effective, so 
try taking a puzzle approach. Put the item into a box that 
geometrically fits with other items so that it can then be packed 
better. Take a few extra minutes and plan where that gear is 
going to go. You may need to move items to get to it, but that’s so 
much easier when it’s not taking up a lot of space compared to 
being chucked in.” - Linda 











EXHAUST BY BerMee 


STRENGTHENED 
HANGER MOUNTS 


UNIQUE PIPE 
THROUGH FLANGE 
DESIGN FOR BEHER 
FITMENT AND GAS FLOW 


INCLUDES LARGE 
DIAMETER TURBO 
DUMP PIPE 


ALUMINISED STEEL 

SYR WARRANTY 

ONLY $750 


409 STAINLESS STEEL 

SYR WARRANTY 

ONLY $895 
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- AUSTRALIA’S FASTEST GROWINE EXHAUST RRANU 


WWW.D0MIN8REXHAUSTS.C0M.au 1800 883 964 
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COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 


► Diesel pump injector repairs 
and servicing 

► Electronic diesel diagnostics and 
performance enhancements 



► Power upgrades to diesel vehicles 

► Turbocharger repairs, upgrades 
and replacements 

► Turbocharger component products 
such as manifolds and ducting 

► Smoke testing and rectification 
of excessive exhaust emission 


At TEC we ore committed to using the latest technologies, 
the right knowledge and the best equipment to correctly 
tune your vehicle. 


problems 

► Diesel engine reconditioning 

► Rapid and other power 



enhancement products 

► Chevrolet diesels, fault-finding and 
rectification, conversions 

► Noise testing & reduction 


212 SETTLEMENT ROAD, 
THOMASTOWN VIC 3074 

MELWAYS: MAP9 Dl I 
EMAIL: info@turboengineenng.com.au 


NO-ONE DOES DIESEL & TURBO LIKE WE 
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272 Hartley Street, Cairns, OLD 4870 
Tel: 07 4030 8400 • Fax: 07 4035 2832 • Ennail: salesOnqcrash. com.au 

no www.nqcrash.com.au 


MORE THAN 
JUST WRECKING 


NEW GEARBOXES, 
REMANUFACTURED 
GEARBOXES, CLUTCH 
KITS, GEARBOX 
INTERNALS 


INTERIOR, SEATS, GLASS, 
CENTRE CONSOLE, 
SWITCHES, RELAYS, SEATS 


TAIL LAMPS, TOW BARS, DUAL 
SPARE WHEEL CARRIERS, REAR 
BUMPER BARS 


ENGINES, CYLINDER 
HEADS, BALANCERS, ^ 
FANS, BELTS, HOSES ^ 


HEADLAMPS, PARKLAMPS, 
LED LIGHT BARS, BAR 
LAMPS, SPOT LIGHTS 


BRAKES, COMPONENTS, CV 
SHAFTS, AXLES, CALIPERS, 
FREE WHEEL HUBS 


TOYOTA 


NISSAN 


MAZDA 


FORD 


ISUZU 

& MORE! 
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CALTEX 


WORDS BY GRAHAM CAHILL, PHOTOS BY WES WHITWORTH 


One tank of fuel, one hour from 
Melbourne, one long weekend - 
and a whole lot of tough 4WDing 
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espite having now 
done so a nunnber of 
tinnes, I always get just 
a tad nervous when 
Brenno throws nne the 
keys to the connpany car and in his 
typically larrikin nnanner shouts, 
“Have fun, don’t bend nny baby!” 

Of course while I have never done 
nnuch dannage to a connpany car, 
there is always a first tinne. 
Likewise, I’ve never seen Brenno 
angry before but there is always a 
first tinne. I guess I had reason to 
be a tad nnore nervous than usual 
and not just ‘cos I was in perhaps 
the cleanest (and nnost nnodern) 
4WD I’d ever taken off road, but 
nnore because I was about to 
spend a few days out bush with 
the lads fronn Double Black 
Off-road (one look at that flanning 
Jeep tells you they don’t nnuck 
around) plus a handful of readers 
who love nothing nnore than going 
nuts on tracks that would nnake a 
nnountain goat stutter; yep it was a 
shaky start I don’t nnind adnnitting. 


We’ve done a few readers trips 
this year and in all honestly, they 
have been an absolute blast, all of 
thenn. That shouldn’t conne as any 
surprise, I nnean regardless of 
background or 4WD or honne 
town, the connnnon interest of the 
bush and exploring it by 4WD 
nnakes us all pretty sinnilar. So as I 
pulled into the arranged nneeting 
place (carefully I nnight add, 
Brenno was still fresh in nny nnind) 
the stoked grins on all the lads 
faces told nne this trip would be 
just like the others. Over coffee 
fronn the snnall country town cafe 
we all did the obligatory tyre 
kicking that we are all guilty of 
when we get to check out 
sonnebody else’s rig for the first 
tinne. The lads had conne 
equipped, well equipped. 

What really stood out fronn the 
nnonnent I pulled into the carpark, 
was just how nnuch work each of 
the boys had put into their 4WDs 
personally. I nnean there were the 
usual off the shelf nnods but for 
the nnost part, there was a large 
percentage of hands-on work 
done to an individual level on all 
the cars. Pete’s GQ was the 
standout for nne (yea ok, so I 
nnight be bias) with every bit of 
work done by Pete hinnself, all to 
an absolutely innnnaculate level. A 
real tribute to the bloke. 


Project GU is looking pretty gnarly these days 
yet its still a comfortable touring rig that Id hap- 
pily jump in tomorrow for a hot lap of the island 
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As I’ve written on nnany an 
occasion, day one of any DVD trip is 
always slow with a Late start pretty 
nnuch the nornn. It took us a while to 
explain the filnning procedure to the 
new lads, set up their in-car canneras 
and generally get things sorted. Of 
course all of this is done track side, 
with gear thrown in every direction in 
a sort of randonnly ordered chaos that 
only works for us 4WDers. With 
everything nnounted, buttons pushed 
and red lights glowing we perfornned 
a couple of practise runs before 
filnning that opening scene and 
pronnptly getting into the business of 
airing down. Finally. 

Now unlike so nnany trips I’ve done 
in the past, the regions we had planned 
to wheel hadn’t seen rain for a very 
long tinne. So dry was the area in fact 
that the fire danger season had actually 
been brought forward by a whole 
nnonth. The bush wasn’t hiding this fact 
either, things looked real dry. This of 
course nneant there was little chance 
we would encounter that one known 
good feature of a DVD trip; nnud. 
However that wasn’t all bad as the 
tracks we had in nnind are gnarly 
enough in the dry, throw in nnud and 
nnany beconne connp truck nnaterial. 
Speaking of tracks, that first day was 
downright good fun due to the fact that 
unlike so nnany hard 4WD tracks, 
where you drive a short tough section 
then head towards another short tough 
section, this day we actually drove a 
long, winding loop of continuous 
obstacles. It was actually very cool and 
sonnething I haven’t seen often. 

Righto, here is a big juicy bit of 
behind-the-scenes info for you; the 
guide we had along for this trip was 
the very sanne guide we had for nny 
last High Country snow DVD. None 
other than Mr Pickle. Pickle knows 
Victoria like a boss and is one of the 
nicest blokes you will nneet. Unable to 
get away fronn work early, the plan 
had been for Pickle to catch us at 
cannp that night so it canne as no 
surprise when we heard hinn conne 
over the UHF clear as a bell saying he 
was waiting at the top of Phone Track, 
keen as nnustard! As the convoy 
scrannbled its way to the top (there is 
a phone tower right at the very top, 
which I guess gives the track its 
nanne) Pickle greeted us all with 
warnn handshakes and a few laughs. 

By this stage it was getting late into 
the arvo with a cannp scene still to be 
filnned. Now, right near the top of 
Phone Track, just after the tough 
section, is a cracking rock platfornn 
that juts out over the hill and fronn up 
top you get epic views right back 
towards the Melbourne skyline. This 
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Obviously we had moved just far 
enough into the mountains to 
receive a whack more rainfall 
such that even after a lengthy dry 
spell, there was a bit of surface 
water lying around. There were 
some seriously rutted tracks 
out this way, some so deep that 
the GU was actually below 
ground level at times. I can only 
imagine these would be off 
limits to all except those who 
care little for their trucks during 
the winter months. 

Pickle had decided to leave 
Rocky Track till last thing. Weird 
bit of country that as the name 
implies; the track looks almost 
man made as the whole thing is 
comprised of small to moderate 
sized lumps of rock, the weird 
part is there are no rocks off the 
track. It honestly looks like a road 
from the Roman era. It’s also 
bloody gnarly! Of course it 
doesn’t help when you are well 
over loaded with camera gear, 
swags and baggage for four 
blokes. That poor old GU; I gave 
it a real hard time getting up 
Rocky but she just wasn’t up to 
the task and I was very aware of 
Brenno and the concept of his 
face going red should I return 
with panel damage. 

The locals in Vic say that if you 
don’t like the weather, just wait 


is the sort of bush camping I love 
to stumble on and I was adamant 
that we head back down and 
spend the night on the rock with a 
view. Of course, it wasn’t nearly as 
big as it looked from first glance 
and fitting five trucks plus swags 
was a bit of an effort but we got 
there in the end. 

A night in camp with Pickle is 
always a fun one and more often 


than not, a late one; this was no 
exception on both counts. I rate 
that camp highly, small campfire, 
great view, nice cool evening and a 
bunch of good blokes to share it 
all with. Those are the things I 
remember the most from DVD 
trips. Of course, sometimes the 
mornings are just a little dusty, if 
you know what I mean... 

Bacon and eggs plus strong 


black coffee fixes most things so 
despite a shaky start, the 
breakfast of champions had us all 
back in line and ready to rock nice 
and early. The plan for day two 
was to head south and tackle a 
bunch of tracks the lads (plus 
Pickle) knew of in the surrounding 
state forests. The majority of 
these areas get closed for the 
winter period which surprised me 
given they are not at elevation 
and would never receive any truly 
bad weather. I really didn’t get the 
logic behind the decision to close 
tracks that are used ONLY by 
4WD enthusiasts and never as 
public thoroughfares. If 
conditions get too gnarly for you 
and your rig, well surely it’s up to 
you to decide to turn around or go 
ahead... am I wrong? 

The one obvious difference 
between this area and the one we 
drove the previous day was just 
how much wetter this was. 






Brenno said when I grabbed the keys to the company GU 


This was one of the neatest and yet toughest 
Jeeps I ve had the good fortune of wheeling with 


five minutes and with good 
reason, the place really is fickle. 

So really I wasn’t the least bit 
surprised when that night’s camp 
was a wet one. The rain absolutely 
pelted down out of seemingly 
nowhere and honestly didn’t let up 
all night. Nobody loves packing up 
a wet camp but sometimes it just 
has to be done. So with canvas 
still soaked we did our best to get 
ship shape and out on the track. 

In the dry, Strickland Spur 
Track is just about perfect; steep 
in sections, rocky and off camber 


in others but with a deluge of the 
sort we had received the night 
before there were sections Pickle 
assured us would be a test. Once 
again, fully loaded the big GU 
struggled in spots but we 
eventually clawed our way to the 
top where I had really hoped we’d 
be greeted by solid views. Nope, 
couldn’t see your hand in front of 
your face; complete white out. 
This whole mountain gets solid 
snowfalls in winter and it’s one of 
the rare spots that you can in fact 
tackle in your 4WD in the snow on 
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WHERE: 

Just over an hour north of Metbourne, we headed from Cobaw 
through Tattarook, Kingtake and TooLangi before finishing near 
Marysville. 

CAMPING: 

Bull Creek camp site in the Murrindindi Scenic Reserve is the pick 
of the bunch when you are near Toolangi, expect to pay about $5 
per 4WD per night. We stayed at free bush camps, the highlight 
being the top of Phone Track with fantastic views over Melbourne. 

WHATTD TAKE: 

Make sure you have a winch. We don’t recommend tackling these 
tracks by yourself so bring some mates along. Each of you will need 
a recovery kit as the tracks around here can be unforgiving - par- 
ticularly if it rains. There should be mobile phone reception in most 
areas but be sure to have enough supplies to be self-sufficient in 
the event that weather changes, or break-downs cause issues. 

BEST TIME TD TRAVEL: 



a pretty regular basis. Now that’s 
something I’d love to throw Shorty 
at! If you get a chance, go check 
that mountain out, it’s a small 
slice of High Country including the 
classic Black Spur Inn, without 
the distances. With the weather 
doing its best to try and clear, we 
decided to head out towards 
Marysville and have a gander at a 
track that wasn’t exactly a killer 
challenge but Pickle said it offered 
some epic views. Well, I have to 
say, I was thoroughly blown away. 
Our stills shooter was frothing at 
the prospect of getting a DVD 
cover slick as we all climbed back 
up that fire trail and Sam our 
cameraman had the drone out 
grabbing as much aerial footage 
as possible. I’ve covered the High 
Country pretty well over the years 
and I have to say that the small 
slice of track we did out Aeroplane 
Track way was one of the most 
spectacular I’ve ever done. 

Keen to finish on a high, we 
decided to head out to one of the 
more impressive lookouts in the 
region, that being Kepple 
Lookout. Now what blew me away 
up there wasn’t so much the view, 
although that was bloody good 


but rather the fact that the little 
town of Marysville down below 
was at the epicentre of the 
horrendous fires that swept 
through the region several years 
before. As far as the eye could 
see, the bush was in recovery 
mode from having been utterly 
devastated, even the lookout 
tower was a new construction 
from the old which had been 
burned to the ground. Nature is 
an amazing beast but so too is 
man, with the residents of 
Marysville banding together to 
get their little community back 
on its feet after what was a 
terrible disaster. 

This had been one of the 
shortest DVDs we have filmed, 
done in just a few days but that 
didn’t take away any of the 
enjoyment. I was totally unaware 
of just how good the wheeling and 
scenery was, only an hour or so 
outside Melbourne. I think you 
would be hard pressed to find as 
good country on the steps of a 
capital anywhere else in Australia. 
I for one would be amped to head 
back, especially if I was offered an 
invite to tackle Strickland Spur 
after a solid dump of snow! 


BLACK SPUR INN 

W: www.blackspurinn.com.au 
PH: 03 5963 7121 


Autumn or Spring offer the best weather and track conditions, but 
remember the weather down here can change rapidly, so be 
prepared for anything. Some tracks are closed between the 
Queen’s Birthday and Melbourne Cup long weekends. 

FUEL AND SUPPLIES: 

Fuel and supplies are readily available in the towns between the 
National Parks, 

ULP:$1.29 
DIESEL: $1.35 

TRIP STANDARD: 

Trips are rated A through to E grade, with A meaning only suited to 
vehicles with an extreme level of off-road modification and E 
meaning perfectly suited to all types of 4WD vehicles. We rate 
these tracks from C to A grade, particularly in wet weather when 
even Strickland Spur and the other ‘easier’ tracks can be 
challenging. 

MAPS AND GUIDES: 

Hema Melbourne 

RESTRICTIDNS AND PERMITS: 

There is no need for camping or driving permits in any of the areas 
we headed through, but remember that except for Cobaw, most of 
these tracks are closed between the Queen’s Birthday and 
Melbourne Cup weekends. Also be mindful of fire bans as these 
areas are sensitive to bush fires. 

CONTACTS: 

PARKS VICTORIA 

W: www.parkweb.vic.gov.au 

PH: 131963 
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SEE MORE COMBO DEALS ONLINE & SAVE 
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NimOCEN CAS CEU. 


nXYUAETHAME BUSHES 


ONE PIECE eniWG ft 36r WE1A5 


RAW NITROMAX FEATURES INCLUDE: 

• Improved comfort and control with a large 41 mm piston 

• Nitrogen gas celt to eliminate aeration in shock absorber 

• Reducing shock absorber fade wilti a massive 60 70mm 
body sizes for extra oil capacity 

• High temperature oil to maintain viscosity under hard 
working conditions 

• Multi ETp viton seal to retain oil at tem^peratures up to 240°C 
« Long lasting polyurethane bushes 

A Additional strength with one piece eyerings & 360° welds on all fittings 






RAW Nitro Max is specifically designed for RAW Nitro Max will significarrtly reduce the 
heavycoil sprung &torsion bar vehicles, using effects of shock absorber fade on the most 

proven trock shock absorber technology with punishing corrugated dirt roads, 

highly tuned valving for 4x4 applications, 

For more info contact the RAW 4x4 team on 02 4949 0000 
or visit www.raw4x4.com.au 


n Find us on 

Facebook 

/RAW4X4 Australia 
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Simple. Smart. Stylish. 



With CME’s TX3120S, you only see the simple stylish design, but 
tucked underneath the super compact chassis is a powerful digital 
hub delivering unique features such as ScanSuite™ - a new technology 
enabling uninterrupted conversations even on congested channels. 



fastei*, smartep scanning 




Dynamic mic with SkHCtrurrt Fnjrc S«HJnd 

in-built speaker ElHCKIflhtlng Minigfmtnt ConUQl Stramhier 
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1300 463 463 
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Prevent 90% of track-side " i : 

V 

problems with our ultra-easy,:; 
daily checklist! 

WORDS BY DANIEL REBER AND DAVE COX PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID WOLTSCHENKO 
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BELTS, FILTERS, HOSES AND RADIATOR 

^ Visually check that your hoses and belts are not rubbing 
against anything 

^ Check drive belts are not frayed or nnissing ribs, then start 
the engine and listen for noisy pulleys and bearings 
^ Check and tighten all hose clannps and check their condition 
^ Look for any leaks or seeping around thernnostat housings, 
water punnps and fronn the underside of hoses 
^ Check for any build-up of dirt, bugs or grass seeds 
in your radiator 

^ Rennove and clean any debris out of your air filter by gently 
tapping it, rather than using connpressed air 
^ Check to nnake sure that there is annple resistance on your 
viscous fan clutch when you turn off the 4WD at operating 
tennps. It should stop spinning within five seconds. A viscous 
fan operating correctly will have a distinctive sound - it 
roars periodically when it’s working correctly 


FLUID CHECKS 

O Check the coolant, oil, power steering, clutch and brake 
fluids and top up as necessary . While each fluid nnay be a 
different colour, any nnilky discolouration is an early warning 
sign of a problenn a head 

O Rennove the oil cap and nnake sure the oil looks clean and 
there’s no obvious contannination 


O Inspect your nnain engine earth cables and clean any nnud 
and dirt away fronn the battery contacts and earthing points 
O Check that your plug, coil and distributor leads are firnnly in 
place and un-dannaged 

O Check battery ternninals and brackets are tight and secure 
O With the engine off, turn the key to IGNITION (without 
starting the engine) and check that all warning lights, such 
as oil pressure and low voltage, are working 
O Check battery voltage at the battery and at 1 2v outlets - 
a cigarette plug voltnneter is an easy way to check for 
voltage drop. Stationary the battery should read 12.6V, 
and between 13. 5-14. 5V with the engine idling 


A quick check of 
the oil can tell you 
a lot about what’s 
happening inside 
the engine 


You don’t need a roll-cab full of 
tools for a morning check, just 
some basic screwdrivers and 
spanners should do the trick 


A ny tinne we subject 
our 4WDs to off-road 
torture there is a 
chance of nnechanical 
failure - period. This 
doesn’t always relate to blown 
diffs and other obvious break- 
ages, but some of the biggest 
headaches can come from the 
little issues gone unchecked. 
Whether you’re bounding across 
the Savannah Way, scrabbling 
your way through the High 
Country, or even just taking in 


the scenery on some local 
tracks, there are a good few 
checks you should be carrying 
out before hitting the road each 
morning. Now, we’re not saying 
you have to complete every 
single check, every single day 
regardless. However, you should 
be working your way through this 
list at least every couple of days. 

Check out these 10 minute 
checks to ensure your trip of a 
lifetime doesn’t become the 
headache of the century! 





EARS, EYES AND NOSE 


UNDER THE 4WD 




SUSPENSION, BRAKES AND CLUTCH 

O Take an appropriate sized spanner and give all shock 
absorber and control arnn bolts a quick go over to ensure 
they’re tight 

O Visually inspect the shocks for any stone dannage or leaks 

O Check for any kinks or leaks fronn brake lines, calipers and 
clutch connponents 

O Keep an eye out for clean areas when you’ve been on the 
dirt - these are usually an indicator that sonnething is loose 
or rubbing 


ENGINE, EXHAUST AND FUEL 

O Always rennennber to look up under your engine - look for 
leaks fronn the underside as well as under the bonnet 
O Give your fuel tank a once over and any leaks will be clearly 
visible - look for wet dust around the filler neck and tank 
itself. Use your nose, you’ll snnell a leak 
O Check very carefully around the exhaust systenn for a 
build-up of dry grass which can ignite fronn the heat and 
burn your 4WD to the ground 

O Check for any broken exhaust systenn brackets or split 
rubber hangers - you’ll usually be able to hear a rattle 
O Check for any dannage to sunnp plugs, diff/gearbox drain 
plugs and transnnission pans 

O With the engine running, check for an abnornnal or rough 
idle. If you suspect a problenn, check fuel for contannination 
and that fuel lines are tight and not sucking air (in a diesel). 
And for a petrol, check the fuel punnp, spark plug leads, 
dizzy cap and ignition coil connections are all clean and tight 


DRIVELINE 

O Give your front and rear tailshafts a quick turn to check for 
any clunks fronn either diffs or uni joints 
O Check for any cracks in CV boots 

O If you’ve been driving hard, then it’s worth jacking up one 
front wheel at a tinne and checking for any play in the wheel 
bearings by rocking the suspended wheel at 12 and 6 o’clock 
- a failed wheel bearing can be catastrophic 
O Check for any excessive leaks fronn swivel hubs 
O Check steering linkages by rocking the wheel at 9 and 3 


Constant pounding over corrugations and 
dunes can loosen almost any bolt in your 4WD 


It pays to keep an ear out as you’re driving during the day for any 
unusual, or uncharacteristic noises, or vibrations fronn under your 
4WD. Get out and investigate any odd snnells as they could be a 
dangerous leak. When you’re stopped refuelling, just glance at 
the truck. Using your senses to notice issues early lets you 
narrow thenn down, to at very least, a specific area of the vehicle 
to check over once you hit cannp. 
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A small oil weep from 
the pinion seal here is an 
early warning sign of a 
failing bearing 



If BEARING ISSUES 


One of the first indications of a failing wheel bearing is the brake 
pedal will be spongy, do not ignore this and assunne that it’s a 
brake problenn. As the wheel bearing beconnes loose the disc 
runs on a slight angle, this forces the brake pads back. When the 
brakes are applied a second “punnp” of the pedal nnay be required, 
to push the pads back against the rotor, or the pedal nnay just be 
a lot lower than usual. Other synnptonns could be a growling noise 
relative to wheel speed, excessive up and down play in a tyre, or a 
shinnnny through the steering wheel at speed or while cornering. 


f WHAT S A WITNESS MARK? 


Innagine this; you’re driving along an outback dirt road and 
everything underneath the 4WD has a nice coat of red dust and 
nnud. You pull over to have a glance under your car and notice a 
snnall nnark where the nnud and dust has been cleaned away - 
this is evidence of sonnething either touching, rubbing or in sonne 
cases, leaking, creating the ‘clean spot’. A witness nnark is a 
definite indicator that sonnething is nnoving. It can be a clean 
section around a shock bolt, indicating that the bolt is loose, or as 
sinnple as a cable tie wearing through the underbody coating; 
either way, when you notice a nnark like this, stop, look around 
and give things a rattle. It won’t take to find the cause. 





Look closely for any clean patches - 
these are signs of two parts rubbing 



ROOF RACKS, TENTS AND TIE DOWNS 

O Check that all roof rack clannps are secure and haven’t 
nnoved along the gutters 

O If you’ve got a rooftop tent, check the nnounts are in line 
and tight 

O Check, then re-check all tie downs, jerry can holders and 
accessories nnounted to the roofrack 

O While you’re getting off the roof, bounce up and down once 
or twice on the side step. This will help you hear if there are 
any issues with your body nnounts 










TOP TIP 


Outback corrugations and rough tracks have the 
ability to loosen just about any bolt on your 4WD 
over as little as a few kays. Whenever you tighten a 
component, mark the nut or bolt, and surrounding 
metal with a line from a paint marker. This will 
allow you to quickly see if a bolt has rotated. 


in WHEELS AND TYRES 


O Visually inspect all your tyres and valves including spares to 
check for tearing, ballooning or leaks 
O Check as best you can around the wheel studs for any wear or 
damage to the rim 

O Check all wheel nuts and tighten if necessary. A loose wheel 
nut is most likely to occur on the left hand side 
O Check for any rub marks on the tyre to indicate wear against 
another component 


4: ACCESSORIES 


^ DAVE COX 


MOUNT DARE HOTEL 


“Every day I see all sorts of small 
problems with a traveller’s 4WD 
and I usually notice these while I’m 
re-fuelling their vehicle. Loose 
spot lights, number plates and roof 
racks are the most common here. 

Basically it’s the aftermarket 
accessories that are most likely to 
give you trouble. 

But definitely the most common issues I see people having is 
tyre damage that goes un-noticed and unchecked. In fact, most 
issues people have when traveling remotely come down to them 
not taking the time to really look at their 4WD. It doesn’t take a 
100 point safety check to catch an issue, just use your eyes and 
look. When you’re checking tyre pressures, inspect the tyre. When 
you stop for lunch, sit back and look at the 4WD - you’ll spot most 
issues without having to even open the bonnet. You’ll spot a 
broken exhaust, a torn mud guard or an oil leak plus a whole raft 
more issues, and remember; catching a problem early means 


BARWORK, LIGHTS AND EXTERNAL ACCESSORIES 

O A quick shake of the bullbar will tell you if there’s anything 
loose bolts on the bar 

O Check for loose mounts on driving lights and light bars - 
corrugations can loosen anything 
O Give your winch a quick test to make sure it’s working before 
hitting the tracks 
O Do a convoy radio check 

O Most emergency beacons have a self-test function - use it 
O Don’t forget to check your headlights and driving lights are 
working before you set off in the morning. Corrugations 
have a nasty habit of snapping the filament in halogen 
globes, and it’s much easier swapping them out in day light 
than it is at night 


you’ve got all the more chance of making a simple repair rather 
than calling a tow truck!’’ 


Dave Cox, Mt Dare Hotel 
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WHY PAY RETAIL 


SAV^fioRE WITH OUR COMBO DEALS 



NORMALLY $249 
DISCOUNTED PRICE $199 




NORMALLY $349 
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DISCOUNTED PRICE $295 




SEE WHY OUR COMPETITORS 
HATE OUR LOW ONLINE PRICES 






BUY WHOLESALE 









PROVEN DUAL TY 






AMAZ NG PmCES 






• TRUSTED BRANDS 


I • FAST DELIVERY 


GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE 






SEE OUR DAILY & WEEKLY PEALS AT 




www.4wdsupacentre.com.au 
or call 1800 88 39 64 








CHAIRS 


The 330 chair uniquely allows you to choose from 
three inclined positions and offers a padded high 
back and seat. Inspired by the plane of the same 
name, the 787 chair provides exceptional comfort 
with additional padded back support. 

Both premium quality chairs feature convenient 
side storage pocket, large drink holder, generous 
size seat and wide base feet to prevent sinking. 
The 330 and 787 chairs fold easy for storage and 
transport, with a carry bag included. 


330 CHAIR 


VIEW RANGE 


787 CHAIR 
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BOXXER 6 I 


BOXXER 3 


VIEW RANGE 


CUPBOARDS 


Darche’s new Boxxer cupboards feature an 
easy set up and pack down design, and are 
engineered with a light weight and robust alloy 
frame. The Boxxer 3 solves compact storage 
needs, whilst the Boxxer 6 provides outstanding 
storage space and a large table top surface. 


Constructed with resilient 600D poly fabric, 
durable table top board, removable shelves, 
practical side storage pockets, and impact 
resistant edges with carry handle, the Boxxers 
collapse into an easy to transport carry bag. 






REAL 4WD1NG 







ri \ "I 

p N. \ ^ 

j|L_ jJ’ 


Sq.m'S: »s 



mLwmmm 



^ .^-Iw 









&., C 5 > 

1 



w* 




mNo 



■ 


!l 


1 

r\. :’ ■ l^V =J^iV 




r^3 

SJ’_ 





REAL 4WD1NG 



The Munja Track just screams adventure! 


W hether you’re a 
4WD first timer 
or a seasoned 
enthusiast, the 
Kimberley has 

it aLL. But before you pack your 
truck and make a beeline for the 
Gibb River Road like most, read 
on as there’s a stack more to see 
in this region. The Kimberley is a 
4WDer’s mecca if you’ve got an 
adventurous streak and love a 
challenge. One thing’s for certain, 
this place is pretty well twice the 
size of Victoria, so one visit’s just 
not going to be enough. 

BROOME 

It doesn’t matter whether you 
arrive in the Kimberley from the 
east or west, you’re going to end 
up in Broome at some stage. 
Broome is a holiday destination 
in itself; it’s diverse and its got a 
stack load of things to see and 
do. Although don’t stay for too 


long as the dirt tracks will be 
calling. Refuel, wet your tyres on 
Cable Beach, and restock your 
supplies before hitting the dirt. 

DAMPIER 

PENINSULA 

There’s something special about 
this Peninsula. Where else do 
you get a backdrop of rich red 
cliffs set against pristine white 
sands that flow into the brightest 
of blue seas? It’s like the colours 
of the Aussie flag were based on 
this place. 

The Kimberley has some of 
the best coastline in Australia 
and you’d be hard pressed to 
find a bad sunset along here; 
and who wouldn’t want to camp 
along those high clifftops when 
you can find a quiet camp and 
have it all to yourself. 

Towards the tip of the Peninsula 
you reach Kooljaman, where you 
can lap up some resort style 




accommodation if you’re craving 
some mod cons. We prefer their 
simple beach shelters that 
overlook the bay. It’s a cracking 
view and one of our Kimberley 
all-time favourite places. 

The east coast of the 
Peninsula at Cygnet Bay has the 
oldest pearl farm in Australia. 
Ylsiu can’t visit here without 
taking a high speed boat ride to 
the Sunday Island group of 
islands to get your blood 
pumping. With the massive 
Kimberley tides, it’s here where 
ypu’ll get to experience them 
first hand as the whirlpools they 
create chuck you around like 
you’re in a washing machine, it’s 
serious fun. 

WINDJANA GORGE & 
TUNNEL CREEK 

These two attractions really 
need no introduction, you just 
gotta see them. The almost 100 




Don’t underestimate the terrain out here 
be prepared for anything 




IT'S A 4WnER'S MECCA 
IF YOUVE SOT AN 
ADVENTUROUS STREAK 







How's this for a gorge! 


metre high walls of Windjana 
Gorge are something else, and if 
you haven’t seen many freshwa- 
ter crocs you can get up really 
close without getting too 
personal, as it’s croc central. 

Tunnel Creek is an experience 
in itself. Grab yourself a good 
torch and some amphibious 
shoes and prepare yourself for 
an epic adventure through this 
750 metre limestone tunnel. 
You’ll be wading through water 
anywhere from ankle to chest 
height and there’s aboriginal art 
around the place outside if you 
look hard enough. 


GIBB RIVER ROAB 

There’s no hard and fast rule for 
where you should start your Gibb 
River Road trip, so use Derby or 
Kununurra to restock and refuel 
before heading out. You can get 
both fuel and supplies along the 
Gibb, but Murphy’s Law says that 
whatever it is you’ll want, they’re 
not gonna have it. So best to get it 
beforehand. Derby has a bundle 
of history and you’ll be happy you 
dropped in a line at the jetty, and 
the sunsets aren’t too shabby 
either. Kununurra has a bundle of 
attractions close by and makes a 
great place to base yourself. 


If you’ve been chafing at the 
bit to get onto the Gibb River 
Road, don’t be too disheartened 
when you find the start of the 
road from both the Kununurra 
and Derby ends is tarmac for a 
while. With a little patience, the 
fun will soon begin when you hit 
the dirt. Air down and get ready 
to visit a bucket load of 
spectacular gorges along this 
660 kilometres stretch of road. 

The western section of the 
Gibb will take you through the 
stunning Napier and King 
Leopold Ranges and there’s a 
load to see along this bit. The 
eastern section is just as good 
as the west with stations like 
Home Valley and El Questro. At 
just these two places alone you 
could easily spend a week. And 
you can’t cross the Pentecost 
River without taking ‘that’ 
photo, even if you have to cross 
back and forwards a few times 
to get it right! 

Sure you can drive from one 
end of the Gibb River Road to the 
other in a couple of days, but 
why come all this way if you’re 
going to miss out on all the good 
stuff. Visiting just after the wet 
as the road opens, the gorges 
are at their most spectacular 


with stacks of wet fun for 
swimming and water crossings. 

MUNJA TRACK 

For a serious 4WD adventure 
that is an absolute playground 
for an action enthusiast you 
can’t go past the Munja Track. 

It’s insane! Pick up a permit 
from Mt Elizabeth Station to 
travel the 225 kilometre track 
which ends at the coast at 
Walcott Inlet. In a nutshell, this 
track’s got it all. Your wheels will 
definitely get wet through the 
numerous river crossings and 
you’ll be locking those hubs in, 
switching to low range and rock 
crawling a plenty as you 
negotiate those gnarlyjump ups 
- and that’s when you’ve got a 
track to follow. 

But it gets better. There are 
black soil plains which you’ll 
cross where the mud is thicker 
than you know what, and you’ll 
experience some jaw dropping 
scenery and some of the best 
indigenous art in the Kimberley. 
Now if that doesn’t float ya boat, 
nothing will. Did someone ask 
“is there fishing?’’ You betcha! 
The inlet fills and almost 
empties daily, making it a fisho’s 
paradise. Big barra are just 
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Be prepared for plenty of red dirt 


hanging out for a bit of rod 
action. But you’LL be up against 
the Locat connpetition as the 
crocs are cunning. The Munja 
Track dennands respect and it 
wilt swattow up the itt-prepared. 
But when you achieve sonne- 
thing Like the Munja, it puts you 
on a high. If you’re craving for a 
hard core track and you’ve got a 
week up your sleeve to do it, you 
just can’t go past this one. 


MITCHELL FALLS 

Around halfway along the Gibb, 
turn off and head up to Mitchell 
Falls and Kalunnburu. The 
Mitchell Falls track loves to kill 
tyres and trailers, so don’t be in 
any hurry. Fronn the cannp- 
ground, stretch your legs and 
walk the 2-3 hours to Mitchell 
Falls. Keep your eye out for 
some unique aboriginal art and 
you’ll definitely want to cool off 
at one of those welcoming swim- 
ming holes. Chopper flights to 
and from the falls run on a 
regular basis, so why not see 
them from the air on the way 
back. Mitchell Falls campground 
can be regularly full so consider 
basing yourself at Munurru (King 
Edward River) campground and 
do a day trip to Mitchell. You’ve 


THE KIMBERLEY 
HAS SOME OF THi 





also got to check out the 
sensational indigenous art sites 
close to Munurru. 

KALUMBURU & 

THE CARSON TRACK 

This place is a fisho’s nnecca. 
They love it so nnuch here that 
they almost have to get kicked 
out before they’ll leave. But if 
you want some 4WD action and 
you’re ready to step things up a 
little, grab a permit and tackle 
one of the local tracks. The 
Carson Track starts 20 
kilometres south of Kalumburu 
and passes through the 
abandoned Oombulgurri 
Community finishing up by 
Home Valley Station. This track 


can be a wild ride. There’s also 
the old Pago Mission track 
which can be tough, that ends 
close to the pristine beach at 
Honeymoon Bay. 

KARUNJIE TRACK 

This is another cracking track 
that you should have a go at. It’s 
an old stock route that starts out 
of Wyndham and stops by the 
Pentecost River. It’s not 
maintained and doesn’t get a lot 
of traffic, but it has some simply 
amazing scenery as you drive 
close to the Cockburn Ranges. 
Track conditions vary - anywhere 
from a two wheel track and the 
occasional jump up, to the eerie 
moonscape looking mudflats and 


river drift sand sections. The 
fishing at the Pentecost River 
can be awesome, but don’t 
become croc fodder as there’s 
plenty there, so be croc-wise. 

PURNULULU 
NATIONAL PARK 

They’re pretty strict on only 
allowing capable 4WDs and 
single axle trailers in this park 
as a few water crossings are 
required along the entry track. 
As soon as you hit the track 
from the highway, the scenery 
is pretty awesome. I’m not sure 
what happened with Mother 
Nature when creating the 
beehive dome formations, but 
she did a hell of a job. The sun 
dazzles the rock formations so 
it’s a photographer’s paradise. 
Be prepared to leave your truck 
and hike to the many gorges or 
take a helicopter flight for a 
bird’s eye view. 

WOLFE CREEK 
CRATER 

Whichever way you get to the 
Kimberley, take a detour just out 
of Halls Creek to visit the 



There’s plenty of places to get 
your truck’s feet wet 


Find some shade, relax and take it all in 


magnificent Wolfe Creek Crater. 
The view from the top of the 
crater’s rim is awesome. If 
you’re feeling energetic, take a 
walk into this 850m wide, 

300,000 year old crater for a 
completely different perspective. 

LAKE ARGYLE 

Lake Argyle’s only a short hop, 
skip and jump from Kununurra 
and deserves a stop. You won’t be 
able to fathom the sheer size of 
this place from the water’s edge, 
so book yourself on one of the 
many boat tours. You’ll be 
absolutely blown away with its 
sheer size once out on the water. 

SUMMING UP 

It’s difficult to find anything 
negative to write about the 
Kimberley. It’s an adventurer’s 
paradise and your biggest issue 
is finding the time to fit it all in. 
There’s something special about 
the place and we put it down to 
that red dirt. Once it gets in your 
veins (and your truck, and every 
nook and cranny of everything 
else you possess), it sucks you in 
good ‘n’ proper, and one visit just 
isn’t enough. We might be 
biased, but we reckon the 
Kimberley’s got everything! 

But you can’t be complacent 
up here. There are rollovers, 
trucks get broken and tyres get 
chewed up and spat out. But 
with preparation and knowing 
your limits and the capability of 
your truck you will enjoy what 
will be the trip of a lifetime. 

So if you’ve been thinking 
about visiting, remember it’s an 
ever changing place. So think 
no more, just get out there and 
do it! 
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FACT FILE 


WHERE: 

The Kimberley is located in the far north west of Western Australia 
with general entry points being either Broome or Kununurra. Up 
the west coast, the Great Northern Highway leads to Broome and 
Kununurra. If you’re coming from the eastern states, travel the 
Victoria Highway leading out of Katherine to Kununurra. Alterna- 
tively, consider some dirt tracks off the Stuart Highway like the 
Tanami Road and Buchanan Highway. 

INFORMATION: 

The Kimberley is one of the most iconic Australian destinations with 
stunning landscapes that lure adventure seekers from everywhere. 
At over 420,000 square kilometres, the Kimberley offers spectacu- 
lar scenery, swimming, fishing, bushwalking. Aboriginal rock art, 
and 4WD adventure. 


CAMPING: 

Free camping opportunities are available throughout the Kimberley 
including the Dampier Peninsula, the Gibb River Road, outside 
Kununurra, Halls Creek, and along the Great Northern Highway. 

For paid camping, you can’t go past Middle Lagoon (Dampier 
Peninsula), El Questro, Home Valley and Bell Gorge (Gibb River 
Road) and Munurru (King Edward River). Prices range between $11 
and $25 per person per night. 

FACILITIES & AMENITIES: 

Facilities can vary. Middle Lagoon; flush toilets, showers. El 
Questro; showers, flush toilets, water, washing machines. Home 
Valley; showers, flush toilets, water, washing machines. Bell Gorge; 
solar showers, flush toilets, water, firepit. Munurru; eco toilet, 
firepit. Where fires are permitted bring your own firewood. 

WHATTD TAKE: 

Pack according to where you’ll travel. If you’re planning to be 
remote, be self-sufficient and take all supplies including water and 
extra fuel. Take plenty of recovery gear, basic spare parts, 
additional spare tyres and a repair kit when travelling the rougher 
tracks. Having an air compressor is also a must. 

BEST TIME TD TRAVEL: 

Sections of the Kimberley can be travelled all year around. Areas 
such as the Dampier Peninsula, Gibb River Road and Purnululu 
National Park are subject to weather conditions and get closed 
during the wet season. They generally open during May, although 
the Munja Track generally isn’t open until July. Other than the 
Munja Track, the best time to visit is from May to the end of 
September when day temperatures are milder. Nights in the 
Kimberley can get down to single digits during winter months. 

FUEL & SUPPLIES: 

Fuel and supplies are readily available from the major Kimberley 
towns. Along the Gibb River Road fuel is available at Imintji (Diesel 
only), Mt Barnett Roadhouse, El Questro, Drysdale River Station and 
Kalumburu. LPG is currently available at El Questro only. Basic 
groceries are available at Imintji, Mt Barnett Roadhouse and 
Drysdale River Station. Minor mechanical and tyre repairs can be 
handled at Over the Range Tyres, 50km east of Imintji. 


, TRIP STANDARD: j 

Rate the trip A through to E grade, with A meaning only suited to 
vehicles with an extreme level of off-road modification and E 
meaning perfectly suited to all types of 4WD vehicles. The Gibb 
River Road itself is maintained and suited pretty well to all 4WDs. 
Tracks off the Gibb can vary greatly as individual station tracks are 
the responsibility of the landowners. The Munja and Carson Tracks 
could be rated as a B and Karunjie as a C. If tracks are still wet, 
conditions can be very tough. Vehicles should be modified with 
off-road tyres and raised suspension, and a winch wouldn’t go 
astra y for the remote tracks. 

"^TRICTIDNS AND PERMITS: ’" 

You will require a vehicle access permit and camping permit for 
your stay at Purnululu, Bells Gorge, Munurru, and Mitchell River. 
These can be organised at the individual National Parks or at the 
Parks’ offices at Kununurra and Broome or the Halls Creek Visitors 
Centre. Single axle trailers are only permitted in Purnululu. A 
permit is required to visit Kalumburu ($50) which can be organised 
at the Community Office when you arrive. Also visit the office for a 
permit to travel the Carson Track. A permit for the Munja Track 
($100) can be arranged at Mt Elizabeth Station. 

CONTACTS: 

WA PARKS & WILDLIFE 

PH: (08) 91 68 4200 

OVER THE RANGE TYRES 

PH: (08) 9191 7887 

MT ELIZABETH STATION 

PH: (08) 9191 4644 

KALUMBURU COMMUNITY OFFICE 

PH: (08) 9161 4300 
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UNDERBELLY GUARDS 

RRP from $495 

Full protection for your goartwx and tranotor caso 


Free Freight for orders made 
online over the value of $300* 


BOLT ON PINION GUARDS 


To ftuH GQ/CU Patrol 


RRP from $260 

Suits GQ and QU wth H233 Drff 

ProtBcts your pinion from damaga 

Fits on ifca own or works with our bolt on diff guard 



Superior Engineering has you covered. 



With our Bolt on Guards and Braces you can be sure that the vulnerable 
components under your vehicle are well protected. 

No matter what the type of terrain. 


BOLT ON DIFF GUARDS 

RRP from $220 


STEALTH SIDE STEPS 


Availatria to suit GQ/GU Front & 
RQar(H233), Landcruiaor 00/1 QS Series 



Front & Hilux 2DQS on Roar 


RRP froRi $1799 

GU PHtrol, Y62 Patrol, Prado 150, 

Dmax 2012 on, Ranger OB-12 and many mors 


NISSAN COIL TOWER BRACE 


Protjftcta your GQ or GU iiiatrol ffom coAtly darnags 
caused by bending of the rear Coil towsra 
Avallab^ to auK Utea and Wagon* 


TRANSFER CASE GUARDS 


RRP from $240 

Protect the tranefar case in your LandCruiser 
BO, 1l}5p 7Sj 7fi &, 79 Series with one of our 
Bolt on Transfer Case Guarcfe 


Patent ^ndlngtlDI I90«18? 


www.su perioren g ineeri ng.com.au 
Phone 07 5433 14T1 |«| 

Fax 07 5428 6142 Id 
iBaaS Trade 07 5428 7433 


/Suped^eH ftadiui Arras 
/Suspeniion IQli 
/HO 5te«ring CompHinrls 
/Bui R»f 

/HD Co^ntrd Arms 
/Urvd^r Bcdy Pret*e6on 


/Sh«J<Abforl>«n 
/ Alrbdg Sysiiom^ 

/ Whtel 
/ Rocf Racki- 
/ W Jl«r ft plif TAn lu 
^ Dual Santry Syttifiti 


/Snoricels V 

/BrakeNnes 1 
/Lighting 

/PowEi Chi-pi 
/fl«k $Eldtri;$ltpl 


yCoJITowfJ-BueM y8*«ni*r¥<;«r And much. muth mOrej 






PEEFORMONCEWITH BITE 

4WD EXHAUST SPECIALISTS 


DIY Installation 


Improved Power Gains 


Increased Fuel Economy 


Delivered Australia Wide 


Proudly Australian Owned And Made 



PHONE 07 5541 2767 FAX 07 5541 4114 EMAIL sales@beauexhausts.com.au^ 
ADDRESS 158 Enterprise Drive (off Service Road) Beaudesert, Queensland 4285 

WEBSITE www.beauexhausts.com.au 







HPD is a division of Auto Sport Engineering 
Ph 08 8299 0320 
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UNBEATABLE 



RRP$4a99 



Purchase this month 
& receive this 

BONUS PACK 

■ Vinyl Dust Cover 

■ Security Cable 

■ 1Ltr10W 30 0il 

■ Free Delivery 

■ Free Freight Insurance 

■ Extended Warranty 



CALL NOW 


1800 221 110 

Available at your State Generator Place specialist in NEW SOUTH WALES, 
VICTORIA, QUEENSLAND^^UTH AUCTRi^V^^^^MJST^^ 




WE WILL BEAT 

ANY ADVERTISED PRICE 


AUSTRALIA’S ONLY 

- * NATIONAL HONDA 
\ SPECIALIST 


.GENE 


PLACE.COM.AI 



WWW.4WDACTI0N.C0M.au 



WRECK 


Picked up for a steal as little more than a 
wreck, check out how this V8 Patrol has been 
built into a track-munching weapon ^ 

WORDS BY DANIEL REBER PHOTOGRAPHY BY WES WHITWORTH ^ 





n 






ITS-A SOUND TKATZL 
MAKE ANY 4WDER 
^WEAK AT THE KNEES! 
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U n-roadworthy and 

connpLeteLy run down; 
these are the words 
Peter Skartatis used to 
describe the purchase 
condition of his GQ Patrol nearly 
four years ago. It takes a special 
kind of bloke to see the potential in a 
4WD that’s little nnore than a wreck 
and painstakingly build it into a 
tough, reliable and drivable vehicle. 
“When I picked up the GQ it had 
seized brakes, a leaking engine and 
half of the functions not working,” 
says Peter. “It was rusting, with a 
connpletely lazy suspension setup 
and a set of 35s - long story short, 
she was buggered.” 

Being an auto electrician by 
trade, Peter was no stranger to 
getting his hands dirty beneath the 
bonnet of a 4WD having previously 
owned a Daihatsu Feroza before 
deciding it was tinne for a change. “I 
always wanted a GQ Patrol with a 
351 ci V8,” says Peter. “The running 
gear of a GQ is perfectly suited, with 
a bulletproof driveline and heaps of 
space under the bonnet.” 

Now, we can’t deny the logic behind 
the decision. Heck, we’re giddy at the 
thought of a V8 GQ Patrol. However, 
there’s no arguing how nnuch work 
goes into a custonn vehicle like this. 
What’s nnore innpressive than the truck 
you’re about to see, is the fact that this 
weapon 4WD was entirely built by 
Peter hinnself. 

Pull the choke, flick the key and 
turn up the volunne as we take you 
through a 4WD built on a dreann, a 
prayer and a heck of a lot of hard 
yakka! 


TOimtai 


EXTERIOR 


With all that power, traction and inherent off-road ability, Peter 
suddenly found that the Patrol was capable of getting itself up 
some serious tracks - it was time for some serious barwork to 
match. “Patrol Docta has their name on most of the barwork,” 
says Peter. “The rock sliders, front bar and rear bar are all from 
Patrol Docta and have all been built to suit the 2in body lift.” The 
rear quarters were chopped to allow for more clearance and the 
rear bar was built to suit this common GQ Patrol mod. Hanging 
off the passenger-side front guard is a stainless steel snorkel to 
ensure all eight cylinders are sucking nothing but clean, fresh air. 

Up the front, Peter has added an Ebay winch rated to 
12,000lb that hasn’t let him down yet and gets him out of 
anything that the twin-locked 35’s cant. There’s a pair of Narva 
Ultima 225 spotlights and a 525mm CREE light bar for added 
lighting on dark tracks. 

In the rear of the Patrol resides the 1 10L main LPG tanks 
and along with the auxiliary tanks, provides over 200L of LPG to 
keep the big 4WD moving between fuel stops. Up top, you’ll see 
the aluminum roof rack which holds on to the wrap around 
style awning for complete shade on those hotter days during a 
lunch stop. 



















The 20mm custom adaptor plate mounts the 
351 Cleveland to the Nissan 5-speed gearbox 


in. 


Q ENGINE AND TRANSMISSION 


If you were to tell this GQ that one day it was going to be 
breathing fire through 351 cubic inches of V8, the tired RB30 
would have thrown a rod at just the thought. Yep, the old girl was 
in serious need of a heart transplant with the 3.0 inline six well 
into the end of days, with leaks and rough-as-guts running 
condition. “Tracking down a nnotor, I found the donor donk in a 
1975 XB Ford Falcon,” Peter says. “Before starting on the 
conversion I decided to give the nnotor a solid freshen up to get in 
singing perfectly.” 

First cab off the rank was getting the block nnachined and 
fitting the 0.020” oversize pistons, a snnall cann and heads to suit 
LPG. Dandy Engines took care of the engine boring while 
Blackwell Engines got the nod for the reco process. Peter 
hinnself handled the final nnotor assennbly and fitted the sunnp, 
oil pick up from a Ford FI 50 to allow it to clear the front diff 
housing of the GQ. 

With the engine reconditioned and ready to rumble, it was 
time to mate it to the indestructible Nissan 5-speed manual 
gearbox. Peter’s mates, Tony and Chris from Christon CNC 
Machining whipped up a custom 20mm aluminum adaptor plate 
to allow the engine and box to get acquainted before dropping 
the whole shooting match in, using engine mounts suited for the 
Ford motor. “There was actually a fair bit of work, drilling, 
tapping and lining up the Ford bellhousing to the gearbox,” 
explains Peter. “Once I had the measurements right, it was a 
case of drilling and tapping holes in the adaptor plate and 
fastening it all with stainless thread inserts for added strength.” 

The clutch assembly came courtesy of Exedy and featured an 
1 1 in pressure plate and a Nissan 1 1 in clutch plate. “Once it came 
to dropping it all in, I had to reshape the firewall and install a 
shorter oil filter to fit the motor past the chassis,” says Peter. 
“After the engine was in, the extractors were modified to suit and 
the big girl was blasting her tune through a custom 3in exhaust 
system.” It’s a sound that’ll make any 4WDer weak at the knees! 

A few of the ancillary parts needed a little custom touch in 
order to work with the new layout. Peter made custom brackets 
to mount the air-con compressor and air compressor to the side 
of the motor. “I made an endless air system out of an old A/C 
compressor which I connected to a custom made stainless 
reservoir with an air fitting for pumping up tyres,” says Peter. 
While hooking everything up, Peter fitted a three core radiator 
from a TD42 an modified the outlet pipe from the radiator to suit. 

The only real problem that Peter discovered after the conversion 
was that the extractors came a little close to the floor, creating a 
bit too much heat. “Yep, there were a few times when the underlay 
started to smoke,” laughs Peter. “This was pretty easily sorted by 
cutting part of the floor and re-moulding a new one.” 


PETER: If I were doing it all over again, the only thing I can 
suggest is to pick a vehicle in better overall condition - it makes 
everything just a little easier and ultimately a little less pricey 


^ WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE TO OTHERS WHO 

ARE PLANNING A SIMILA R BUILD? 



Q INTERIOR 


B WHEELS, TYRES, 

SUSPENSION AND DRIVELINE 


Throw open the rear barn doors and it’s clear that a Lot nnore 
thought has gone into the setup than just strapping an esky to the 
floor. Above the auxiliary gas tanks is a steel frame which 
supports the drop-down fridge slide and 60L Ice Box fridge. 

Under the fridge is a single drawer for storing extra bits and 
pieces to leave the rest of the Patrol as clutter-free as possible. 

Keeping the beers cold is the job of the Smart Solenoid dual 
battery that Peter wired in. Using an AC Delco Premium 90 amp hour 
for starting duties and 97 amp hour AC Delco Marine for the auxiliary 
, the GQ has plenty of juice in reserve for running the fridge, lights, 
stereo and of course cranking the big V8 in the morning. 

Convoy communications are handled by a Uniden UH400SX 
UHF while a Pioneer head unit helps to drown out the road noise. 



WH AT ARE YOUR MAIN USES FOR THE PATROL? 

PETER: I mainly use the vehicle for 4WDing, camping, hunting, 
dirt-biking and longer range touring trips . . 


Sometimes, behind every cloud is... well you’ve heard that one 
before. The silver Lining behind the basic suspension lift that 
was installed by the previous owner is that Peter now has an 
almost endless array of options for upgrading to a more capable 
setup. “The suspension upgrade is certainly at the top of the 
list,’’ laughs Peter. “It’s fine for now, but I find the ride quite stiff 
for 4WDing and would like to have it more personalised to suit 
my driving, too.’’ 

Although basic, the suspension system fitted is still getting 
Peter out in the bush instead of on the couch. With the 2in 
suspension lift and 2in body-lift, Peter has had no problem fitting 
the meaty 35x12.5x1 5 Goodyear Wrangler MTR tyres wrapped 
around 15x8in Sunraysia rims. Bringing the big rubber back in 
line is a Tough Dog return to centre steering damper, which is a 
must on big tyred trucks. 

Getting all that twist to the tyres are twin air locked diffs 
sporting the standard 4.3 Nissan diff ratios. Once again Peter 
jumped in, fitting the lockers to the diffs and now has no 
problems finding traction when the going gets tough. 
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NISSAN PATROL GO 



RUNDOWN 


VEHICLE: 1990 GQ Patrol 
ENGINE: Ford 351 ci Cleveland V8 
GEARBOX: 5-speed manual 

4WD ACTIVATION: Part time with high and low range _ 
SUSPENSION: 2in Tough Dog coils and Tough Dog shocks 
TYRES: 35x1 2. 5R1 5 Goodyear Wrangler MTR on 
1 5x8 Sunraysia rims 

OTHER GOOD GEAR: Patrol Docta front bar, rear bar and side 
steps, stainless-steel snorkel, 120001b winch, Narva 225 
spotlights, alloy roof rack, ARB Air Lockers , 2in body-lift 


I’d like to give a big thank you to Tony and Chris from Christon 
CNC Machining for the adaptor plate and of course my beautiful 
wife Domenica for not divorcing me when I decided to start 
another project! 





For when you really need 
quality 4x4 replacement 
parts and accessories. 

Drivetech 4x4 is one of the fastest growing 4x4 brands in Austraiia & New Zealand. 

The range consists of high quality repiacement parts and accessories for most 
4x4 makes and modeis at a competitive price. 



Hydraulics, Cables, Calipers 
and Repair kits 
High quality Japanese 
manufactured for peace 
of mind 


kir 


Extensive range includes: 

Fans, Water Pumps, 

Glow Plugs and much more 
Lights, Mirrors, window 
regulators. Door handles and 
much more 


Recovery Equipment, Kinetic 
Recovery Ropes, LED Lighting, 
Underbody Armour and Snorkels 


Extensive range of diff 

and gearbox parts to suit most 4x4 ’s 

New CV Driveshafts 

New Gearboxes and Transfer Cases 


Filter kits 

Filtration solutions for petrol and 
diesel engines 


Tie Rod Ends, Drag Links, 
Idler Arms 

Power steering repair kits 
Drivetech 4x4 Enduro Shock 
Absorbers 


Gearbox , Transfer case and 

Differential 

Swivel Housing kits 

Axle and wheel bearing kits 


Scan to view the Drivetech 4x4 Story 

Drivetech 4x4 quality products 
avaiiabie in Austraiia and New Zeaiand 


driven by quality 


For more information on the fuli range of 4x4 products 

and to find your nearest stockists visit www.drivetech4x4.com.au 
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MORE POWER! 
REHER ECONOMY! 


PREMIUM MATCHED STATE OF THE ART 
TUNED DIESEL CHIP & PERFORMANCE 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS & ECONOMY TUNING 



409 STAINLESS STEEL 
3 ' MAND REL BENT M 
EXHAUST 


• Up to 40% more power 

• Up to 20% fuel saving 

• Greater torque 

• Enhanced sharper throttle response 

• ^m^ther ifioi? progressiire 


CUSTOM TUNED CHIP 


* Proven power 
Incroa&fl by up to 

* Economy Inore^seO 
up to IS%* 

* Can be prograiTiTneci to 
suit your driving style 


AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR 
OF PREMIUM LEO LIGHTS 


iPtaH Ught*nfl 


• Up to 39% More Power & Torque 

• Up to 15% Better Fuel Economy 


4 Designed for ultimate 
durabilktyp performance 
and will last the life of 


your 4WD1 










EVERYDAY WE GET ASCEDTHE QUESTION: 

WHY SHOULD I BUY A STEINBAUER 
PERFORMANCE MODULE? 
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So here's some answers: 

UP TO Z0% MORE POWER AND TORQUE* 
NO CHANGE m ECUI>RO<5RAMMING 
ADVANCED EUROPEAN TECHNOLOGY 
REDUCED OP EHATI NG COSTS 
TESTED FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS 


DUST. VIDRATtON AND MOISTURE RESISTANT 
NO INCREASE IN COMMON RAIL PRESSURE 
SAPE GUARD FEATURE 
SO DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
3 TEARS EKTl NO ED WARRANTY 


Wtlliowr 17 years erperleiice In the iFKiustiy STEINBAUER offmpnodiictslo Imprawe the effidency *** ** * 

51X1 perl^rnniatic^ of yoiirdj«s#l«ng^.FlnclyoL^nf4rii£t: dealer Ajustralla wide arid ^ LIS iTiiEiHfQri 1800 733 159 


STEINBAUER P^rfomiance Austra^sia 


09 Loudoun Road (PQ Bok 15^) 


Dalby QLD 440S 


E: Infe^steinbauerjcom^ii 


DON’T GET STUCK IN THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE 
WITH EXPENSIVE FUEL SYSTEM REPAIRS 

INSTALL AN ADDITIONAL DIESEL FUEL FILTER WITH A TIME SAVING D.I.Y. KIT 


Fuel Fitter Bracket Khs 
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MoJtm dl*s«l €figlMs mm *qulpf^ wttit jdvimd hlgl pr«siut# 
cTutruikilly coiitrDlled lnj«nlfifi whkii cm be tuiy 

fbiTuped bf cpdituniHAirti fueh u particiit cutter wirf wider 
In AiH Htc HidIftliMk orf m Fut| M5nA9er FHNHtlftn ^phm B i 
rcwMlnf iny ta uMgMBtfl ^hf dlael frsiB cicpmiri^ 
rtpilR Bful the PrcnihiSD FuN filter Bndeet KIti DliescJ Cife- 
hpift beM |MR tiwthcr tp niJu iRJtili^^ 
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JfTJ Custom desigitcd 
_ nhldespcdficbraiifcst 
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* STEEL WHEELS 
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M ate, I’d never 

run anything but 
split steel rinns 
on nny old girl 
- none of that 
fancy alloy stuff!” 

We’ve all conne across the 
old cocky who swears by the 
sinnplicity and reliability of steel 
rinns in the bush and there was 
a tinne where that was an 
inarguable fact. The old fellas 
argued that you could take a 
lunnp hannnner to a steel wheel 
and knock it back into shape, 
where as an alloy wheel would 
just crack. Now, the reality of 
steel wheels is that yes, they 
are easily repairable and 
relatively cheap. These days, 
however, with high-tech alloys 
and stronger forging processes. 


are those age-old argunnents 
still on the nnoney, or is it naive 
to still beat the steel wheel 
drum in 2015? 

There’s a lot that goes into 
making the decision to buy 
either type; there are price, 
weight and aesthetic factors to 
consider as well as the obvious 
strength and reliability ques- 
tions. Now, just when you’re 
thinking there’s a lot to consider 
here, also realise the fact that 
heavier wheels will inevitably 
place more strain on driveline 
components - just in case you 
thought the decision was still 
straight forward. Okay folks, 
place your bets now as we get 
stuck into the nitty-gritty of both 
and put this debate to bed once 
and for all. 


PROS: 

• CAN USUALLY BE REPAIRED TRACKSIDE 

*”c5eAP PURCHA^^ 

• “STRO n'g AN D 'rOB U sT 


CONS: 

• HEAVIER THAN A_LLOYS_ 

• ''limited Tn DESIGN 


For a long time now the argument for steel wheels has been their 
inherent strength and repair-ability when out in the bush. The 
theory was that if you were to slam into a washout, or belt a rock 
and bend a rim, that you could remove the tyre and bash the rim 
back into shape enough to seal against the bead. 

This is definitely a feature that an alloy can’t compete with. Due 
to the manufacturing process of alloy wheels, they generally tend 
to crack rather than simply bend. If they do bend, however, it’s 
near on impossible to bend them back without fracturing the alloy 
- usually this takes a decent chunk out of the rim and renders it 
completely stuffed. 

Price is another factor that can’t be ignored. Coming in at 
anywhere from $80-$1 50 a corner, steel wheels offer a distinct 
price advantage to alloys, which can eclipse several times that of 
a steel rim. When you’re talking about a full set of six, the price 
difference is immense. 

Now, it’s not all peaches in the steel wheel camp and there are 
some definite downsides that can sway some people towards the 
alloy alternative. The most prominent of all these is the weight of 
steel wheels. Gften weighing 4-5kg more than an alloy, there is a 
noticeable effect on braking, handling over rough terrain and 
drivetrain strain as opposed to alloys. Another factor is with many 
late model 4WDs running close to their GVM rating - this 
difference in weight across six wheels can add up quickly. 



DAVE C0X,MT DARE HOTEL 


“I love alloy wheels, they look 
great, but are more easily 
damaged. Steel wheels are a 
much better option in my 
opinion for serious bush work or 
touring as they are stronger and 
easier to repair.” 


ITS NOT ALL PEACHES 
IN THE STEEL 
WHEEL CAMP 
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* ALLOY WHEELS 


All wheels should be load rated 
for Australian roads 


PROS: 

• OFTEN MUCH LIGHTER THAN STEEL __ 
•IlNDSs^SmEOPTI^s'""””"”^^ 

V“S0 M E AfTe R M ARKET^A trOYS ^ 

__T_HAN 5TEEL_ 

CONS: 

•-.M9Rf.EXPENSjyEJHAN_5TE 

V""Mp"0SSIBrET6"RrPATRT^^^^ — — 


There’s been a big push in the past few years towards the use of 
attoy wheels on 4WDs. Not only are nnanufacturers now offering 
alloy wheels as standard on alnnost every 4WD, but the afternnar- 
ket industry for thenn is boonning. 

It’s no nnere coincidence that they’ve taken off with this kind of 
enthusiasnn either. Alloy wheels are nnuch lighter than their steel 
counterparts due to the nnaterials they’re nnade fronn. Alloy itself, 
refers to the connbination of nnultiple nnetals, with different 
properties. This allows the nnanufacturers to connbine the best 
elennents of both nnetals to create sonnething that is technologi- 
cally superior to plain old steel. 

There are nnany benefits that conne with reducing the weight of 
the wheels. By reducing the rinn weight, the un-sprung weight is 
lowered drannatically and this assists greatly with the ride quality, 
handling and braking ability of the 4WD. Not only that, but there 
will also be less strain placed on the wheel bearings, driveline 
and suspension connponents. 

But, once again it’s not all good news for alloy wheels either, 
because alloys tend to dannage nnuch nnore easily than steel. This 
is often due to the alloys softer connpound, and the fact that a 
large rock or harsh washout can do not only cosnnetic, but also 
serious structural dannage with nnuch less chance of repair. 
There’s also one other factor that nnay apply to sonne; how 
connfortable are you going to be rubbing your $500 polished alloy 
wheel against a rock? 





RIM SPECS 

Just like all reputable automotive parts, any wheel will have 
to be designed and built to meet strict legal requirements 
before they can be used on a vehicle. You'll find your rim 
specs on a compliance plate in your 4WD. 


PRICING 

It’s not hard to see how pricing can play a big part 
in a 4WDer’s decision 


FACTORY ALLOY 
AFTERMARKET ALLOY 
FACTORY STEEL 
AFTERMARKET STEEL 


PRICE RANGE 
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TESTING 

So now you've seen the info on both, read the pros and cons on 
paper. But at the end of the day, how do they stack up in the 
real world? We put several rims through their paces to 
determine which one we'd pick - the results may surprise you. 


^ BALANCING 


i There are a fair few rumours that float around when it comes to | 
I steel wheels needing more weights to properly balance than an ; 

j alloy rim. To test this, we took to the balancing machine with our ^ 
! four rims and tested them without tyres, and with and without a ■ 
j valve. The results surprised us to say the least. Quite astonishingly, I 
\ the steel wheel was perfectly balanced from factory, whereas the : 
I factory alloy required the most amount of weight to balance. : 


I# POPPING THE BEAD 



I 


1 


I 



BREAKING THE BEAD 


allSy^ aftermarket factory 

ALLOY ALLOY STEEL 


f /Of fSt 




f f<si 


AFTERMARKET 

STEEL 




E Low pressures and the ability for a rim to hang on to the bead of 

* the tyre go hand in hand. When the going gets tough, you need the 

[ confidence to drop those pressures right down and not lose the 

\ tyre off the rim. We tested each tyre’s bead retention ability, by 
: lowering them all to lOpsi and then using a tyre shop’s bead 

s breaker to pop the bead. Using the machine’s pressure gauge we 

■ were able to determine which rims held on the hardest. 

f This test was defiantly a winner for the factory fitted rims, with 

\ the ability to hold onto the tyre much better. Upon closer 

■ examination we noticed that the factory wheels had a squared 

- edge on the lip where the bead sits. Both aftermarket wheels had 

[ a rounded edge which allowed the tyre to slip off easier. 







* IMPACT TEST 


The next test was put together to see if steet wheels are definitely 
stronger than alloys. We set this test up in a hydraulic press that 
has a gauge on the top to indicate how nnuch pressure it is forcing 
onto its subject. By setting one wheel at a tinne onto the press we 
pressed down onto the outer lip of each rinn; recording how nnuch 
pressure it took to indent the lip of the wheels. 

Amazingly, the test revealed that the strongest wheel of them 
all was actually the aftermarket alloy. Not only that, but both 
alloys were indeed stronger than the aftermarket steel and the 
factory steel was only on par with the factory alloy - the aftermar- 
ket alloy left them all for dead. 

In real-world terms, this means that a solid impact at 70km/h 
would likely deform a steel wheel, while the alloy would have to 
cop the same impact at over lOOkm/h to sustain the same 
damage. 


f REPAIRING 


Once we completed our impact test, we set out to repair the damage 
using only track-side methods. Again we were surprised to see that 
the factory alloy was able to be repaired enough to hold air against 
the tyre. The steel wheels were both able to be repaired, with the 
aftermarket requiring the least work to fix. Due to its stronger 
design, the aftermarket alloy was unable to be repaired as it 
reached its distortion limit and developed a crack - game over. 


IMPACT TEST 


FACTORY 

AFTERMARKET 

FACTORY 

AFTERMARKET 

ALLOY 

ALLOY 

STEEL 

STEEL 

OUTER LIP 

OUTER LIP 

OUTER LIP 

OUTER LIP 
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The factory alloy was able to be repaired just enough to hold air 


PARTING THOUGHTS 


With most late model vehicles coming pretty 
close to their GVM, it is hard to ignore the 
obvious weight saving benefits of an alloy rim. Not only do the 
obvious kilogram issues add up, but the handling, braking and 
overall ride-quality issues are hard to go past. 

With the advent of high-strength aftermarket alloys the debate 
has cleared up in many ways. You can now purchase extremely 
strong alloy wheels for about a hundred bucks more than an 
equivalent steel rim, meaning it’s much more affordable than 
picking up factory alloys. Sure, they may be harder to repair, but 
for the majority of touring vehicles, they’ll cop a fair bit more grief 
than a steel before giving in. 

If we had to choose a winner - and we do - it would have to be the 
aftermarket alloy wheels. Strength, weight, bead holding and now 
price make them arguably the best option for most tough touring 
vehicles. Oh, and by crikey they do look the ducks guts don’t they? 



CONTACTS 


4X4 WHEEL C n 

nSkllllkfArTXa 


For many years steel 
wheels have been the 
go-to choice for tough 
touring - is that still 
the case? 


ALLOY VS STEEL WHEELS 
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We Tuwe the products 
uounj^advmture^i^ 



Whether you need to keep in contact with friends in the convoy 
or simply communicate when you’re outside the vehicle exploring, 
there’s an ideal Uniden product to keep you connected. Even in 
the most remote locations without mobile reception. 


UH8080S ^ 

UHF & Scanner in 1 


W- Police & Emergency 
— Frequencies 


Instant Replay 


UH950S 

Heavy Duty Powerful 5W 


Keep up-to-date with the 
latest situations in your area. 
Scan Unencrypted Police, 

Fire, Ambulance & Emergency 
Frequencies. 


Never miss a word, it 
records & replays up 
to 1 minute of recent 
received signals. 


Waterproof Range: 1 5km 


Operating Time: 27hrsT 


UH8070S 

Remote Head Unit with Large 
LCD UHF Mobile 


BUILT RUGGED 

FOR AUS & NZ CONDITIONS 


uniden.com.au 

1300 366 895 



SCAN TO 
DISCOVER 




^ FOAM CELL & ADJUSTABLE 
^SHOCKS SPRING RATES TO SUIT A 
RANGE OF APPLICATIONS 


FIND YOUR NEAREST DEALER AT 

www.toughdoc.com.au 





HOIU Da CEnUIHE TURBOS COmPARE 

ujiTH non-CEnuinE turbosp 

Genuine turbos matter. 


The world of turbocharges can be very complex, knowing 
the best turbo for your set-up and application is one thing, 
and getting a great deal is another. In fact, getting the best 
deal is leaving many Australians forking out even more 
money than they budgeted because they have succumbed 
to price and purchased a non-genuine turbo. 

Owner of Superior Turbos in Toowoomba, Peter McGrath 
said in his experience when people ring with a turbo 
problem it is almost always because they have fitted 
a counterfeit product. 

"I had a customer once who had fitted three Chinese 
manufactured turbos he purchased on EBay for around 
$500 a pop, and for that same amount he could have 
purchased a genuine turbocharger and had a fully 
functioning vehicle," Mr McGrath said. 

It is a similar story for Wimmera Diesel & Action Off Road. 
Part owner Robert Schultz said he has seen his fair share 
of damage from non-genuine turbos. 

"Here in the shop we have seen exploded compressor 
wheels, balancing issues, engine damage including poor 
engine performance and economy," Mr Schultz said. 

Owner of Precision Turbochargers in Sydney, John Findanis 
said he believes people refuse to accept that a counterfeit 
turbo will be a problem for them. 

"Many consumers think a turbo is a turbo. But this is not 
the case - turbos are too high-tech for copies and the 
copies have no use in the real world. Counterfeit turbos 
are just junk," Mr Findanis said. 


Denco Diesel's Turbocharger expert, Paul Taylor agrees, 
and said it's easy to be deceived online. 

"Often the products may look comparable online, with some 
copies made to give the impression they are the real McCoy 
even having the genuine part number inscribed into the turbo," 
Mr Taylor said. 

"It's like comparing any product with those 
bought at a two-dollar shop - the knives 
are blunt, forks bend, shoes fall apart - 
it is just typical of all that cheap stuff, 
it's built for a price. " 

"The problems counterfeit turbos cause include complete 
explosions to premature failures, and oil and gas leakage 
damage," he said. 

To give people peace of mind with their turbo, a group 
of mechanics and industry specialists developed the Gen5 
Turbo brand for workshops and distributors of the five genuine 
turbochargers on the market - Garrett, Borg Warner, I HI, 
Mitsubishi and Holset - to ensure consumers are getting a 
product that is safe, reliable and built to last. 

Next time you're in the market for a turbocharger, be sure 
to demand a Gen5 Turbo - your back pocket and your car 
will thank you for it. 

For more information visit www.gen5turbo.com or send 
an email to info@gen5turbo.com.au to find your local 
Gen5 Turbo dealer. 
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12-30V allows lights to be fitted 
to both cars and trucks. 

Long life: more than ordinary 
advanced LED light bulbs, 
more than 50000 hours life. 
Waterproof rating: IP 68 


Universal 

mounting 

brackets 


Deutsch plug 
connectors 


60w bar 
pictured 


Available in 30w, 60w, 90w and 120w sizes 


Dual Row 
LED Light Bars 


10-30v allows lights to be fitted to both cars and trucks. 
Waterproof IP 67 aluminium shock-proof casing. 

Long life: More than 50000 hours. 


120w bar 
pictured 


Available in 36w, 72w, 120w, 180w, 244w and 288w sizes 


LED Driving Lights 


Flood beam 120' 


www.korrlighting.com.au pt™ “"s” 





WORDS BY CAHN TURNER, PHOTOS BY 4WD ACTION 


We've picked our 15 best 4WDing hotspots 
so you can plan your next adventure 
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MACKAY, QLD 


Slog through tough 4WD tracks 
to get to these pristine beachside 
campsites and scenic vistas 

Located about a thousand clicks north of Brisbane, Mackay is one of 
those places where you can find fantastic cannping and tough 4WDing 
that is all achievable over a solid weekend - assunning you have a 
truck that can go the distance. Service the winch and pack a recovery 
kit, things will get exciting. 

TOP THREE TRACKS 

• Cape Palmerston's Inland Tracks - Cape Palmerston 





mpsite - Crediton State Forest 


• Mineshaft Track - Mia Mia State Forest 


• Camp Creek Campground - Cape Palmerston 


- Cape Palnnerston 


roffliii-CT 


TOP THREE CAMPS 



Coffs Flarbour is on the NSW North Coast and is the only place in 
NSW where the Great Dividing Range reaches the Pacific Ocean. The 
connbination of excellent beach cannping and nnountainous 4WD 
tracks nnean that Coffs is way up on every 4WDers list of hotspots. 


TOP THREE TRACKS 


^ Broken - Wedding^ BeUs State Forest. 

• England's Road - Boambee State Forest 

• Har d Pow e r Lin es - W edd ing BeUs State _Fores^ 


TOP THREE CAMPS 


^Pebb^Beach Campground - Yurayqir National Park 

^Station Creek Campground - Yurayqir National Park 
• lllaroo Campground - Yurayqir National Park 



History and out-back ^ 

touring galore, 

Innamincka is an 
out-back 4WDing paradise 

Surrounded by the Strzelecki, Sturt Stony 
and Tirari Deserts, Innannincka is South 
Australia’s out-back playground. If you’re 
into Aussie history you have to check this 
place out. Plenty of day trips or longer 
rennote touring tracks are on offer. 
Innannincka has sonnething for everyone. 


Old strzelecki Track - Strzelecki 


Cordillo Downs Road 

Desert 


Coongie Track - Innamincka Regional 
Reserve 


Cullyamurra Waterhole - Innamincka 
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TOP THREE TRACKS 


Mt Gill Track - Warraweena Conservation Park 


• Cockatoo Dunbar Looo Track - Warraweena Conservation Park 


TOP THREE CAMPS 

• Brachina Gorae - Flinders Ranoes National Park 


e you explore me i 
untry, so nnake sui 
j’re gonna need to 
I much to see. The 
sure addition to o 


LITHGOW, NSW 


You’d be hard pressed to 
find more epic 4WDing and 
camping so close to Sydney 

Located two hours west of Sydney, 
Lithgow has a rich history and is 
surrounded by plenty of bushland, 
two ingredients which make it a 
perfect spot for 4WDing and 
camping. Throw on your muddies 
and pack a camera cos you’re 
gonna have plenty of opportunities 
to show off your truck’s capabili- 
ties, and grab some amazing 
scenic shots. 


HAWKER 


5A 
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Wiloena Pound - Flinders Ranoes National Park 


• Firetruck Hill - 

Lidsdale State Forest 

• Mt. Walker Summit Climb 

- Lake Lyell 

• Spanish Steps - 

Newnes State Forest 


TOP THREE CAMPS 


• Woolshed Flats - Cocoparra 
National Park 

• Lake Lyell - Unmarked 

bush campsites 

• Newnes Campground - Newnes 















This is the wild west. Broome is the starting point to get off the 
beaten track in the Kimbertey. Up here you have some of the most 
remote and toughest 4WD tracks anywhere in Australia. The rewards 
are obvious - very few people, spectacular scenery, unspoilt beaches 
and an absolutely huge tract of country to explore. 

TOP THREE TRACKS 

• Gibb River Road - Purnululu National Park 

• Munja Track - Mount Elizabeth Station 

• Tablelands Track - Home Valley Station 

TOP THREE CAMPS 

• Quondong Point - Dampier Peninsula 

• Cape Leveque - Dampier Peninsula 

• Windjana Gorge - Windiana Gorge National Park 




The largest town in the Cape York Peninsula, 

Weipa is your launching pad to head north, or explore the beautiful 
tropical landscape of the Cape. Surrounded by legendary 4WDing, 
world famous pubs and perfect campsites, Weipa is way up on the list 
of 4WD hotspots! What are you waiting for? 


TOP THREE TRACKS 


^ B arrag e Track 

• Pennefather Beach Tracks - Pennefather Beach 

• Frenchman’s Track - Iron Range National Park 


TOP THREE CAMPS 


• Pennefather River Camping Area - Pennefather River 

• TentpoLe Cam p - T entpol^ Creek 

• Cullen Point Camping Area - Mapoon 






The amount of 4WDing that is 
packed into this area makes 
it an absolute goldmine 


Walhalla is around 100km due east of Melbourne and is an old 
goldmining town, the 4WDing through here is perfect for a low range 
weekend, but we guarantee you’ll want to stay longer. There is so 
much to discover, with alpine huts and tracks scattered all over the 
place. Strap on your boots, and your muddies, and have a go. 


TOP THREE TRACKS 


Army Track - Walhalla 













Tasmania's Tasmania - this 
small Island located off the 
south east of Tassie has it all! 


Located off the south east of Tasmania, Bruny Island is wet and wild 
with rugged seascapes and unspoilt bush. Wildlife is abundant and 
really gives you the idea that you are far away from anywhere. 
Outstanding 4WDing and picture-perfect camp sites combine to make 
Bruny Island a must see. 


TOP THREE TRACKS 

• Hanssons Road - Adventure Ba' 


TOP THREE CAMPS 

> Cloudy Corner - South Bruny National Park 


Cloudy Beach - South Bruny National Park 


Coolangatta Beach - Mount Manqana Forest Reserve 


The Neck - South Bruny National Park 


Jetty beach - South Bruny National Park 



Home to some of Australia's 
most idyllic coastline and 4WDing 


Western Australia’s expansive coastline and varied inland terrain 
makes it a perfect 4WD hotspot. You’re going to find a challenge 
wherever you decide to go, whether it is inland or coastal, the tracks 
near Harvey showcase unbelievable scenery that is only matched by 
the incredible 4WDing. It’s definitely worth a trip. 


TOP THREE TRACKS 

• HarvevStaDles Line 


• Brunswick Junction 


• Ferguson Valley to Wellington NP 

TOP THREE CAMPS 
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On the banks of the Murray River, 

Mildura is a hub for many 4WDers 

Head pretty much any direction out of Mitdura 
and you’LL find an adventure. Situated on the banks of the mighty 
Murray River, the area surrounding Mitdura is a land of contrasts. 
Colourful, vivid landscapes that are common near the Murray give 
way to huge desert-like expanses in the outer regions. One thing’s for 
certain though - you won’t be disappointed! 

TOP THREE TRACKS 

• Border Track- Murray-Sunset National Park 

• Sunset Track - Murray-Sunset National Park 

• Underbool Track - Murray-Sunset National Park 

TOP THREE CAMPS 

• Police Bend - Murray River 

• Border Camping Area - Murray-Sunset National Park 

• Rocket Lake Camping Area - Murray-Sunset National Park 


Your gateway to the capep 
Cooktown is the start of 
every 4WDers dream trip 



On the east coast of the Cape York Peninsula, once you reach 
Cooktown you know your Cape adventure is only days away. Make 
sure you take some time to check out the local 4WDing though, 
because there are some absolutely cracking tracks around here. Be 
prepared for some insanely difficult sections of track. 


TOP THREE TRACKS 


• CREB Track - Daintree Rainforest 

• Laura to Mavtown track 

• Bathurst Head Track - Cape Melville National Park 


TOP THREE CAMPS 


• Elim Beach - Hope Vale Aboriginal Community 

• Roaring Meg Falls - CREB Track 

• Endeavour River Escap e - Cooktown 





They don’t call it the Sunshine Coast for nothing! With Moreton Island 
to the south and Fraser to the North, you can flip a coin in the 
morning and start living on island time the same day. If you’re after 
some low-range tough tracks that threaten to swallow your truck 
whole - don’t say we didn’t warn you about the Glass House 
Mountains! 


TOP THREE CAMPS 


Teewah Beach - Great Sandy National Park 


Sandy Cape - Fraser Island 


The Wrecks - Moreton Island 


The best of both worlds with 
mountainous inland tracks 
and incredible tropical islands 


• Big Red Track - Glasshouse Mountains 

• Fraser Island - Fraser Island 

• Moreton Island - Moreton Island 


TOP THREE TRACKS 










Head up north to check out 
the appeal of Australia's 
most northern capital 

The most northern capital city of 
Australia, Darwin offers heaps of 
exciting 4WDing, with plenty of 
National Parks nearby. The 
legendary Kakadu National Park 
provides an amazing backdrop for 
4WDing adventures with wetlands, 
rock formations and waterfalls 
throughout. Make sure you have 
plenty of time to explore. 


TOP THREE TRACKS 


• Reynold River Track - 

Litchfield National Park 


• Jim Jim Road - Kakadu 
National Park 


• Gunn Point Road - Koolpinyah 


TOP THREE CAMPS 


• Daly River Camp Site - 

Daly River Conservation Park 

• Shady Camp - 

Mary River National Park 

• Surprise Creek Falls - 

Litchfield National Park 


KARRATHA, WA 

Karratha means ‘good country’ in 
the local Aboriginal language, and 
that’s exactly what it is 



TOP THREE TRACKS 


• Skull Springs Road - Karlamilyi National Park 

• Coppin Gap Road - Coppin Gap 

• Graphite Valley Track - Karlamilyi National Park 


South of Broome and the Kimberley, Karratha offers a doorway to 
spectacular scenic views without the crowds. You can expect 
stunning waterfalls and gorges in the National Parks but you’ll have 
to be prepared to slog through some long, rough 4WD tracks to find 
them. Or relax on the beach, your choice. 


TOP THREE CAMPS 


• Dale's Gorge Campsite - Karijini National Park 

• Coolbro Pool Campsite - Karlamilyi NaJ^ional Park 

• Cape Keraudren Campsite - Pardoo 











GREAT WAYS 






RETURN-TO-CENTRE 
STEERING DAMPER 


OUR ALL-TIME 
BEST-SELLING PRODUCT! 


TOUGH DOG 
FOAM CELL SHOCKS 


CHOOSE FACTS 
OVER FICTION! 


The award-winning RTC (return-to-centre) steering damper is one of our 
best-selling products. The coil-over design helps keep the steering centred; 
no natter the road surface or terrain. For extreme applications, there is a 
big-bore RTC damper to suit some Landcruisers, Patrols, and F250s. 
Wrapped in a tough steel spring that works on the "Return-to-Centre" 
principle. When compressed, the spring gently pushes back to the neutral 
position. When extended, the spring gently pulls back to the neutral position. 


PHONE US 

OR VISIT 

WWW.4WD1.COM 


The winner of 4WD Action magazine’s 19-page torture and comparison test. These shocks have a large 
bore (41mm) and are built for heavy-duty use and for coil-sprung vehicles. The use of a micro-cellular 
foam insert has produced a new breed of shocks, which are more resistant to fade. Provides more 
control than your regular 35mm bore product and no compromise in comfort. In the 4WD Action 
magazine (#165) 19-page torture and comparison test. Tough Dog shocks 'collared' the competition, and 
were awarded 1st place in a line-up that included Koni, Bilstein, Old Man Emu, Ultimate, Raw and TJM. 
Meet your new best friend! 


“It really makes your vehicle a pleasure to steer!” FREE DELIVERY* 


O No. 1 Winner 


FREE DELIVERY* 
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BEST 

PUMP! 


IT WILL LEAVE MOST OTHER 
PUMPS BREATHLESS! 







FIVE 

YEAR 

WARRANTY 



Winner of a gruelling 24-pump comparison test! 

In the speed inflation test of eight tyres, the 
DR AIR PRO-FLOW did the job in 25 mins and 
30 secs. Tyre size was 33x11.5x16. The DR AIR 
PRO-FLOW did the job in excess of 8 mins faster 
than the TJM Portable, and almost 2 mins faster 
than the Opposite Lock Twin Tounge pump. ARB’s 
CKMP12 pump did not finish. Includes carry bag. 




Having a fully stocked and properly 
maintained recovery kit is an essential 
accessory for any 4WD enthusiast. It's very 
important to have quick and easy accessibility 
to all your recovery equipment. Developed 
especially for Australia, Warn® is a brand you 
can trust. Starter kit $130 (includes 8000kg 
Snatch, 2 x 3.2T Bow Shackles, Gloves and 
Storage Bag). Full kit just $259. 



Ironman’s Monster winch range is a 
rule-breaker. Their component specification 
and build-quality is worthy of world-class 
recognition. Unprecedented design features 
ensure maximum reliability and long-term 
performance. Includes remote motor breather 
and hose, competition-style solenoid, premium 
motor and gearbox sealing, and a combination 
wireless or plug-in controller with in-built LED. 


FREE DELIVERY* 


FREE DELIVERY* 


SUIT COIL 
SPRINGS FROM 


LEAF 

SPRINGS FROM 



Comfort-ride suspensions can’t carry heavy 
loads. Heavy-duty springs ride rough when 
the vehicle is unloaded. Firestone airbags 
allow you to tune your suspension 
under all load and road conditions. 

Simple installation. Good DIY instructions. 
Australia-wide delivery. Kits are available to 
suit either your factory suspension and 
most raised applications. No loss of travel! 


CALLUS 
FOR MORE 


lfyour4WD is fitted with larger tyres, 
load-bearing accessories, tows or loves to 
get off the blacktop, there is a significant 
increase in demand on your braking 
requirments in any given circumstance. 4WD1 
distributes DBA disc rotors (including the 
amazing slotted 4x4 Survival Series) as well 
as complementing Bendix 4WD-spec pads 
with Titanium Stripe! 


WHO KNOW 
1HEWQMJ1 













Unlike cars, most 4WDs need a steering 
damper to control front-end shimmy and/or 


Waiting to air down is boring. The Kakadoo 
“Quick” tyre deflator expels air more like a 


Ironman’s IceCube Fridge/Freezer is 
first-class in both quality function. German 


GREAT WAYS 


PHONE 

1300004931 

Our staff know their stuff 
and are helpful. 


WEBSITE 


WAREHOUSE 

Monday-Friday 

8am - 5pm 


www.4wd1.com 

Buy online. Our website is 
informative and easy to use. 


BEST TYRE DEFLATORS 


wide tyres that often seem to have a mind of 
their own, especially offroad. The Tough Dog 
heavy-duty EXT has a larger bore size than 
most original dampers. This means more 
control, better handling and less driver 
fatigue. Tough Dog EXT dampers bolt up to 
the existing mounts, so fitment is easy! 


gunshot to your rubber’s sidewall than a 
trickle of air through its valve. Unlike 
individual brass screw-on deflators, this 
product bypasses the tyre’s valve core for 
rapid air-down of even the biggest tyre. 
Easy to use and precisely control. No need 
for re-calibrating or re-adjustment. 


Danfoss BD-35F compressor. 3-stage battery 
protection. Dual setting modes. Internal LED 
and super-tough construction. 30L and 
bonus insulated tough bag $645. 

40L and bonus insulated tough bag $695. 
50L and bonus insulated tough bag $775. 

Do the math! 


BIGUFT 

KIT SPECIALISTS 


^ FREE DELIVERr 



L FREE DELIVERr 


PATROL AND LANDCRUISER 




1 

275 

1 

EACH 








TOUGH DOG BIG BORE 
ADJUSTABLE SHOCKS 


If you have a full-size 4WD with raised 
suspension and you carry heavy loads, tow, or 
just need superb control in any conditions, 
these shocks are unbeatable. The Tough Dog 
big-bore shock has a 70mm outer case, a 
whopping 45mm piston, and is ride-adjustable 
via an external 9-position knob. Provides the 
control high-lift vehicles need. 


1 XTREME 

S; BREATHE! Z 

1 OUTBACK CLUTCHES 

^ IRONMAN AIRFORCE SNORKEL 


Xtreme Outback clutch kits are 
High-performance and Heavy-duty in 
function while retaining good everyday 
drive-characteristics and pedal feel. Xtreme 
Outback clutch kits are perfect for 4WDs with 
larger or more aggressive tyres, engine or 
power management upgrades such as hot 
chips or turbo-charging, and tow vehicles. 


Ironman Airforce snorkel kits look and fit 
great! Increased forced air to your engine for 
improved vehicle performance. Allows less 
dust into your engine. High quality 
polyethylene (LLPDE) and UV resistant. In 
built rain deflector design to stop water 
intake during heavy rain. Template and fitting 
instructions included. 


Premium quality 4" (100mm) 5” (125mm) & 6" 
(150mm) suspension kits. For those boys who 
want a big boys toy or comp-spec offroader. Kit 
includes 45mm Tough Dog adjustable shocks. 
Tough Dog coils, 3 degree castor bushes (or 
plates for 5-6" kits), adjustable pan hard rods, 
transmission spacer (Patrol) and extended 
brake hose kit. Optional upgrades with spring 
rates, steering damper, abs compatible brake 
hoses, sway bar extensions or drop boxes. 

PHONE us 

OR VISIT 

WWW.4WD1.COM 


FREE DELIVERY' 
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HARDCORE 

GEAR 



Rancho Suspension, with around 60-years of experience in 
preniun-quality 4WD suspension components manufacturing, 
make extra-long travel shocks for customiser applications. 
Meet the all new RS7000MT 46mm bore monotube shock. 
Massive range in stock, including 12, 13, 14 + 15”- inch 
travel shocks. Steering dampers also available. 




PHONE US 

OR VISIT 

WWW.4WD1.COM 



Patrol bolt-in design drop-boxes $386 (pair). 
Patrol radius arm spacers $79 (pair). Heavy-duty 
extended lift shackles $230 (pair). Extended 
brake lines from $120 (pair). Patrol HD rear upper 
adjustable trailing arms $298 (pair). Patrol HD 
rear lower +11mm or +16MM trailing arms $298 
(pair). Navara D21/D22 idler arm brace $85. 

Patrol extended/adjustable swaybar links $198 
(pair). D40 Navara or KL)N26 Hilux upper 
adjustable control arms $799 (pair). Patrol 
whopping 38mm dia. chromoly draglink with 
damper bracket and female rod ends $425. 


VISIT4WD1.COM 



These RockCrawler® shock absorbers have been designed to 
provide you a balanced and controlled ride. RockCrawler® shocks 
provide exceptional performance for both standard and raised 
height 4WDs whilst delivering superior ride control and comfort, 
both on and off-road. Features 35mm bore and low-pressure gas 
design. $110 each. BONUS Rockcrawler® urban cap when you get 
a set of (4). 
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With its widened rear wheel arches and checker plate adorning 
the tops of the front guards, Shane’s Defender is all about being a 
true tourer that doesn’t suffer in the bush. The agricultural lines 
of the Land Rover connbine with sonne basic tubular steel 
reinforcement in the form of a bullbar of unknown origin and 
Terrafirma sill bars to make the England native more than a 
match for the rigours of the Aussie outback. Add to that a roof 
rack packed with Maxtrax and all the essential camping gear and 
a pull-out awning and Shane’s off before you can say ‘Go beyond’. 

“Probably the best trip we’ve done so far is the one we just 
returned from. I’ve only had the truck about eight months and it 
was nice to do something different. Doing the camping and the 
touring was great. I bought it for the touring side of things, as the 
Jimny I had wasn’t ideal. The Defender was a proven vehicle. I 
knew the mechanic that did a lot of the work on it, and I knew it 
was a good truck. It’s seen most of Australia in its time so 
hopefully I’ll be able to do a few of those trips with it again. 

“We’ll shoot up to Fraser to give it a bit of a warm-up. After 
that we’ll head to the Cape and then out over the Simmo. They’re 
the trips on horizon. Part of the interest I have in touring comes 
from wanting to see parts of the country myself. You look at 
magazines like 4WD Action and you watch TV shows and you want 
to see it for yourself.’’ 

Shane says that the handiest accessory in the Defender is the 
on-board air compressor. “It’s great to pump up the tyres, and as 
we do a bit of beach work, having on-board air encourages you to 
do your tyre pressures properly. If you do them properly you’re 
going to get further and you’re more likely to get out of what 
you’ve gotten yourself into as well. You’re also better on the truck 
than if you just tried to get by without doing your pressures, and 
you’ve got it there when you’re ready to drive on the highway 
again. It’s simple, but you’ll get way more out of your 4WD with 
one, than without.’’ 


to keep muddy 
out of the intake. Looks like it 
ict tall enouah 


W ould you buy a 
near 20 year old 
4WD with 
almost half a 
million 

kilometres on the clock? How 
about one that had been modified 
and was still running on its 
original, unopened engine? If it 
sounds like madness to you, rest 
assured, you’re not alone. But for 
Shane Gosewisch, owner of this 
battle hardened Defender, it was 
the smartest off-road purchase 
he’s ever made. 

“I used to own a Pajero iO that 
had a lift, extended Tough Dogs in 
the rear, sliders, under-body 
plates, a snorkel, the lot. It used to 
get along nicely and I was just 
about to start doing some more 
modifications to it when the Suzuki 
Jimny came up for sale. That was a 
local truck and I just had to have it. 
It was a daily driver but not a very 
practical one, and just a bit of fun 
on weekends. That’s part of why it 
had to go. It just wasn’t that 
practical or big enough for touring. 
It had big reduction gears and 33in 
tyres so it was revving too hard 
everywhere. You had to do 
4600rpm to see 95kph in top gear 
and the full chro-moly exo cage 
was a bit much.’’ 

“The Defender was another 
local 4WD. I knew the mechanic 
that did a lot of the work to it and 
maintained it for the owner, and it 
had been looked after really well 
and modified sensibly. Even 
though it had done 430,000kms 
on the original engine it still pulls 
well and is a lot nicer than the 
Jimny on the highway.’’ 

Knowing the history of a used 
vehicle is a massive bonus, and if 
you’re lucky, it can set you up for 
a potential bargain, especially for 
a vehicle with this many 
kilometres on the odometer. Land 


Rovers have a reputation for 
being pretty hardy things provided 
they are well maintained, but with 
this example having travelled the 
equivalent of more than ten times 
around the planet before Shane 
even got his hands on it, surely 
there have been problems. 

Shane explains, “It’s been fine 
since I’ve had it. It doesn’t leak 
any more than a Defender 
normally does, and with a steel 
floor with holes in it, any water 
that gets in always has a way of 
getting out again. The engine is 
still original and pulls nicely 
considering the life it’s had. It 
hasn’t even been rebuilt. The 
gearbox has been refreshed and 
the injector pump was done about 
60,000kms ago. 

“I got a really good buy, 
especially considering the previous 
owner wasn’t necessarily ready to 
part with it and it’s easy to look 
after. Generally if you keep the oils 
and fluids up on them and look 
after it they seem to last pretty well. 
There’s not a lot of electronics on it 
so there’s less to actually break or 
fail. After a trip I just Gurney the 
mud off it and it’s pretty well good 
to go. It goes in for a service after 
any big trip and if something feels 
wrong I get it checked, but it’s 
generally either 5,000km or 
10,000km services depending on 
how I’ve been driving it. 

“If it’s been working hard I’ll do 
it earlier, but at the moment, it’s 
mainly just a daily driver, which is 
a bit sad. When we go out in it it’ll 
be down on the beach for a fish or 
on one of the tracks out around 
Goffs. We just pick a track and 
continue on for a bit, then pick a 
left or right and see where it 
takes us. If you head east from 
anywhere around Goffs you’ll get 
back out on the coast some- 
where.’’ 
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WOULD YOU BUY a: 
4WamTH ALMOST 
HALFAMILLWN 
KILOMETRES ON 
THE BLOCK? 


V-The simplest of steel bars is more 
j^than enough to mount the winch, j 
^ extra lighting and UHF antenna^ 






4 SUSPENSION, DRIVETRAIN & ENGINE 


The BiLstein shock absorbers and afternnarket springs sit Shane’s 
Defender just two inches higher than stock, but this has proved 
more than enough clearance for the types of tracks and terrain 
he’s tackled so far. 

“Whereas my Suzuki was probably better at climbing rocks, 
this thing handles the touring side of things much better and can 
drive up the side of a mountain. The Defender would be fun on 
portals, I reckon, but it’s pretty capable as it is.’’ 

Considering the work Shane’s engine has done, it’s not bad on 
juice either. The 2.5L four-pot is sipping at a pretty consistent 
12.3/100, which is not bad considering the brick-like shape of the 
Defender and the kilometres already completed. If there’s ever a 
problem with the vehicle, Shane cites readily available parts and 
an extremely basic engine package as the reasons why this 
vehicle isn’t overly expensive to keep running, adding that, 
“Sometimes you might have to get a part out of the UK, but the 
interchangeable nature of the various Land Rover models is 
pretty good and prices aren’t any worse than anything by Suzuki 
or Toyota. There is plenty of aftermarket support available too.’’ 





nmAs 


* INTERIOR 


There’s nothing in the cabin of Shane’s Land Rover that doesn’t 
need to be there and that’s very ctearty the way he Likes it. After 
all, if the driver’s connpartnnent is cluttered with gear you’re 
Less Likely to tackle the tracks and obstacles that let water in, 
and that’s to say nothing of the available space that is already 
at a prenniunn. 

“Driver’s connfort is a bit of a connpronnise as it is. Your right 
arnn has to be tucked in unless the window is open, but the floor 
lets the water back out if it gets in anyway, so it’s not that nnuch 
of a problenn. High on the list of things to do next will be to redo 
the dash and fit a new centre console and sonne new gauges. A 
new radio, nnove the CB into the dash and possibly a bit of engine 
nnonitoring as well. Ideally, I’ll have a device that can nnonitor 
EGTs, coolant level, coolant tennp and sonne other vitals. I’d like a 
tacho as well.’’ 

In the back of the Defender behind the cargo barrier is a set of 
drawers and storage that Shane says has nnade great use of the 
available space. He’s now able to store stuff out of the way and 
still have space for luggage, a fridge and all the essentials 
required to head bush for a week or two. 
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VEHICLE: 1995 Land Rover Defender 


ENGINE: 2.5L turbo diesel 4-cylinder 


GEARBOX: Standard 5-speed 


SUSPENSION: 

FRONT: Bilstein coil overs 
REAR: Bilstein coil overs 


TYRES: BF Goodrich Mud Terrain 


WHEELS: 16in bead lock alloys 


OTHER GOOD GEAR: Steel bullbar, Terrafirma steel sill bars, 
steering rack protection, ARB twin air compressor, Warrior 
C9500 winch. Maxi Drive lockers front and rear 
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BRISBANE 4X4 SHOW SPECIAL: VU'L OFF 

ALL MARKED PRICES* valid .nuthApn, 20,5 


Powerful 


TM 






ACCESSORIES 




re.'. 




rF 


wwn^mpowerful^yc^mCornmiau 





FREE FREIGHT 


^I'RMfRacksi 


Premium RocksUdert 

: vj wg g y ^;^wog?r7afMH 

KB BrushbarXomboV 


SSiStainless steel Exhaust Systems; 


Reart Step.&’iiTow, Bar 


Premium BuUbar 


TOYOTA 


Premium Package 

• 2 X Wheel Carriers 

• 1 X Dual Jerry Can Holder 

• lx Light Pole 

• 1 X LED Light Bar ^ 

ja iU^J[£u4>; 


*Show Price! 


AUSTRALIA WIDE SHIPPING SOME PRICES SUBJECT TO FREIGHT SYDNEY SHOWROOM: 1300 554 923 • sros locations: 
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Drawer ^Systems 









WATER 



CROSSING 




PREVENT ENGINE DAMAGE 



Wlran travelling through water it is important to create a bow wave at the ftont of the vehicle to 
prevent a rush of water into the enginebay that will darnage engine electrics and cause the engine 
to stall in the middle of the crosang. The rush of water may also cause the engine fan to be forced 
Into the radiator and in turn damage the fan and cause leaks in the cooling system. 

The Tough Water Crossing Bra prevents water from entering the enginebay of the vehicle and 
creates an even bow wave allowing you to cross the water crosang carefuly and confidently. 
Made from thick PVC coated woven polyester with adjustable nylon shock cord straps, the Tough 
Water Crossing Bra Is able to fit a wide variety of vehicles, 

toughtoysxom.au 

Store: Unit 3/18 Randall St Stacks Creek 4127 Ph: (07j 3166 9286 
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CLUTCH FAILURE 


I f you’re Looking for a ute 
you can use for work, but 
still drag through the 
nnud on the weekend, 
there’s not a lot that 
stacks up next to the big D40 
Navara. 

With their solid petrol and 
diesel V6’s and in-line 4 cylinder 
diesel donks, the Nav’s have a 
fair amount of grunt to throw 
around. Couple that up with the 


7 speed auto in the ST-X 550 and 
you’ve got a solid platform for an 
all-rounder. 

But, like all 4WDs, they’ve got 
their weaknesses too. What 
goes wrong with them, and what 
are the tricks to getting the 
most out of ’em? To find out, we 
caught up with a few blokes 
who’ve built up some tough as 
nails Navaras and Ben Lavis 
from Drivetech 4x4. 




Being an IPS front truck, the D40 handles exceptionally well on 
the black top, and even better in the scrub. It just needs to be 
driven a little more carefully and the driver a little more picky of 
the lines they take. Easy and cheap suspension upgrades and 
engine components make it a solid base to start from, and a 
comfortable and capable all-round tourer. 



j 


’I 


! Making the D40 a little easier to drive, Nissan has equipped the 
: D40 with a dual-mass flywheel and softer clutch pressure plate. 

! With some clutches in the D40 having worn out within 15,000km 
; due to the softer pressure plate and flywheel warping. Ensure 
: that the clutch bites well, and the pedal is smooth the whole way 
I to the floor. It appears that Nissan have fixed this issue as there 
I hasn’t been as many issues with the later model D40s. 


j 


WHAT CAUSES THE ISSUE 


j The dual-mass flywheel is essentially two thinner flywheels 
i joined with a rubber matt between them, which takes up some of 
i the shock when operating the clutch. The rubber matt has been 
j known to split, and also as the two flywheels are thinner than a 
! single flywheel, they are susceptible to warp due to the heat. 
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COSTTOGETrrnXED 


j Typical costs for a new dual-mass flywheel and a heavier duty 
I clutch kit is north of the $3000 mark including labour. However 
I there is a standard single mass flywheel conversion available 
I from Drivetech 4X4, which should set you back about $2000 with 
j a heavy-duty clutch kit. 


HOW TO HAGGLE 
AND BUY A BARGAIN 

WHAT TO LOOK FOR WHEN 
SHOPPING FOR A D40 NAV 




] BONNET LOCK RECALL 


Nissan recalled the D40 Navara for an issue with the bonnet 
latch. A run of the Navaras had an issue with the latch popping 
over hard corrugations. Nissan has resolved this issue with a 
latch strap, which you attach to the front apron whilst putting the 
bonnet down. Get in touch with Nissan and see if yours is in the 
run that has this issue and is under the current recall. Some of 
the R51 Pathfinders were also recalled for the same issue. 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


Get in touch with your local Nissan Dealership and have them run 
the VIN number to see if your Nav is effected under the recall. 
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Being a recall, whether you’ve bought this new or used, Nissan will 
cover the costs of the strap and labour under the recall scheme. 



il THROTTLE LAG 


The YD25 4-cylinder has been known to be a little slow on pick up 
with the drive-by-wire throttle setup. Installing a Windbooster 
throttle controller will help stop any lag. The system is plugged into 
the drive-by-wire plug at the top of the throttle pedal, with a control 
module you can mount on the dash for different throttle modes. 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


If you find the D40 to be a little slow on pickup and a moments 
hesitation between throttle input and engine response, it might 
be worth looking into one of these solutions. 


COST TO GET IT FIXED 


You can pick up the Windbooster throttle controller for around the 
$200-$250 mark, and installation is simple plug and play. 














ESSENTIAL MODS 
AND UPGRADES 

1^ SUSPENSION LIFT ^ 

2in Lift and a set of decent 33in rubber will get you up in the air 
running tracks with the best of ‘enn, but still keep good on-road 
characteristics and use as a work horse. 


HOTSIDE TURBO PIPING ^ 


It’s worth thinking about fitting an afternnarket hot-side 
intercooler pipe as the factory pipes have a habit of perishing, 
and being sonnewhat restrictive. It will nnake the Nav boost 
snnoother and the pipe will never blow out. 



EXHAUST SYSTEM ^ 


An afternnarket exhaust systenn is a nnust for the D40s as the 
factory systenns are restrictive. A full three-inch systenn on the 
2.5L four-banger fronn turbo back is the order of the day. Making 
sure the systenn starts at the turbo instead of the bottonn of the 
dunnp pipe ensures he gets nnaxinnunn exhaust flow, as sonne of 
the factory dunnp pipes are very restrictive. 





UNDERBODY ARMOUR 



For underbody protection it’s worth fitting up an afternnarket 
bash plate under the front diff, sunnp and gearbox. This is 
invaluable for when out rock crawling, to save you dinting or 
puncturing anything under the front of your truck. Drivetech 4x4 
have just released a range of underbody arnnour in partnership 
with Rival that is nnore than tough enough for the job. 



www.4wdaction.com.au 




IS WHAT MOD CANT THE 
TRUCK LIVE WITHOUT? 


j Most people think if you have a factory fitted snorkel the air intake [ 
i systenn is water tight, which is rarely the case. On the outside \ 
\ these snorkels look the part, but it only takes a thinnble of water [ 

I to kill a diesel engine, and you’ll find where the factory snorkel [ 

[ passes through the inner guard there is only foann there to seal it. t 

■ The best thing to do here, is to rennove the foann, and get it sealed ■ 

■ up nice and tight with sonne silicone, or replace it fronn the airbox « 

I with an afternnarket snorkel. Drivetech 4x4 have a new range of ■ 

t Safari Snorkels that are definitely worth checking out. | 



\M NEXT LEVEL MOD 


After you’ve connpleted the nnandatory suspension lift, one of the 
best nnods you can do is a replacennent hot side hose from your 
turbo to your intercooler. The factory pipes are somewhat 
restrictive and have a habit of blowing out. Not something you 
want to happen when out on the tracks. This mod will get your 
truck breathing just that much better, and more reliable for those 
long trips away from home and civilisation. 






ADVICE FROM THE OWNERS 


r We spoke with Tim Mundt, Scott McGeachie and Chris Hole, all 
I owners of built D40s for some tips, tricks and ideas on how to 
j modify your D40 to outwheel a HiLux. 


j M Get a throttle controller. The factory fly-by-wire throttle is 
I A slower than a wet week! 


\ fj Get a hot pipe on the intercooler as soon as you can. It helps | 
j ^ with boost and wont perish. j 

j W Use a good quality fuel filter - cheap knock offs won’t hold | 
[ J fuel pressure and you’ll need to prime the fuel system every | 
i morning! j 


4 Make sure you get the bonnet latch checked for the recall. 
Can be deadly if it pops up at the wrong moment. 

5 The Spanish and Thai built models do have differences and 
will affect which bolt on parts you use. Specifically the 
bullbar mounts are different between the models, so you’ll need 
to know which one you’ve got, before ordering a bar. 

B When you bolt up an exhaust system and install a chip, make 
sure you clean the Mass Air Flow sensor. They’ve been known 
to run very rich if this is not done. 




7 If lifting bigger than 4in in the suspension, get a set of 
wedges to reallign the rear pinion. Otherwise you’ll get 
massive vibrations when driving. 




8 The front diffs have weak star gears. Best way to fix them is 
get a locker in the front whether air activated or electric as 
soon as you can. 




^ SPECIFICATIONS ^ 

ENGINES 

PETROL: 

• 3954ccDOHCV6 

198kW fa 5600rpm/385Nm 0 4000rpm 

DIESEL: 

• 2488cc DOHC common-rail 

128kW la 4000rpm/403Nm la 2000rpm 

106kW la 4000rpm/356Nm la 2000rpm (Single cab models) 

UOkW la 4000rpm/450Nm la 2000rpm (2010 - on) 

• 2991 CC DOHC common-rail 



1 70kW la 3750rpm/ 550Nm la 1 750rpm 

TRANSMISSIONS: 

MANUAL -Six-speed 

AUTOMATIC - Five-speed 

AUTOMATIC - Seven-speed (ST-X 550 only) 

SUSPENSION: 

FRONT - Double wishbone - coil over struts, anti-roll bar 
REAR - Leaf springs, rigid live axle 

BRAKES: 



PARTS & 
SERVICING WITH 



In the market for a D40 Navara? They're tough-as-nails tourers, 
but there are a couple of bits of gear they'll need that are worth 
knowing the price of, so you can haggle the asking price down. 
Here are the most common bits of gear that Ben at Drivetech 4x4 
says are sold for the D40: 


FRONT - Ventilated discs 


REAR - Leading and trailing shoe drums 

TOWING: 

3000kg max IbrakedI 

FUEL CAPACITY: 

80L 

DIMENSIONS/CAPACITIES: 

HEIGHT: 1895mm 
WIDTH: 1767mm 
LENGTH: 5220mm 

GROUND CLEARANCE: 190mm 

KERB WEIGHT: 1850kq 

GROSS VEHICLE MASS: 2805kg |2860kg - ST-X 550) 


HEAVY DUTY SINGLE MASS FLYWHEEL CONVERSION: from $2,060 

CLUTCH KIT (DUAL-MASS, 2.5TD): $750.00 

WATER PUMP (2.5TD); $155.00 

VISCOUS FAN COUPLING (2.5TD1: $205.00 

FILTER KIT (06-ON, SPANISH-BUILT): $91 .00 

FILTER KIT (06-ON, THAI-BUILT): $81 

FUEL MANAGER KIT (ALL MODELS): $309.00 

REAR WHEEL BEARINGS (ALL MODELS): $180.00ea 

SUSPENSION LIFT KIT; from $1,345. 

RIVAL UNDERBODY ARMOUR KIT; $889 
SAFARI SNORKEL; $420 
SUMOSPRINGS AIRLESS AIRBAGS: $795 



To find your nearest stockist, 
visit vwvw.drivetech4x4.com.au. 


DRIVETECH 4X4 


SI CONTACT 


















4wclsystems. com. au 

We design, We manufacture, We sell worldmde! Visit Our Web Site for many more Products 


Turbo Charger Kits 

Australian Manufacture 

Landcruiser 

75, 78/9, 80 & 100 1 HZ 

I $2750 I 

Std 95kw 285nnn 

Turbo 125kw SQOnrn 
Intercooled 130kw 460nnn 

Patrol 

GQ, GU TD42 Patrol 

( $2999 I 

Std 85kw 264nm 

Turbo 130kw 388nm 
Intercooled 135kw 450nnn 

Call for Other Models 




Intercooler Kits 


Front Mount 

Monster Capacity 
450 X 300 X 76 

80 Series 

1 $ 1275 ) 



Top Mount 

Landcruiser 
75, 79, 80, 100 
Series 


[ $999 


Top Mount 

Patrol S.OLi 
DID & CRD 

[ $999 


Patrol 4.2Li 

Top Mount 


1999-03 t $1195 ] 
1999-03 i $1395 ) 
2003-06 ( ^999 ) 


Light Bars 


7 to 50” 



^ From ^86 


Rang^ 



Single & Double Row, Curved 


Storage Drawers 


Landcruiser, Patrol, Prado, Navara, Hilux, Rodeo, Triton, Ranger & Others 




• Lift up Side Panels 

• Lockable Chrome Handles 

• Delivered Pre-assembled 


Easy DIY Fit 
Optional Fridge Slide 
Optional Half Cargo Barrier 


3 Year 
Warranty 


Winches 

9,500 lb - 1 2,000 ib 



Roof Racks 

HD Off Road Racks for a Range 
of vehicles, Landcruiser, Patrol, 
Triton, Hilux & many more. 



From 

$380 


Mandrel Hi Flo 
Exhausts 

3” GU 4.2 Fac. TD. inc Dump 

.. $799 

3” GU 3.0 Fac. TD inc Dump 

.. $799 

3” D22 3Li TD inc. Dump 

.. $799 

3” D40 Nav TD inc Dump 

... $799 

3” Hilux 3Li TD inc. Dump 

.. $799 

3” Prado 3Li 

.. $849 

3” 76 V8 TDi inc Dump 

... $849 

3” 79 V8 TDi inc Dump 

... $893 

3” 79 V8 TDi Dual Cab 

$893 

3” 79 6 TDi 

.. $893 

3” 80 Factory TD Inc Dump 

.. $799 

3” 100 Factory TD inc Dump 

... $799 

3” 200 Factory TD 

$1152 

Turbo Dump Pipes from 

.. $173 

Also: Rodeo 2.8, S.OLi, Colorado, DMax, 

Challenger 2.5, Ranger and Courier, 

Surf 2LTE, Triton 


Extractors for Petrols Available 


Dual Battery 
Kits 

140 Amp 
Isolator 

HD Cradle Kit 

HD Wiring Kit 

Over 40 
Models 

Snorkels 

BIG 

RANGE 

Many 

Models 

Check Our Web Site 

[prom $149^ 

Drop Boxes 

2” Extended Greaseable 
Shackles £ 

(Si§)5iS 

Pair ^ 


Turbo Catch Can 



Shipped^ 


Wheel Spacers 



^ Q99J 

Shipped 


IWin Spare Wheel Carrier 


• The Replacement Rear Bumper SWC comes with optional left and/or right SWC 
arm kits. Adjustable to suit a wide range of wheel diameters & offsets some inc. 35”. 

• Chassis mounted • Hilift Jack lifting points • DIY kit & instructions 

• 3 Year Warranty • Anti-corrosive undercoat & Powder Coated. 

Many Models inc. Patrol, 73, 75, 76, 78 Series, 80 and 100 
(80 & 100 Both inc. DX Barn Doors). 

• Non-Bumper Replacement Style SWC’s. See Web Site from. .$699 



From 


$1897 )C 


Australian Made 


Cargo 

Barriers 



( Most $395 1 


Air Bag Kits 



gFre e Delivery 




Prices include GST, Standard terms & conditions. Prices subject to change and availability plus freight as applicable. Some items built to order. Product specification subject to change, photographs Illustrative purposes only. 

Some products may not comply with state regulations. 

VISA, MASTERCARD, CHEQUE, LAY-BY WELCOME Post Under 20kg Check local authority before fitting or street use on road. 



599 North East Road, Gilles Plains Sth. Australia 5086 
Phone; (08) 8369 0033 Facsimile (08) 8261 5158 


Visit Our Web Site for many more Products 

www.4wdsystems.com.au 














- Save Fuel 


Gear to Gpannaviriiere 

www.facebook.com/4wdsystems 


2WD Conversions 

* Increased Fuel 
Economy 15% ** 

The LCn A) e. Sehes F!V. 

Full Tinrs iVW> venidiK can t» eMily 

loA aimpltf P^r1 Tiffia ^WQ System. 

The s^d&lirrp cantre "DiH \jk^'‘ tMJitcmi bworrifls 
me ilWO angagecwi) hutton. Ho special e#fvk:e 
bcfe era raqu-red. 

Ccmpfienwisiya IneJiiKsPofYs Tor t*e Oit owner 
« neduca ^Talnteru^4^e Costs 
-■ Il4dii^i Dfivv Lina ^aitkiaih 
BO ^eriea 8W-94 


pn^Lnjr^ 

ftrtr 


100 Serins all coll 
100 Series IPS 

ChiBfhaul Ki^ 

■OvBfhaul Kil &*ria« 


^EITTIUE 

KiroM.y 

*S4»S 

SSTO 


PARTT TIME lUT 
1 LOKKA CDMflO 

*seaa 
*$?a« 
^stooe 
■f 10VT 


Hdtu^iaify rfpwied by uasrs ij-ia% 


? CV Joinlii, all & £bu4s, A Swiwl Q^avhqo.. 

3 OV Jflinti, all Oafkttti $ £flal|, 4 Swivat &e>arrig;'E... 


..St^SS 


* WIlKHDHuhi 


JTVlf? rtUrttrffcfurtA of AtriS-ai^'A Wid9fi( rirtgtfA Of ^liTy 

rep^wfpent. fwf fanlfy for 4W^y toi 3c/hi^v« Che Uirg^U 

tuei }ft ivs^fibie wiYPput groufiti cfia^raiKe, cff-fOAiS 

peffprm^riu;e gt e^isp gf Afi |anJ^ magrnf^ ^min plug fgr -ajd/a 

i::i'e«niVMAS. fuilyweAM ur^ baCfTas 1^ Afjen^, iye^r warr^/^. 

25 VfiWS TANK BUTIDWfi EJT^EffJENCE Auar«lian Manulacture 


AifXiUAny A iPO 


Replacemenr 

^ TANKS ^ 

$865^ 


S«« W«t Site fcr Vehicle Lint 


FJ CriHS«r 

LCR 40, 00, 73, 75, 70, 

LCP75, eO, 100 
Pracio 90, 

Patrol MO, 

PathfirKl«r 
Navara D2l^ 

Coiiri'ef, B 
Jackaroo, 

Pajero-, Trit-ort, 
libpii^p CberoKee, 

Others:- 

Mu^o, Terracati 
Check Oyr Web Site far Complete Li&t 


“Over the last 26 years we have designed & developed a range of practical, stylish 
accessories at competitive prices. Fitting instructions available for most products, 
but if you need help with your installation we invite you to call and speak to 
someone involved in the design, development and fitting of our products.” 


2** Toraion Bar/Leef 
ktflUK 97-04. TfiC-oo -OS, 
r4av D22. Jackaroo -91. 
BT-&&'nsing 0 r, Rodeo 


2" Leaf f Leaf 

L-oruiser 40. 45. 60. 7S. 
Hau:^. MQ Pgtrol 
(4'^POA) 


2” Strut / Coil 
Practo, Pajero 00-on. 
Pathlindar OS-on. 
200 S^ibs 


Free D^tly^ty Most Places 

Greasdabea Shacklas.. PiFt3> Pdy Bushns. U-BoCts.. 
Torsion Ears, Loafs, CoilSv Struls^ Shocks - as Applicable. 


LOKKA 


The Most Affordable 
Traction Control 


frac^ 


3 year Uneonditionat Warranty 

Gr&at Aastraliait Afade Product 


1DD% Positive LcckJiig Automatic DitfAfentiol for Tho 
Ultimate In Off Road Treotton end Creet On Rood Hendting; 

Simpi& DtY ^nsfaWafioHr OpwWoyoyr OffPoad Perhrmance with 
ju&t ojto loAifte. Smoot/t AtjlomefTO 0/^$r'eh'oji far 
LroooTnpromissd starting, Tough, DurAtia & 

Many Olh«r MedcFs^ Avallablo 


Long Range Fuel Tanks 


Automatic Differantiai Locket 


Suspension Kits 


V^i'ii^U* av.allabl* dee<!mivigdAte diff*^int pft* ^1^*4 avi<j I^s4 

carrying reqyirarnenls. CaTJ f 4 js for advK& £ rwccomrrwiFNfstwne. 

2^ or Coil/Ooil 
GQ. GU. 
gaioQ Series. 

Bscovwy. DeterKtef. 

(4, 5. e* POA) 


SSffW Krtf <K341 *]rnmflMmC^ 

? WlsfigS^ 3 Vf 'ffmitf 


$S94 ma 


11095 SI460 


2" Stmt / Leaf 

Moiv b4D. I4ilux 06.-t^X 
triton 05 ’On. 
Cdojado. Rartger PX 


S999 $1295 


2” Coil / Leef 
■LjndCruiS^r 75. 75. 79. 
GU me (4" POA] 


«I144 


>1445) 


«T360] 


«649 


>1195 


>895 













AVA Is your go to performance software tunin^g company for all aftermarket tuning 
needs on your petrol or diesel vehicle, Australian owned and run, we write 
software especially for the Australian conditions and the needs of Tel tow 4WDers. 
Wiiether you tow^ cart tools, mud bash or cruise the beaches^ our dealer network Is 
geared up to get you back on the road faster than e¥er..i In more ways than one. 


121 Rd. 

31^ 


ICZD Uu!^f»d PI 
DA9i24aiC3£ 


123RLi&d«ISL 

Caiwbnd.41«| 
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KIT A 

• Paint Protection/ 
Mirror-Shine 


KITC 

• Paint Protection/ 
Mirror-Shine 

• Glass Protection 

• Fabric/Carpet 
Protection 


KITD 

• Paint Protection/ 

Mirror-Shine 

• Glass Protection 
• Carpet Protection 

• Leather Protection 


• Used with any of the 
other kits for the removal 
of contamination and 
light oxidisation 
(heavy oxidisation may need 
professional removal) 


IUanoShieldi 

P&int Protection 
Inferior Protection 


What is Nanotechnology? 

Nanotechnology is used within many 
fields such as science and engineering. 

In a nutshell, it is the study of 
extremely small particles conducted at 
1 to 100 nanometres; this is referred 
to as the Nanoscale. These particles 
are so small that they cannot be 
detected under a normal microscope. 

These small nanoparticles bond with your vehicles paintwork, 
sealing the pores and creating a hydrophobic layer. As a result 
the hydrophobic layer repels harsh environmental elements that 
can potentially ruin your paintwork. By incorporating 
nanotechnology, the Polaris Nasnoshield gives your vehicle 
superior paint and UV protection whilst also giving restoring it to 
a lovely showroom mirror shine. 


I 

Ph 1300 55 55 14 wvvw.mypolaris.com.au 
Buy direct online or from a participating auto accessory outlet 


Application is 
so easy! 

Simply add 3-4 
drops of Polaris 
Nanoshield to the 
green applicator 
and distribute 
evenly - one small 
section at a time. 
Allow product to 
settle on paintwork 
for around 20 
minutes - then buff 
off with the 
microfibre cloth to a 
lustrous shine. Thus 
sealing and 
protecting your 
vehicle's paintwork. 


DIY KITS 
for your 
Car/4WD 


Detail your car 
at home like a 
professional! 
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CHEV6.5V8 


4WD WORKSHOP 
16 Wells Road Frankston VIC 


BULLET SUPERCHARGED 
5/2 Ant Road Yatala OLD 


03 9786 1818 


07 3382 0018 


yLssai 




WILIUM 


SUPERCHARGED 




BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


HARF/JORBES 


^ MACHINCItyHOUSg 


Check out how to build 
! ultimate shed without 
breaking the bankl 

firyufrora BY DAHlEi. PEEER PWOTC 





3 ^^ 
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A ny red-blooded 

4WDer worth their 
weight in snatch 
straps has, at one 
tinne or another, 
fantasised about building their 
dreann workspace - their 
ultinnate shed. No matter how 
much space you’ve got 
available there’s no excuse to 
be working in a rubbish heap. 


surrounded by mismatched 
tools and parts strewn half 
way to Bourke. With a few 
choice bits of kit, any DIYer 
can build a neat and functional 
shed without putting too much 
hurt on the leather in their 
back pocket. 

Here’s our list of 10 items 
that no 4WDer’s shed should be 
without, jffi? 


FIND THE RIGHT. 


J/J/orkben^ch__ 

Drawers 


_Toolbox^_ 

_Welder_^_ 

Grinder 




Hpr.dyyprp ... 




* WORH BENCH 



The foundation of any cracking shed is a solid work bench and 
vice. With the addition of a backboard for storage containers, the 
workspace is kept clean and clutter-free. A basic bench surface 
made from high density materials, able to cop a flogging will set 
you back around 300 bucks. For a larger bench, with a back-board 
for storage containers, look to spend about $500 and if you’re 
after the granddaddy of work benches, set your sights at the $120. 
If you’re serious about your shed then outlaying the coin on a 
serious bench set up will be worth the investment. A do-it-all 
bench vice should run you about $200 


« PARTS WASHER 


j There are more shapes and sizes for parts washers than you can j 

i shake a stick at and having one in your arsenal is crucial when ; 

i tearing down and rebuilding filthy components. If you’re only | 

j handling small parts then you can get by with just a more i 

j compact 20L wash basin for around $80, whereas if you’re : 

I washing large parts then look to spend around $1 50-$250 s 

j depending on overall size. There are also wall mounted units : 

i available, which are a huge help if you’re limited on floor space. \ 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


□ lOOL/hour flow rate 

□ 10L+ fluid capacity 

□ Depending on your available space, look for a free standing unit 



I 
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professional roll cab will set you back around a grand 


LIGHTING 


There are few things more important to a shed than proper 
Lighting. If your shed space doesn’t have particularly bright ceiling 
lights, upgrade them, and then invest in a quality bench light. If 
you regularly work with very small parts, then consider a bench 
light with a magnification lens which will set you back around 
$150. For a quality LED bench light, look to spend around $130. 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


I I If funds allow, an LED bench 
light will provide a cooler, 
cleaner light 


rnAmp Rating: 150A+ 

□ Duty cycle 20-40% Id Maximum amperage 

□ Gas/Gasless options 


* TOOL CABINET/ROLL CAB 


A proper tool chest or roller cabinet is essential for the serious 
DIYer. Having everything organised and in its place means the right 
tool for the job is always close at hand. Your tool collection, or how 
many tools you need in your shed, is going to affect how much you 
need to spend on a tool cabinet. The lower end of the price range is 
going to get you a small, bench-top sized chest, while a full size 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


MIG WELBER 


i 


Having the equipment to run your own welds can save you 
truckloads of cash. For a once-off outlay you’ll save stacks in the 
long run by not having to pay someone each time you need 
something welded. Now, if you’re going to use your welder 
occasionally for dead-simple jobs, then the lower price range 
welders will get you by without a hassle. However, if you plan on 
building your own barwork and really getting creative with thicker 
metal, look for a 200amp plus unit, preferably a gas version as the 
wire burns hotter creating a better weld - look to spend about 
$1 000. Also, make sure that you’re not overloading your house’s 
amp rating when selecting a welder - some large units require 
multi-phase power. 


ULTIMATE SHED 






4 AIR C0MMPRE5S0R 
AND HOSE REEL 


3 Having the ability to run air tools can make Life much easier on | 

■ any project. When shopping for an air compressor, tank size and ■ 
5 power will be a factor. If you’re running tools like air grinders, ] 

3 rattle guns and saws, then a compressor with a larger air tank • 

j will give you more air flow before depleting the tank and a higher | 
i rated motor will get it back up to pressure faster. The cheaper \ 

: units are fine for occasional use, but for the perfect ‘do-all’ j 

; compressor look to spend around $800 which will get you a unit ■ 

j with a 2hp motor and a capacity of 45-60L. j 



WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


□ 45L+ capacity 

[] Thermal overload pr 

□ 1hp+ motor 

□ Wall-mountable hos 


l BENCH GRINDER 


One tool you’ll be glad to have in your shed is a bench grinder - a 
keystone of any powered bench setup. Bench grinders aren’t a 
terribly expensive piece of kit, given their simple mechanical 
nature so you’ll be able to nab one from around the $100 mark 
which realistically should do the average bloke just fine. If you’re in 
need of something a little more industrial, perhaps with a Linisher, 
then look to spend around the $500 mark and you’ll be laughing. 



□ 200mm+ wheel diameter 

□ sturdy mounting base 

□ Adjustable eye shields 



i The correct assortment of washers, 0-rings, pins and so-on can 
I really make or break your ability to complete a job easily. Sure, 


i you might have a collection of rusty old washers and worn 0-rings i 
i from the last 1 7 4WDs you’ve owned, but do yourself a favour; pick i 
I up a few boxes of the most common sizes for your 4WD - you’ll be ! 
i glad you did. You can pick up 100 packs of each from around $25, i 
I so budget $100-$1 50 and stock up for the next year’s projects. j 


j 


j 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR 


□ 0-rings, hose clamps, cable ties, sealing washers, 
snap rings 

□ Selections that carry most of the common sizes 
for your 4WD 


j 

i 

I 

i 

i 





*! SHELVING 


i TROLLEY JACK 
AND AXLE STANDS 


\ This is not an area to skimp on costs. A quality jack and axle I 

\ stands won’t cost you the earth, however, low quality items here ] 
I could cost you your life. A sturdy hydraulic trolley jack will run you j 
[ around $300 for a two tonne unit, and a pair of tough axle stands i 
^ about $150 for a pair of 4. 5T stands - both are perfectly fine for a i 
I large 4WD. j 


t 


WHAT TO LOOK FDR 



□ 3000kg+ capacity with axle stands 

□ 1 500kg+ capacity for trolley jack 

□ Hydraulic jacking mechanism 

□ Ratchet mechanism for axle stands - pin-type stands can 
be clumsy to adjust 


RECKON YOU'VE GOT 
THE ULTIMATE SHED? 

Reckon you’ve got a jealousy inducing man 
cave or shed? We’d love to see it, so shoot 
through a pic of your cracking setup to 

editorialfd4WDAction.com.au 


J* If 
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When it comes to organising the remainder of your shed, a sturdy 
shelving unit will keep the rest of your gear organised, clean and 
in good nick. Shelving units are pretty simple and you’ll be able to 
pick up a solid unit with 350kg rated shelves for anywhere 
between two and three hundred bucks, depending on the size 
’re after. 


> FROM SHED, TO MAN-CAVE! 


j Let’s face it; working on your 4WD can be thirsty work and having ■ 

3 a bit of space to kick back and admire your efforts is almost j 

I mandatory. If you’ve got the space, here’s a couple of extras you | 

I can add to turn that dream shed into the ultimate man-cave! | 

I WE'D ADD: 



Small bar fridge under the workbench (you’ll never be short of 
a helping hand!) 

Comfortable seat, or even a small sofa if space allows 
A small television for keeping an eye on the footy scores 
Portable, job site radio 

Small heater for those cold winter nights and a fan for the 
hotter ones 



APW-14Auto 
Parts Washer 
- Wall or 
Bench Model 
(A369) 



TBRS-25 

Manual Tube Bender 
Round & Squar e_^ 

(T055) gpt 



127nini (V089) 152nini (V090) 
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HJ-2DS 

Hydraulic Garage Jack 
- Low Profile 
2 Tonne 
(J041) 


ULTIMATE SHED 









Hex Keys with Ball End 

• Long Series 

• 9 Piece 

Imperial Set (H800) 

• 1/16-3/8" 

Metric Set(H801) 

• 1.5 - 10mm 

^14 EACH 


GSP-795 
Pneumatic 
Round Stool 

• 675-795 seat height 

• 0360mm padded 
leather seat 

• 360° seat rotation 

-mm- 
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APW-76 

Auto Parts Washer 
Floor Model 

• 76 litre tank 

• lOOLVhr, 240V pump 

• Safety fusible lid 


<^139 


HES-907F 
Engine Stand 

• 907kg load capacity 

• 5 swivel castor wheels 

• Fold-up legs 


EF-5S 

Engineers File Set - Second Cut 

• 200mm hardened and tempered files 

• Second cut: Flat, 1/2 Round, Round, 
Square, Triangular 

• Includes carry case 


(ml 
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FD-45 

Industrial Fan 

• 0450mm 3 blade design 

• Swivels 90° inside frame 

• 3-speed control 

• 180W, 240V motor 


^ 
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WCH-6D + WRC-5D 
Workshop Series Tool Chest 
& Roller Cabinet Package 

• Ball bearing slides 

• Protective drawer liners 

• Key lockable 
WCH-6D (T690) 

• 6 drawer tool chest 

• 600 X 260 X 340mm 
WRC-5D CT695) 

• 5 drawer roller cabinet 

• 616 X 330 X 762mm 


PACKAGE PRICE 

ONLY $970 


APW-14 

Auto Parts Washer Wall 
or Bench Model 

• 14 litre tank 

• Wall or bench mount 

• lUIVhr, 240V pump 

• 545 X 650 X 630mm 


PDS-2B 

Bush Driver Set - 17 piece 

• 17 Piece Bush Driver Set 

• 10 - 42mm 

^39 
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MCW-40 

Mechanic's Creeper 

• 6 swivel wheels 

• Fabricated steel frame 

• 1000 x430 x100mm 



PDS-3BS - Bearing Race & 
Seal Driver Set - 10 piece 

• 1 0 Piece Bearing Race & Seal 
Driver Set 

• 39.5 - 81mm 

j&479e- 
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PP-10HD ^ 

Workshop W 

Hydraulic Press .h. 

•10 Tonne . 

• 1 80mm ram stroke i' " ^ 

• Adjust, ram position li 





- 530^.60 


WDV-30L - Industrial Wet 
& Dry Vacuum Cleaner 

• 1000W 240V motor 

• Portable on wheels 

• 30L stainless steel tank 

• Include: brush, crevice tool, wet & dry 
floor nozzle 


14L TANK] 
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VJ-680 - Hydraulic Vehicle 
Positioning Jacks 

• 680kg hydraulic lift per jack 

• 270mm max. tyre width 

• 620mm max opening 

^769 pwbs 

<m 


HPC-1T 

Pneumatic & Hydraulic 
Engine Crane 

• IT lifting capacity 

• Flydraulic & pneumatic 

• 2300mm lift height 

^19 


HJ-16DA 
Hydraulic Garage 
Jack - Low Profile 

• 1 .6 tonne capacity 

• Alloy construction 

• Dual pump system 

• 95-490mm lift height i' 

*369 



PTB-24C 
Parts Bin 

• 444 X 222 X 642mm 

• 10kg load per bin 

• Clear window 
to identify parts 

• Includes 24 
bins & dividers 

,*209 
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AL-51G 
Bench Lathe 

• 230 X 500mm turning cap. 

• 20mm spindle bore — ^ 

• Quick change gearbox 

• Speeds 100-1800rpm 

• 0.55kW, 240V motor 


®1i3t4i^ 
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ST-51 G 
Lathe Sthnd 
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Note: Discount vouchers are valid for online purchases only 


Use promo code ONLINE OR INSTORE! 

To receive these special offers. Valid until 15-04-15 


Plastic Buckets 

4 X (11 0 X 1 05 X 50mm) (A430) 

4 X (1 40 X 1 05 X 75mm) (A432) 

6 X (220 X 140 X 125mm) (A434) 


IWB-12 - Industrial Work Bench, Backing 
Panel & Storage Accessories Package 

Bench (1200 x 750 x 900mm) .(A41 5) 


Backing Panel (A416) 

4 X Single Prong Hook (A440) 

4 X Double Prong Hook (A442) 

1 X Triple Prong Hook (A444) 

1 X Spanner Holder (A446) 

1 X Screw Driver Holder (A448) 


^379 


SC-1800 

Industrial Storage Cabinet 

• 900 X 450 X 1 800mm 

• 150kg shelf load cap. 

• 75kg drawer capacity 

• Made from reinforced metal 


BG-8 

Industrial Bench Grinders 

• 200mm wheels • Fine/coarse grit 

• Safety stop switch • 1 hp motor 


• 1/2" impact gun 

• 1/4" die grinder 

• 3/8" ratchet wrench 

• Air hammer & chisel set 


RST-4T 
Flexi-Rack 
Wood Shelving 

• 1 040 X 430 X 1 830mm 

• 455kg per shelf 

• Adjustable shelf height 

• Can set up as work bench 

®179 


RAV2.75/36 
Air Compressor 

• 205 Umin pump 

• 36 litre tank 

• lOOpsi pressure 

• 2.75hp, 240V motor 


RP7834- Air Tool Kit 


WBS-3D 

Steel Work Bench 

• 2000 X 640 X 870mm • 3 Lockable drawers 


Bearing slide drawers 
Huge shelf compartment 
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3 LOCKABLI 


LOCKABLI iwAVliti 


GSK-3 

Gravity Feed - Spray Gun Kit 

• HVLP spray gun system 

• Standard pot with 1 .7mm nozzle 

• Small pot with 1 .0mm nozzle 

• Pressure regulator 
with gauge 


[M 
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3-in-1 Pressbrake, Guillotine & Rolls 

• Cast iron construction 

• Handle operates all functions 

• Segmented pressbrake top blade 


41 5V 
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En-iD 

steel Engine Tear Down Table 

• 1220 X 710 X 970mm 

• Fluid collection pan 

• Adjustable shelf 


*^4^00 
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SDC-2D 

Steel Service Cart 

• 930 X 530 X 955mm 

• Key lockable top table 

• Ball bearing drawer slides 

• 4 wheels (2 with 
swivel & brake) 
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CM-300 CM-760 

300 x1mm 760 x1mm 

S329 ^9 


pied] 
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Specifications & Prices are subject to change without notification. All prices include GST and valid until 15-04-15 

www.machineryhouse.com.au 
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With Monroe Gas-Magnum TDT shock absorbers fitted to your 4WD, you will 
se the stability, safety and control essential when touring or taking on the 
lighest terrain. So whether your world is flat or if you feel the urge to drive 


the map with a 2-inch lift, Monroe Gj 
gives you the clearance, monroe.co 


't 


s-Magnum TDT provides the range 
au 
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Our 3 Mandrel Bent Systems increases exhaust gas flow 
resulting in increased low to mid range torque. 

This gives faster throttle responses and improves fuel economy. 


Ji^3” Performance Dump Pipe & Exhaust made on 
JourCNC mandrel bender 

■ Kits include gaskets, nuts & bolts 

and fitment instructions. 


1 


Ali exhausts are made in our 
workshop at West ipswich 

Exhaust and Chip Packages 
delivered from just $2050 
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AGAIN 


After a full rebuild that f- 
didn't work out, Jamie 
Converted his V8 HiLux 
back to a diesel - then 
gave the old ‘Lux the " 
makeover it deserved ! 


1985 LN65 HILUX Sr . ’ V ' ‘v ‘ v/ ' ■ 









• Full chassis and body strip and rebuild 

• 1 KZ-TE engine and driveline swap 

• Bundera / 80 Series coil front conversion 

• Custom owner-fabbed barwork, tray, 
exhaust and intake 



Itl EXTERIOR 



Rollbar-mounted rooftop tent 
for the longer excursions 


The Lux was treated to a fuLL body off chassis strip and rebuild 
and got a coat of fresh Phantonn Purple paint on the panels, 
which is complennented by the incredible custonn bar work and 
tray that Jannie knocked up in his shed. “I wanted the front bar to 
be low profile and fairly slinn,” Jannie explains. “If I did it again I’d 
probably add a little nnore side protection... I nnanaged to snnash a 
parking light on the DVD trip but I ann definitely stoked with how it 
came out.” The tray on the ‘Lux is also designed with a low profile 
in mind, but still manages to be functional and strong. Plenty of 
space to store gear, with two lockable boxes, and racks to suit a 
rooftop tent means that Jamie is able to take his truck on tough 
tracks or long touring trips. The benefit of designing your own 
barwork means you can plan to neatly fit your accessories, we 
reckon Jamie has done a fantastic job of mounting his front and 
rear winches - and the swing-up number plate brackets front and 
rear are a brilliant idea. 

A 22in Cree LED lightbar provides plenty of light, while up top 
Jamie’s ‘Lux is running four IPF 800 series spotties. 


We all know a bloke who has bought that truck that seemed like a 
bargain: 95% complete, few minor issues, will be awesome once it’s 
finished! But too often we hear horror stories about these projects 
that end up burning their new owners. Jamie Parker’s HiLux burnt 
him, but born out of the ashes was a whole new beast. 

“I’m a fan of V8s and the HiLux seemed perfect,” Jamie tell us. 
“It had a few modifications, some 31s, a 2in lift and of course the 
1 UZ-FE under the bonnet. I have always loved the older HiLux 
models and this one was an Xtra cab which offered that little bit 
more space.” 

It wasn’t long before Jamie was chasing issues and decided to pull 
the V8 for a rebuild. “I bought a written off 2001 HiLux,” Jamie 
explains. “I planned to swap the motor into my old truck but decided 
to clean it up a bit first”. That’s when the real journey began! 







CAMPERTRAILER 



MEM BCR 


Professional finance broker 
with 13 years industry 
experience. Over 30 camper 
manufacturers use our service. 


Talk to the experts in Camper Trailer Finance. 
Helping clients to get outdoors and live 
the dream! All Applications over 
$4,500.00 considered. Simple and convenient 
application process. 

Apply online or call Don Watts on 0411648018 
Any questions please call me 


Call Don Watts Australian Credit licence 382348 


www*campertrailerfinance.com,au 
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^ SUSPENSION AND DRIVELINE 



THEREAREN'T 
MANYLNBSs RUNNING 
80 SERIES SUSPENSION! 


\ From a distance you’d be forgiven for thinking this was a Lightly 
modified old HiLux, but Look closer and you’ll start to notice all 
[ the details that make Jamie’s truck stand out. Although LN65s 
I were solid front axle there aren’t many running 80 Series 
^ suspension. “I had a mate with a Bundera front diff and starting 
j playing with the idea of fitting it to my ‘Lux,” Jamie says. “It 
I meant a fair bit of research, and trial and error, before I had a 
' fully functioning set-up.” And what a set-up it is! The Bundy diff 
has been stuffed with an 80 Series diff centre, which Jamie has 
; upgraded with a Prolocker. Although the Bundy diff is a high 
* pinion unit similar to the 80 Series, the 80 has larger pinion 
I bearings and so it’s a fairly easy mod to increase strength. Pair 
that with the Trail Gear Longfield CVs that are in the front end 
s and it shouldn’t have any troubles dealing with tough 4WDing. 

I “I went with a Bundy front diff housing as it has an identical 

■ track width to the HiLux,” Jamie points out. “Then it was a 

! matter of welding some 80 Series spring mounts and shock 

■ towers to the ‘Lux chassis and making a few other changes. I 
flipped the 80 Series Radius arms and welded them to the top of 

■j i the housing for extra clearance, but if I was going to do it again 
h I’d probably use 79 Series gear. It’s tougher and a better design 
■ j i in my opinion.” 

1 1 The modifications don’t stop there. Jamie fitted the 2001 
I : HiLux IFS hubs to the Bundy diff meaning he could run the 
M modern four-pot brakes. By moving the calipers to mount on the 
opposite side of the hub, and using 60 Series rotors he upgraded 
to vented discs and larger calipers. By running IFS hubs Jamie 
has also gained about three inches in track width, which means 
his HiLux performs a whole lot better on the rough stuff. 

Up the back the HiLux has had a similar treatment, this time 
the diff has been swapped in from the wrecked 2001 model 
. meaning Jamie has a bolt in brake upgrade with the added 
: bonus of wider track width. The leaf mounts were moved to suit 
! the longer leaves, “It’s much more comfortable with the longer 
-■ Leaves and they flex better than the original ones,” Jamie tells 
\ us. “I have plans to convert the rear end to coils too though. I’ve 
started by cutting all the mounts off a GQ diff and extending the 
Links to suit the HiLux. The plan is for a triangulated four-link.” 
Mate! Keep us posted, we’re keen to see how it all comes along! 
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# UNDER THE BONNET 


Ideally Jamie would have liked to stay with the Lexus 
V8 that was living under the bonnet when he bought 
the HiLux but after a couple of weeks it was develop- 
ing a pretty serious bottom end knock so he pulled it 
out with the intention of a full rebuild. “I had issues 
trying to find a replacement crank,” Jamie explains. 
“By the time I had sourced one, the ‘Lux was getting 
treated to a full body and chassis strip and rebuild.” 
Once it was all back together there were still troubles 
getting the motor to run correctly and when the 
written off 1 KZ-TE HiLux came up for cheap it was a 
no-brainer. The torquey three litre bolted straight in 
and fired up easily using all the factory Toyota bits and 
pieces. “I used the motor, gearbox, full body wiring 
loom and dash in the conversion,” Jamie tells us. “It 
was all plug and play with no teething issues and I’ve 
been incredibly happy with it. It’s slow compared the 
V8 but has been very reliable.” 

The neat custom stainless snorkel and intake pipe 
was fabricated by Jamie’s dad who is pretty handy with 
a welder thanks to being a qualified alloy boat builder. 
The Sin exhaust is also a custom job that Jamie and 
his dad knocked up in the shed. Not bad at all mate. 
“The only thing I’ll probably do to the 1 KZ now, is chip 
it,” Jamie reckons. “Come to think of it the only other 
thing I needed to do for the swap was throw together a 
few different steering components - I ended up using 
a hybrid of the HiLux steering column and a 60 Series 
power steering box, which meant it would clear the 
pan hard bar.” 




SPECIALISED 4WD AND CAMPING 
INSURANCE SOLUTIONS 


Motor Vehicle 

• Agreed value options 

• All accessories included 

• Modifications OK 

• Full off-road cover 

• No claim bonus protection 

• Flexible cover 


Camping 

• Theft from open air 

• Fire & malicious 

• Cover in vehicle and at campsite 

Caravans and Campers 

• Australia wide cover 

• Agreed value options 


■ Annual or monthly payments 
■Australia wide cover ‘AWD club discounts 

Call Lisa, toll free on: 1800 633 745 
Apply online: ajg.com.au/4wd 


Arthur J. Gallagher 

^ BUSINESS WITHOUT BAftRlERS'* 

(MMPS 


Arthur J. Gallagher & Co (Aus) Limited. AFSL 238312. To the extent that any material in this brochure may be considered advice, it may only be considered general advice as it does 
not take into account your personal objectives, needs or financial situation. Arthur J. Gallagher urges you to read the relevant policy wording and consider whether any products are 
appropriate for your situation before making a decision to acquire insurance. Ref: 0885-Janl5 


www.4wdaction.com.au 
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m INTERIOR 


^ RUNDOWN 


VEHICLE: 1985 LN65 HiLux 

ENGINE: 2001 1 KZ-TE three Litre turbo diesel 

GEARBOX: 5 speed manual 

4WD ACTIVATION: Part time, Manual 

SUSPENSION: Front: custom coil conversion using hybrid 

Bundera / 80 Series gear, rear: longer leaves from 2001 HiLux 

with relocated mounts 

TYRES: 37x1 2.5R1 6 Maxxis Sticky Treps 

OTHER GOOD GEAR: Custom front bar, custom tray, front and 

rear 1 20001b winches, front Prolocker, ABR dual battery system. 

Rooftop tent, awning 


Jamie’s 1985 ‘Lux has been brought into the 21st Century thanks 
to the installation of the complete later model dash and Nissan 
Skyline bucket seats. “I had to use the support panels from the 
2001 HiLux to mount the newer dash,” Jamie shows us. “It was 
about 5mm too wide as well, but I made it fit! I didn’t fit the 
Skyline bucket seats but I am definitely happy with them - they are 
comfy and offer a whole lot more support than the factory seats.” 

Jamie has also installed the usual 4WDers wishlist, a GME 
UHF, Clarion touch screen DVD player and Kenwood 6x9s as well 
as the all-important Pyro and boost gauges which were installed 
to keep an eye on the vitals of the diesel four-banger. 








The World’s Best Rust Proofing System! 

The latest addition to the CouplerTec family of vehicles has just been through its initiation. 
Only CouplerTec has been tried, tested, and proven to work! Trusted by Government 
Departments, Mining Industry Giants, Surf Clubs, and thousands of 4WD enthusiasts! 








7507)00^ 1 

Couplertec 
systems sold 
throughout 
ft 1? -^he world! 
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Tried. Tested. Proven. 
Guaranteed to Protect 
against Rust and Corrosion 

International 
Patents Approved 




Helps Save Money on 
Vehicle Maintenance Costs 


Simple and Easy 
to Install 


Easy to Transfer from 
Vehicle to Vehicle 


. Helps keep paint work 
shiny and like new 



ELECTRONIC RUSIPROOfINO 


ProTECfroji From HuSf! GUAFAHTEEDi W 

S Free Call 1800 No Rust f 
Free Call 1800 66 78 78 

www.CouplerTec.com.au 

facebook.com/couplertec.rustproofing 

Insist of CouplerTec at your closest 4WD accessory store 



SYDNEY DEALER 

COME a 
VISIT OUR 
SHOWROOM 

50 O'Connell St, 
Smithfield, NSW 

PH: 02 9757 1405 

PROMPT DELIVERY 
AUSTRALIA-WIDE 


ALL 4Wb SERVICING & REPAIRS INCLUDING; 


0^^f90f9D 4WD 


ACCESSORIES! 


[E 


I ij 

[I 




M 



3 



nj 

jl 



• TYRES & WHEELS • SUSPENSION • TRIP PREPARATION • ENGINE MODS & RERUILDS 


• RRAKES a CLUTCHES • DIFF a GEARROX REPAIRS a RERUILDS • PINK a GLUE SLIPS 


www.superioroffroad4wd.com.au e: sales@superioroffroad4wd.com.au 



WWW.4WDACTI0N.C0M.au 




The evolution is here 



flortaMoFomr 


Dual USB 2.1 A / 1A 
Chsrgas AGM, gel 
ft lead acid batteries 


150W Invaitar 
Charges AGM, gel 
& lead acid batteries 


3Q0W Inverter 
Charges AGM, gel, 
calctuni, lead add and 

LiFeP04 

batteries 



WWW. a rkcorp.Goni,au 





Vista RV Crossover, 

a new name to the 
outback touring market 






4/23 Jersey Rd, Bayswater Victoria 3153 
Phone: 03 9729 1234 Fax: 03 9720 9200 Ennail: enquiries(a)vistarv.com.au 

www.vistarv.conn.au 
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PRO OR DIY 

TRANSMISSIONS? 


Debating about whether or not to make 
that manual-to-auto transmission 
swap yourself? The experts at 
Wholesale Automatic Transmission 
have a thought or two on the subject 
that might change your mind. 


W hen the tinne 
connes for a 
nnanuat-to- 
autonnatic 
transnnission 

conversion, it’s tennpting for 
many 4WDers to want and try 
and do it themselves. The 
trouble is, contemporary 
transmissions are highly 
complex and electronically 
fragile pieces of equipment and 
the margin for DIY error is wide. 
With sensitive electronic control 
systems like these, even the 
slightest bit of incorrect data 
from a sensor or a switch can 
result in critical failures that 
may not be immediately obvious 
the first few times you’re out 
there driving again. Modern 
4WDs cannot be repaired with 
duct tape and fencing wire. 

Cost is one of the most 
influential factors that convinces 
a lot of home mechanics and 
4WDers to attempt any installa- 
tion or repair themselves. While 
at first glance it may look like 
you’ll be saving some serious 
dollars off the top, once you begin 


to calculate the cost of parts plus 
the risk of failure linked to the 
precision fitting of the sensors 
and connections required for 
trouble-free operation, the DIY 
route can easily become very 
costly, incredibly fast. The main 
trap with a DIY conversion isn’t 
bolting in the new unit and 
making sure it fits. The tricky bit 
is the control and configuration 
of the new transmission and 
that’s where Wholesale Auto- 
matic’s investments in R&D make 
the difference. 

There’s a lot that can go wrong 
when even the most mechanically 
ambitious 4WDer decides to take 
transmission work into their own 
hands. It’s easy to overlook a 
faulty component - even the one 
responsible for the initial failure 
- or use the wrong ATF for an 
application. Sensors can be 
connected incorrectly or missed 
all together and if the torque 
convertor isn’t lined back up 
properly, you could be adding 
costly additional pump damage 
that will require repair to your 
existing transmission dilemma. 



Your transmission is . ^ 
responsible for the 
transfer of drive from 
the engine to your ^ 
wheels; don’t trust its 
service, maintenance 


or replacement to^^B^ 
just anyone 





Wholesale Automatic has 
developed different custom 
torque convertors to suit a variety 
of different engine configurations, 
because where a standard 
convertor may appear to work, it’s 
easy for the wrong fit to begin 
generating too much heat which 
will inevitably lead to stalling. 

At Wholesale Automatic 
Transmissions, Rocket Rod and his 
team have more than 30 years’ 
experience in transmission 
installations, conversions and 
repairs under their collective work 
belt and while they acknowledge 
that a DIY solution may be one 
option in today’s day and age, the 
average home mechanic should 
definitely be aware that it takes a 
lot more than just confidence to 
attempt a job of this magnitude. 

For instance, if certain parts or 
components aren’t checked or 
replaced during a DIY fitting, it 
could compromise conditions of 
your transmission’s warranty. 
Complex adjustments, ECU 
resetting and work with sensitive 
electronics that requires the use of 
specialised equipment may also be 
required and without a compre- 
hensive shop staffed by highly- 
trained professionals behind your 
install, it’s easy to find yourself 
alone in the garage staring at a pile 
of problems that weren’t there 
when you started the job. 

After 22 years in the industry. 
Wholesale Automatic Transmis- 


sions maintains a focus on the 
world of 4WDs. They’ve even 
developed products of their own 
designed to enhance the modern 
4WDers driving experience in 
addition to providing servicing 
and repairs to all types of 
automatic transmissions. The 
team at Wholesale Automatic 
Transmissions knows what to 
look for during an installation 
procedure and with their 
experience and expertise can 
help you avoid the kind of pitfalls 
that can lead to costly failures. 

By offering a professional 
approach and finish backed up 
by a comprehensive warranty 
and dedicated aftersales 
service. Wholesale Automatic 
Transmissions wants you to be 
sure that you understand the job 
and the consequences of a 
transmission repair or install 
before you attempt to try it 
yourself. They also want to 
remind you that there’s no 
shame in getting a little help 
from the experts. No one is 
going to ask you to handover 
your membership to the Big 
Boy’s 4WDers Club just because 
you decide to make a smart 
decision, treat your 4WD right 
and have a dedicated team of 
genuine transmission repair 
technicians make sure you -and 
your 4WD- get exactly what you 
need and exactly what you’re 
paying for. iV 




5 WAYS A WHOLESALE 
AUTOMATIC CONVERSION 
GOES WAY BEYOND A DIY JOB 

• Attention to every last detail, backed by an experienced staff 

• Exhaustive knowledge of required electronic inputs 

• Custom torque convertor development to suit your configuration 

• Customised, fully-adjustable standalone computer technology 

• Full warranty + back-up service 
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« YOU CAN STILL DIY 


■ Don’t despair! Not everything’s out of reach. Flere are TFIREE DIY I 
: projects that EXCLUSIVE products from Wholesale Automatic can 
: help you accomplish at home. • 


: • NOMAD VALVE BODY UPGRADES - recalibrate to improve shift ! 
■ quality for better fuel economy and transfer of power : 

\ • LOCK-UP CONTROL SWITCH - assume full control of torque j 
] convertor lock-up with an on/off switch for maximum I 

\ engine braking i 

i • ATF TEMP GAUGE - receive live readings of your transmission ■ 
temperature to avoid transmission failure thanks to plenty of ! 
warning signs that indicate abnormal temperatures j 



esale 

luisnattcs 


P:103) 9762 8004 

W: www.automatictransmission.com.au 


If CONTACT 


P* \ * * 

Wholesale Automatic Transmissions 
offers a sweeping, one-year/unlimited 
■ km warranty on all 4WD transmission 
M change-overs and overhauls 






The Last Exhaust 
You’ll Ever Need 

Unrivalled quality, performance & 
power - backed by Australians best 
& only off-road exhaust warranty. 


PERFORMANCE EXHAUSTS j ...thC lOgCnd 

• ' erows 


PH 07 3205 1314 
legendex^com.au \ 




Have you got 
what it takes? 

Outback Survival Kit 

O Buy a LEGENDEX performance 4WD 
exhaust - the toughest SOB out there ... 

... &L get © a FREE 1100 Treds heavy duty recovery 
ramps, plus ® a FREE Unifilter Offroad Kit - the 
best off-road air filter, or O a EREE heavy-duty 
Dirty Gear Spare Wheel Bag by Redback. 

HURRY - Check online for offer end date 

www.legendex.com.au 
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*350 










MANY THOUSANDS OF 4WDERS GET E XTRA; 
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ROC SOLID PS Z012-BC 

f^jH^ Pr-oqfifTMnatlflZV MPPT 

ttuswDHi^peiltJYiPf^T 
45ta-]e 


Like us on Fdcebook to keep up ^ith cfaily specials db 
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NITEEQHE ' 


»4T40 Kit 

B^L-UfHfQ 


I I Buy Onliite * Easy to use PayPal Express Check-Out... Check our website for monthly specials 
NO tieed to create another account if vsin^ PayPal www.goodkit.coiii.au 
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RANTY ON 


Ai]L RiiDIATOlliS 



A r yippee, 
vr'm Cool! 


High Performance Radiators 

^ W W W « A U 5« I e P E S E RTC OO L E R . CO M . A U ^ 


fpp extreme, cooling 


We Freight World Wide! 


Extreme Duty 
RAD[ATORS 
AVAILABLE 
FOR ALL 4WD’S 


wmx4m 

EXTREME 


Including the 

COMPLETE 

PATROL 

AND 

LANDCRUISER 

range. 


TREME 


Fax: 03 9 465 8303 © 34 MACQUARIE DRIVE, Thomastown, VIC, 3074 
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Fresh changes and cracking new features set Travelander's 
dual-cab trayback camper apart from the competition 



T here’s nothing Like 
the rush of discover- 
ing sonne perfect 
pocket of the 
Australian Landscape 
untouched by civilisation. 

If your plans include leaving 
the blacktop behind in pursuit of 
raw adventure and rarer 
surrounds, nothing connplinnents 
your vehicle, fannily or holiday 
nnore connpletely than a 
dedicated tray-back cannper. 
Travelander has been fannously 
outfitting Aussie’s with quality 
cannper trailers and slide-on 
tray-back cannper options for 
years and by integrating luxury 


acconnnnodation with the 
sinnplicity of quick, convenient 
setups, Travelander’s practical 
designs are legendary. 

New for 2015, the Evron DC4 
is Travelander’s latest dual cab 
tray back cannper nnodel. Loaded 
with new features and dynannic 
functions, the Evron DC4 
succeeds in delivering a fully 
self-sufficient cannping 
configuration loaded with anneni- 
ties and usable living space. 

The Evron DC4’s fully 
autonnatic systenn reduces setup 
to the opening of a few latches 
and the push of a single button. 
The cannper does all the hard 






TRAVELANDER 


Travelander’s Evron DC4 dual-cab 
tray back camper includes an external 
shower cubicle that gives you the ^ 
freedom to enjoy longer stays in evefij 
the most remote locations Jf^-‘ ■ ^ 


work and heavy Lifting for you. Inside 
the tent, an innpressive Living area is 
further connpLinnented by heaps of 
avaiLabLe storage that can be 
accessed fronn either inside or 
outside the cannper, as weLL as a 
queen-size bed accessibLe via a 
series of four steps. There’s even an 
internaL bench which can aLso be 
used as a step, aLLowing you to get 
up or down fronn the bed without 
needing to crawL over your partner. 

An ensuite entry with a hot and 
coLd shower, that incLudes a 
purpose-buiLt shower caddy secured 
directLy to the cubicLe waLL, can be 
accessed straight fronn the tent, so 
there’s no worry about getting your 
feet dirty on your way in or out. LED 
strip Lighting runs throughout the 
interior, providing pLenty of efficient 
iLLunnination white a nunnber of 
Lightweight options Like fibreglass 
construction, nnetho burning cooking 
equipnnent and a diesel powered 
heating/hot water systenn partner to 
nnininnise the overall weight of this 
robust tray-back cannper. 

Travelander has also equipped the 
new Evron DC4 with a capable Lithiunn 
battery systenn and Loads of available 
water storage so that once you do find 
that treasured parcel of virgin 
country; you’ve got nnore than enough 
of the essentials on hand to enjoy 
your private slice of paradise, 




JAPANESE AND KOREAN 


DIESEL ENGINE 

PARTS 

OIESEL I FILTRATION I NATURAL GAS I TECHNICAL 



■AUSTRALIA 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1 300 364 463 

KNOWLEDGE • SUPPLY • SUPPORT I 


www.engineaustralia.com.au 
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"The gold started to come in nice and steady with a haul 
of 30 grams at the end of the session. The biggest nugget 
weighed in at 12 grams and was 1 7 inches deep." 

Jonathan - Australia 


The next level of gold 

dfitfietinn / c 


Extreme Gold Depth 


Simple Menu System 


• Maximum Gold Sensitivity • Wireless Audio Freedom 


• Precision Ground Balance • GPS Locating & PC Mapping 


• Enhanced Noise Immunity • Weatherproof Detecting^ 


*When compared to the average performance of the GPX 5000 in testing environments. Actual performance depends on prevailing conditions. "^GPZ 14 coil fully waterproof to 1 m (3 ft) 


For more information about this ALL NEW super gold detector 

Visit: www.minelab.com or call: 1 800 637 786 


o m 


We Change People’s Fortunes 






SERVICING 


INJECTORS 

Why common-rail injectors are making DIY servicing a thing of the past 


O nce upon a tinne you 
could buy an old 4WD 
with a bit of a nniss 
and rattle in the 
injectors, bring it 
bonne, pull it apart and nnore 
than likely you could have it 
running like a dreann at your 
own hands. Sadly those days 
have changed drannatically. 
Recently we had a 4WD towed 
into our workshop with an issue. 
This was no ordinary problenn as 
the owner had tried to work on 
the injectors in his connnnon rail 
engine. The issue being that the 
owner had rennoved his injectors 
and couldn’t get it running 
again. He had polished the 
injector needles and tried 
getting thenn back together 
again. Worse still he had been 
doing this work in his driveway 
out of a couple of ice creann 
containers. What started off as a 
sinnple ‘pull out the injectors 
and clean the needles’ had 
turned into an expensive 
nightnnare for hinn. Probably 
lucky that he couldn’t get things 
back together again preventing 
further dannage to other things 
like his engine. If he had gotten 
these back together and 
sonnehow been lucky enough for 
the engine to start it could have 
created an engine failure fronn 
incorrectly operating injectors. 

In the end we had to install four 
new connplete injectors and we 
recoded these new injectors to 
nnatch the vehicle’s connputer. 
Whilst connnnon rail injectors 
can be serviced by diesel 
experts, the success rate and 
service life of this is still 
questionable. When things have 
been pulled apart and bits are 
nnissing it’s even worse. For 
now, we still state that generally 
a nnodern connnnon rail diesel 
injector lasts a few hundred 
thousand knn (excluding sonne 
problenn nnodel engines that are 



CONTACT 


quite pronninent out there) and 
so when they are due we want 
thenn to last at least the sanne if 
not nnore tinne/distance. For 
nnore help when deciding what 
to do with your next injection 
systenn service contact your 
diesel expert for advice. 

Safe Fourwheeling 

Atf^rew Uiitiroi/i 



X-CHANGE DIESEL INJECTOR 




EXACT 

REPLACEMENT 

FIRST TIME - EVERY TIME 


In a bid to reduce the costs of replacing common rail injectors, DENSO has introduced 
First Time Fit X-Change Injectors & pump, which are re-manufactured using brand 
new parts produced with DENSO's landmark quality and process. 

DENSO products will fit first time when replacing spare parts to vehicles, this is 
important when selecting the right components and making sure the parts replaced 
get installed the first time. 

Re-manufactured in Australia, DENSO has set up an exchange program for First 
Time Fit Injectors, which are regularly audited and conforms to DENSO's reputed 
standards of quality. Injectors are re-manufactured on an ISO accredited test bench, 
using the same genuine components that are used in the manufacture of the brand new 
injectors by DENSO. 



DENSO Injectors are available from Cornell Fuel Injection who are specifically trained 
to ensure the best outcome for your vehicle. DENSO spare parts are sold through a 
selected DENSO Premium Service Dealers and via the Service Dealer network. 


first time fit 


J OENSO 
first tirrte fit 


X-CHANGE . 

DIESEL INJEjerbR 


DENSO 



CORNELL 


Fuc. 


AVAILABLE FROM 



1-3 NormanbyAve, 

Fax: 

(03) 9312 1633 



Sunshine West Vic 3020 

Email: 

sales@cornells.com.au 



Phone: (03) 9312 1288 

WEB: 

www.cornel ls.com.au 
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STANDARD FEATURES 


Ranger 

Off Roaif 


+ on-road costs 


FULLY OPTIONED 

wich 9ft Tent 


» TRAILER SIZE TftX <ft (ZlSOxtSOO) 

• GALVANISED CHASSIS 

* GALVANISED 2L5fifim CHEQUER PLATE FLOOR 

• CONTINIHXIS 100 kSO CHASSIS 

* FULLV WELDED CHASSIS 

* TARE WEIGHT 7W 

♦ ATWIAOQfcg 

• EXTENDED DRAWBAR 

• 7 l£AF, DOUBLE RAP, EYE TO EYE REBOUND SPRIIWS 

* TRAILER MADE FROM CHEQUER PLATE 

• trailer HEIGHT llOOmin 


*45™ SOLID SQUARE AXLE 

• 10' ELECTRIC BRAKES 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 

•handbrake 

*M0HnrCH360^COUPtfcNG 

• NEW ir OFF RClAC WHEELS 
*lxNEW 15- SPARE WHEa 

• 6 STUD WHEEL PATTERN 

• SWING UP 1 JOCKEY WHEa 

• WIND DOWN stabilizer LEGS 

• STONE GUARD 


- imSSOicSOD™ TOOL BOX witfi GAS STRUTS 

• 2 xmJERRVCAN HOLDER 

• 2 * 4.0L GAS bottle HOlDEfi 

■ H£AV¥ DUTY BED FRAME with GAS STRUTS 

• WHITE POWDER COATED KITCHEN 

" 70L STAINLESS STEEL WATER TANK 

• EXTERNAL WATER TAP 

• LED TAIL LIGHTS 

• MUD flaps 

■ 12 MONTHS WARRANTY 



f jwsnrfss to 


Aquabay Marine Pty. Ltd. 
Tel: (02) 4721 3001 Fax: (02) 4721 3309 

50 Cassola Place, Penrith 5 

www.skamper.com.au i 



WORD BY MICHAEL HAYS, PHOTOGRAPHY BY SUPERIOR ENGINEERING 



SWAYBAR 

TECHNOL 


ADVANCEMENTS 

Get the most out of your suspension with this revolutionary new swaybar design 


O ffroading for most of us 
can mean a wide variety 
of things, from just 
getting a few hours 
away from the hustle of 
the city to remote outback 
expeditions. We all Like to modify 
our vehicles and one of the 
components that is most often 
least considered is the swaybars, 
and particularly how they will work 
to compliment the suspension 
modifications we fit. With the 
majority of vehicles somewhere 
between fairly standard with a 
small lift setup for towing and the 
fully kitted out outback weapon 
with steel bars, winch, fridge, 
drawers and roofracks that may 
even have to drag a 20ft camper, 
you quickly discover that the ride 
and handling from the factory 
swaybar is not up to par. 

The biggest problem in fitting 
upgraded swaybars is the fear of 
losing articulation when it’s 
needed most, travelling on a rough 
track with wheels in the air 
hunting for traction. Rough tracks 
can generate a lot of body 
movement, and this is where a 
correctly sized sway bar can make 
for a far more comfortable ride. 

Sway bar disconnects allow for 
the quick removal of the sway bar 
before travelling off road. This 
allows you to have the benefits of 
additional travel and articulation in 
the suspension but retain the sway 
bar for on road use. These are for 
use off road only and should never 
be left disconnected when on road. 
The key points to finding the 
correct style disconnect is to order 
ones designed specifically for your 
lift height, also ones that use 
larger diameter high tensile bar 
and ONLY premium rod ends with 


grease nipples to ensure long life 
and a quiet ride. 

Fitting larger (higher rate) 
swaybars, particularly in the rear, 
has two main effects, vehicle 
balance in terms of understeer and 
oversteer, and increased roll 
resistance. Both of these effects can 
provide increased overall handling 
and safety benefits in a 4WD. 

The majority of factory vehicles 
are biased towards understeer, the 
fitment of a larger rear swaybar, 
can provide a more neutral 
characteristic in the handling. This 
is due to the increase in rear roll 
stiffness and can often help 
‘balance’ the articulation on 
vehicles with radius arm or stiff IFS 
style front ends. 

With a growing demand for 
increased articulation, the fitment 
of ‘torsion bar’ style swaybars is 
becoming more popular. This type 
of swaybar has a straight main bar 
that is splined at both ends, and 
has bolt on side arms that allow for 


small changes in rate for fine 
tuning. The larger diameter bar 
and longer side arms reduce the 
amount of twist that the bar 
material is required to control at 
full flex, therefore allowing a more 
linear rate over longer travel. The 
downside apart from price is the 
amount of fabrication and welding 
often required to install. In most 
cases OE and aftermarket bars can 
only handle 25-35 degrees of twist. 
This is usually the limiting factor 
for the short armed OE bar, which 
is forced outside of this range once 
long travel shocks are fitted. 

Superior Engineering has 
released the new 100% bolt on. 
Superflex Swaybar Kits to suit GQ 
and GU Nissan Patrols, which can 
match the articulation of the torsion 
bar type swaybars. They are 
specifically designed to allow full 
travel and maximum articulation 
from most suspension kits available 
and are perfectly suited to those 
vehicles that are already enjoying the 


benefits of Superflex radius arms, 
without ever having to disconnect a 
swaybar again to go offroad! No 
more climbing on the ground and 
getting dirty or muddy after a day in 
the bush to reconnect the swaybar 
links. The secret to the revolutionary 
new swaybars for your patrol is the 
combination of new mounting point 
relocation brackets and the use of 
computer designed long-arm 
swaybars, which are capable of 
controlling flex in vehicles with long 
travel suspension. The torsion rate 
of the new Superflex swaybars is 
similar or directly compatible to the 
factory options currently available 
allowing for great onroad handling 
and performance. 

So without reducing comfort or 
articulation, fitting a swaybar can 
offer all round improvements in 
handling, tyre wear, safety and load 
carrying. Contact your local 
suspension expert for advice on 
exactly which swaybar can suit 
your needs, 
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Agrw! That the chemical 
by-pfwajcl? 0^ combustion are the 
cataly!&fs for en^ne oil failure and 
premature component wear. 

These by-products are compounded 
by moisture and mkroblal materiat 
^ that finds its wafy into under|roimd 
P and aboveground fuel s^rage tanteSj 

extreme agitatfon during road tanker 
f ilU eombines the^ contamtnants 
aUowfng them to pass yndetected 
MoadPARTS Into your fuel tank. 


Common rail diesel and petrol 
injection lyitems return fuel at 

engine temperature 
to the vehtcte 
tank, in this hot, 
moljt envinofinrifftt 
gums and microbial growths 
muitiply, dompoui^^rti defxKstb that 
fowl inlediorap valve faces and 
oxygen sensors leading to 
inoompLete combustion^ ir^creased 
foot ooftsumption and increased 
particulate deposits in catalytic 
converters and dieseL partfcuLate 
filtera. 


Twenty one years of underground 
fuel tank deanfng at Service 
Stations^ Thick Stops and Marinos has 
taught Fuel Doctors what form and 
freducncy of contaminants migrate 
from retailers' tanks to yours, and 
youVe ie^t that occastonally snd 
inexplicably your engine idles and 
r^n$ rouali* whilst not giving you Its 
nonnal power and economy. 

Fuel Doctor is specifically 
formulated to disperse nwisture and 
microbial growths^ clean gums, 
varnish and carton deposits whilst 
lubricating fuel pumps^ 1i^J.ectors and 
where r^cessary extending stored 
ruel life for up to 24 months. 

Oxygenated moleegles within FMel 
Doctor increases combustion 
efficiency resulting in a nominal 
Increase in power and ecorramy with 
a substantial deoiease in exhaust 
emissions and particulates. 

Go grten and keep it cSecn 
with furf IJoc-tor 


For induatrial, maririB ch- spedfic appllcatiDn advipe plea^ caSI TB0O-&7S-077 


Fuel Conditioner - Injector Cleaner 

iueidadois.carn.ay 


iSCastm 

<G) msisi ‘ 


A TSAUiAN 



mnum immi m im 

7 ami DVD uaam 


Download up to 100 of the best 


DVDs now. Watch on any device in HD! 



SPECI AL READER OFF ERS? 

CHOOSE ANY 1 0 DVDs FOR ONLY $49.90 

Includes FREE Snatch Strap 


BUY0NLINEATWWW.4WDACTI0N.C0M.au/DIGITAL-MAGS 


CHOOSE ANY 5 DVDs FOR ONLY $29.90 


Includes FREE Kwiky Tyre Deflator 

(incl. FREE P&H) 











'custom 

» PftWElMlMW 


NEW An dmIkphII 

^JspensIm^I 

I 4X4Mg^Sli 


snm s cusrams 

AND SrfA A S H REPAIRS 


AUTHORISED STOCKIST OP-TJAA^X^-EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES 
WITH A FULLY STOCKED SHOWROOM FOR WALK IN CONVENIENCE 


mm 






















59504 Bruce Highway, TuMy QLD, 4854 

( 07 ) 4068 1888 ~ 

sales@samscustoms.com.au 

www.samscustoms.com.au 


Find US on 

Facebook 





OWL Floodlights 


DUAL f 

Power ^^HH|m5S IHm 

Adaptor I BBS 

SUNHAWK^^^^^P^^ 
Solar Panel Charger 

WITHOUT ifi 


TITAN-607 

Jumpstarter 

Powerstation 


TITAN!607iFREE RUAMING KIT 





TITAN 745 
Travel Kit 


TITAN 599 
Adventure Kit 


TITAN 660 Power 
Mate 8 in 1 


8ZED Power Inverters 

TITAN Jumpstarters - OWL Floodlights 

PEEPO Security Lights - 8ZED Vibration Speakers 

SUNHAWK Solar Panels - 8ZED Step Down Transformers 




CMSP80-03 

Products may vary slightly from those depicted. 

1300 799 455 

For Wholesale enquiries: : 

- Contact WalJCann - International Distributor for 8ZED - wailcann.com.au 

8ZED.COM 








Graham's had a gutful of track closure, 
but he's got a solution 


I was Listening to a 

stand-up connedian the 
other day talking about 
gun Laws in Annerica when 
he just happened to 
nnention sonnething in-between 
gags about Annericans and guns 
that realty got nny attention. He 
said, ‘As a society, we have to all 
walk together at the speed of the 
slowest nnennber.” 

Mr Funny Man was referring 
to gun laws and the concept of 
responsible ownership, nnore 
precisely the fact that the 
nnajority’s high level of responsi- 
bility doesn’t count for anything 
if even the snnallest nninority 
couldn’t give a toss. It’s that 
snnallest nninority that we nnust 
collectively be accountable for, 
and like it or not, he has a very 
valid point. 

Junnp forward to this weekend 
just gone, I spent a trennendous 
tinne cannped on what is perhaps 
nny favourite stretch of beach in 
the south west. The sheltered 
bay allows for perfect conditions 
in alnnost any wind and swell, 
nneaning boats can be launched, 
abalone collected and crays 
dived for all year round (pernnits 
and seasons pernnitting of 
course). It really is as good as it 
sounds. Certainly the location is 
far fronn secret, but it is just 
tucked away enough that it rarely 
gets super busy. It does however 
attract, like so nnany places, the 
slowest and nnost reckless 
nnennbers of our society. 

Whether we like it or not, this 
place that is so special to nne, 
along with every place special to 


you, nnust be regulated to take 
into account the slowest and 
nnost reckless nnennbers of our 
society; the responsible actions 
of the nnajority nnean not a pinch 
if overshadowed by the slower 
nnoving nninority. 

Activities such as driving off 
fornned tracks, burning and 
leaving rubbish in cannpfires, 
ignoring bag linnits and loutish 
or flout-law behaviour are not 
those of the responsible 
nnajority, however that matters 
not because it’s a regular 
occurrence by the minority. As 
such we must all abide by laws 
set to govern not the majority, 
but the smallest elements of 
the minority. 

Next time there’s a gate 
across your favourite track, your 
local campsite is closed, your 
fishing season gets shortened or 
you are banned from a certain 
beach, raise you glasses and 
salute that 1% that do such a 
great job of stuffing it up for the 
rest of us. 

It bothers me to no end to 
have to accept that a knuckle 
dragging sub-species sets the 
guidelines for the way in which I 
must be governed. I also 
strongly believe that penalties 
currently in place for the 
majority of offences are way too 
lenient. There is ZERO deterrent 
for the idiots. 

As a society we get angry at 
having to live under laws biased 
towards the lowest common 
denominator, yet nobody seems 
to have an issue with punish- 
ments. I firmly believe we are 



too soft. There needs to be a 
strong and solid deterrent that 
makes the dumbest that walk 
among us stop and consider 
their actions. Should they be 
so slow as to not be able to 
rub sufficient neurons 
together to form a useful 
thought then the consequenc- 
es of their actions should be 
of benefit to the majority. 

Massive, long term commu- 
nity service sentences that 
involve every weekend for years 
at a time, working on a range 
of projects across society, 
would be of huge benefit to the 
public while at the same time 
keeping the dim witted out of 


harm’s way. I also feel the idea 
of having ones spare time 
taken up with rubbish removal 
and weed spraying for a few 
years for trashing a campsite 
would act as a fairly substantial 
deterrent for many. 

Of course, we are dealing with 
the dumbest of our members 
here so perhaps penalties and ^ 
deterrents just won’t stop all ^ 

anti-social behaviour. No ^ 

problem, my property could do g 

with as much free labour as I ^ 
can get; go ahead and litter the o 
beach. I’LL see you at 6am on ^ 

Saturday! That way I can g 

continue to work to live while 
you live to work! JBS- 


■-j 
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ICOM 


FOR ANY 
SITUATION 


The range of loom UHF CB radios are 
built tough for extreme environments. 

If you need communications equipment 
that is waterproof, dustproof and 
versatile, there is an Icom product 
to suite your needs. 


To find out more about loom’s UFH CB 
products email sales@icom.net.au 


www.icom.net.au 
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KONI Heavy Track Dampers 

Will rata rta panisbinm 



KONI adjustable Heavy Track 
Dampers ensure greater 
stability and stamina 
for off-road drivers and 
their vehicles. 

3 years unlimited 
km’s Warranty 


Call us for details of your local KONI outlet 



PiWi 


8 Trade Place, Vermont, Victoria 3133. 
Ph; (03) 9873 1722 Fax; (03) 9874 2200 
Email; topergtopertormance.com.au 

www.toperformance.com.au 







Simple Plug 
and Play 
Installation 


Super Large 8 
Touch-Screen 


10:09i OOcIBA «». 

MACQUARII STREET 197 


MAZDA E 

UPGRADE 
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Off-Road Maps 

Special Introductory Offer 

only $195 


POLARIS has developed a complete new 
Multimedia/GPS/Rear Vision System and more 
for the Mazda BT50 (2012/2015) Model B 32 Q 


www.mypolaris.com.au Phone: 1300 55 55 14 

Buy direct or from your participating local Auto Electrician or Auto Accessory Store 
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• Queensland’s largest Landrover dismantler 
• Extensive range of new and used parts 

• Trip Preparation 

• Range of quality used Landrover vehicles 

• Fully equipped workshop 

• Performance upgrades 

• Terrafirma Accessories 

• Petrol & Diesel LPG conversions 


P: 07 5445 1094, A: Bruce Hwy, Sunshine Coast, QLD F: 07 5445 5188 E: info@britishoffroad.com 

www.britishoffroail.com 
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WORDS BY SHAUN WHALE PHOTOGRAPHY BY 4WD ACTION 


Shauno's just ticked something off the never-ending list of things to add to the Dirty 30 


G eez, it’s a tough oLd gig 
working at 4WD Action. 
Just when you think 
you’ve got your truck 
setup the way you want 
it, sonne bugger sends in a photo 
of their truck, and it gives you an 
idea. “That’s pretty trick - just 
innagine if instead of this bit here, 
you did this, and added that, 
and...’’ And att of a sudden, the 
Dirty 30 I thought was atnnost 
finished, went back into the 
workshop! 

Since Noet and the boys up at 
Creative Conversions chopped 
the oLd girt into a ute. I’ve been 
running a beaut Jester Canopies 
canopy on the back. It’s 
heavy-duty as buggery. 


extrennety wett-buitt and houses 
everything I want - and then 
sonne - but she’s taken nnore 
than a few hits on the Last couple 
of tough trips. The nnore I keep 
pushing the 30 hard, the bigger 
the hits are gonna be, til I see 
nnyself destroying a beautiful 
canopy. And that’s not on! 

So it was over a few beers 
with nny nnate Josh at Mild2Wild 
4x4 up in Hervey Bay one night 
that we set about drawing up the 
plans for a new tray. The idea 
being that if I had a big touring 
trip conne up. I’d run the Jester 
canopy, but in between I’d stick 
her in the back corner of the 
shed and run the tough tray. Out 
canne the texta, and literally on 


the back of a beer carton we 
sketched out an idea. 

To say I was excited, would be 
like saying 4WDing’s a bit fun. Half 
an hour later we had this 
incredible nnaster-piece drawn, 
and geez you could alnnost put it 
straight into the connputer and 
laser-cut it straight fronn the 
sketch. As long as you didn’t nnind 
squiggly lines, a fair bit of crossed 
out areas and sonne spilled beer. 
Hey, it was 1 1 .30pnn after all! 

Unfortunately I needed to get 
back honne, so I left Josh with 
the big 30 and told him I’d call 
him in a week or two. He 
seemed pretty keen to get stuck 
into it, especially when I said to 
tell the bloke at the metal yard 


to send me the bill for the metal. 
Now the worst part I reckon is 
getting the update pics come 
through on my phone every day 
or so - it looks insane, and I 
can’t wait to see it in the flesh! 
Here’s how she’s looking so far 
- Josh is a gun on the end of a 
welder so this thing’s gonna be a 
worth of art I’m sure. 

Righto, that’s enough for the 
time being. I’ve gotta go work out 
how to rig a couple of block and 
tackles in the shed so I can swap 
these trays back and forth... 
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OVESCO Australia's Largest Automotive & Industrial Hardware Showroom's 


Authorised Distributor for souLhco 

Hcjdt pwiini 


NSW Showroom ^ 


19 Ferry Road 
Sandgate, NSW 

OLD Showroom 

Cnr. Spencer Road & Lawrence Drive 
Nerang, QLD 


ovesco.conn.au 


Secure Online Store 



BLACK DUCK 

SEAT COVERS 


PIONEERING 

SEAT PROTECTION 


• Australian made and owned 

• 1DD% satisfaction guarantee* 

• 12oz heavy duty canvas 

• Tailored fit 

• Water resistant 

• Safety - Certified side airbag compatible 
covers available for selected vehicles. 

Contact us online today! 


IBDO BD3 B25 


blackduck.com.au 


BRAND0NE2414 *Terms and conditions apply 





CAMPER TRAILERS 


Camptime Camper Trailers are the very first company to have the Cruiser. It integrates the design of caravan and pop up 
camper, which gives more internal living area and keeps most stuff off the ground. The Voyager is a deluxe version of rear 
folding hard floor, massive storage space, powerful electric supply, huge annex area and has user friendly design. Whether it 
is a weekend getaway or an ultimate outback adventure, Camptime Camper Trailers will help you live the dream! 


Phone 1300 SOO 90S 

SHOWROOMS: 19, Imboon Street, Deception Bay QLD 4508; 

8 Garner PI., Ingleburn NSW 2565; 14 Yellowbox Drive Craigieburn VIC 3064 
sales@camptime.com.au IMnAflAfaC^iriptilTIG-COlinadlJ || 
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YOUR ONE STOP JEEP & 4X4 SHOP 

Full fitting service for all products, suspension 
upgrades, servicing, accessory fitting, driving 
lights, bull bars, rock sliders, UHF radios, winches, 
reverse cameras, mag wheel and tyre packages, 
and much much more. 


XD-SaiES 
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FACTORY 8, 419=425 OLD GEELONG RD. HOPPERS CROSSING VIC 3029 


PHONE: (03) 9931 1160 • EMAIL: info@traxindustries.com.au 


F www.traxindustries.com.ai 
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Diesel Distributors Australia T/As Direction Plus 
P: 07 3727 8200 I E: hdpartsraddal.com.au 

www.dieseldistributors.com 
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COMMON RAIL DIESEL 
FILTRATION SOLUTIONS 


Direction Plus^"^ Fuel Manager kits - Serious protection for a serious problenn. Tough and reliable, 
backed by industry leading experience, knowledge and technology to deliver the highest level of 
protection against dirt and water contannination in your diesel fuel systenn. 

Direction Plus^"^ filtration systenns are the sanne OEM quality products used by over 70 OEMs worldwide 
including Caterpillar and Perkins. Everything you need for an easy install kit connes in the one box. 

THE BENEFITS: 

• Water stripping media designed for Australian specification Ultra Low Sulphur Diesel 

Z^: • Protect fuel injection and engine components from costly repairs. 

\ • Extends the life of your fuel system. 

• Replacement filters are available nationally. 

■ • Brackets are made for Australian conditions by Australians. . 

As the number 1 product of choice by Australians, why choose anything else! - 


DEMAND THE BEST - DEMAND DIRECTION PLUS 


FUEL MANAGER 






HOSPITAUTY 

People used to help each other out a lot more than they do today, says Dick 



D arwin was destroyed 
by Cyclone Tracy on 
Christnnas Eve in 
1974. That date marks 
a mass exodus from 
the northern outpost when 
people were evacuated by planes 
to all points south of the disaster. 
While others drove out if they had 
an undamaged vehicle, a few 
endured and lived a poverty-like 
existence to guard the few 
meager belongings they had left, 
mostly in makeshift shelters 
under the ruins of what was once 
their homes. The remaining few 
did it hard that wet season as the 
monsoon dumped almost two 
metres of rain on Darwin after 
Cyclone Tracy. There was little 
work because of the exodus and 
when the federal government 
decided that the best option was 
to bulldoze all the dwellings in 
the badly damaged suburbs. 


those who remained were told to 
pack up and get out. 

The wet was all but a memory 
on the 1975 Easter weekend. It 
was time to head into the Gulf to 
fish what remained of the 
run-off season and catch a few 
barramundi. Thus the Brummell 
and Eussen family were on the 
Barkly Highway to Gregory 
Downs looking forward to the 
long weekend. Just before the 
Torntonia Station turn-off to 
Burketown, we were waved 
down by a motorist who had only 
three tyres left on his Valiant. He 
had already blown the spare and 
was stuck. His wife and three 
children, plus all their belong- 
ings had put a lot of stress on 
the tyres. 

It turned out they had been 
forced to leave their damaged 
Darwin home by the authorities. 
The top of it had simply blown 


away; packing what they could 
they headed south for Brisbane. 
The plan was for one of us to turn 
back to Mount Isa and get a couple 
of tyres to get the family back on 
the road, but as things were done 
in those days a couple of beers 
before heading on the 200km 
round trip were in order. In the 
meantime the kids from the 
combined three families were 
having a whale of a time in the 
surrounding bush. 

My young bloke, Richard, 
turned up out of the scrub rolling 
a tyre on its rim that he had 
found. Partly flat and covered in 
grass, the tyre was fatter than 
the ones that their Valiant wore; 
but the rim was the same size! 
That was incredibly lucky as not 
that many Valiants roamed about 
the country. 

Us men took turns to pump 
the tyre with a foot-pump as 12V 


air compressors had not been 
invented yet. The bloke (I have 
long forgotten his name) was 
almost in tears as he handed me 
a new workshop vice in Darwin as 
thanks. He told me that it was 
just about all he had in the 
world. I handed him a $20 note, 
a lot of money in those days, 
but vices were not cheap 
either, so it was money well 
spent, and more importantly it 
would have gotten the family a 
long way towards getting to 
their Brisbane destination. 

I always remember that 
incredible stroke of luck finding a 
good tyre and rim that just 
happened to be laying in the bush, 
overgrown with grass, but ready 
and able to get a cyclone family 
back on track. That was the way 
we did things in the bush in those 
days, we were always willing to 
lend a hand. 



ROAD KILL HAZARDS 
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Abrasive sand, corrosive salt water 
and damaging UV rays aU tal^a their 
tott on your vehicLe^s intoriof. Give it 
Die protection it deserves with the 
Wet !&eat cover. 

The Wet Seat is a un Iversal 
wat erproef cover made From 
Neoprene. usE>d in the production of 
wel suits. 

To eLiminato the cover from sliding 
around on the seat base our covers 
are finished with a Sharkskin 
rubber backing. 

These exciting new covers are 

airbag Friendly^ abrasion-rosistaol, 

chennlcat-resisiant UVsafe, sinipte 

to fitfc clean and very comfortable. 

Universal in design but unique in 
application, "The Wet Seat ' allows 
for lh» covers to mould inlo the 
original seat shape, intricate 
stitching ensures the cover remains 
water proof and durable. 

ttiewetseat-com 
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PUNCTURES 
CAN CAUSE 

LEAKAGE 

AND EVENTUALLY BLOWOUTS 


Se? us at 



Think Safety Think Steeimate 

You can now do all your 4WD touring or day to day 
driving with one less worry on your mind. 

TYRE PRESSURE 
MONITORING SYSTEM 

Compatible with in-car Sat-Nav 
or a portable GPS (with AV input) tp- 05 e 







Integrate OE appearance 

Check the tyre pressure and temperature 
with a press of the button 

Pressure and temperature alarm 
option can be set 

Visual and audio warning 
Locking design for extra security 
Internal sensor (TP-05) optional 
Wireless technology 


tJJt* 
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TPMS compatible with Sat-Nav TP-05E 

Reverse camera input (optional). 
Reverse camera view appears on screen while reversing 
and goes back to map view when driving forward. 



Products available* at: 

*NOT ALL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AT EACH STORE 
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Enquiry: steelmate.au@bigpond.com 

Visit our website for more information regarding our products 


Australia & NZ 
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THE 

PAITH 


When ft comes to suspensions alt the major 
manufacturers believe rubber is best ' that's 
why they used it in the hfrst piacei They know 
ft makes for a smooth ride with less vibration 
and reduced wear and tear on other parts. 



So when it's time for replacement 
why would you use anything else? 

Keep the feith in rubber and fit Transgold rubber 
suspension parts - bushes, centre bearings and strut 
mounts. They're made as direct OEM replacements, 
carry a 12 month, 20,000km warranty and the range 
covers all major makes and models. Check out the 
website for retail stockists and specialised 4WD 
service centres near you. Enjoy the ride. 


TRJ^SGOLD 


WWW. transgo Id .com .au 



GET MORE OUT OF 

EVERY TANK 


\ 


How to fix high fuel consumption for good 


WORDS BY STEVE COLLINS, PHOTOGRAPHY BY 4WD ACTION 


P icture this, you’ve just 
bought a bog stock 
4WD and you’re getting 
1 4L/1 00km. After a few 
mods your economy 
has blown out to 18L/100 and you 
don’t know why - sound familiar? 
Most owners think poor fuel 
economy is the price we pay for 
driving a modified 4WD. Luckily, 
it’s not the case. These days you 
can have your off-road cake and 
eat it, too. 

The first, and probably the 
most common culprit is larger 
tyres. Stepping up from 31s to 35s 
is a huge leap, and it’s not 
uncommon to think you’re getting 
worse fuel economy as a result. 
But here’s the kicker - for the 
most part, you’re not actually 
losing a heap of fuel efficiency; 
you’re simply not registering all of 
the kilometres you drive. 

Take upgrading from 31s to 35s 
as an example. If our maths is 
right; that’s a 12.9% increase in 
overall circumference. Because 
your odometer works off 
revolutions, one revolution of a 
35in tyre is 12.9% more than a 
31 in tyre. So when your odometer 
says you’ve driven 1 00km 


(remembering it’s calibrated for 
31 in tyres), with 35s you’ve 
actually driven 1 1 2.9km. In fuel 
usage terms, if you started off 
with 31s getting 600km out of a 
90L tank, you’d have started with 
15L/100km. Now with 35s 
muddies (still on factory gearing) 
it’s totally normal to be getting 
only 520km or so out of a tank. 
While there are very slight losses 
caused by the increase in rolling 
resistance of the larger tyre, 
you’re not actually using as much 
more fuel as you first think, you’re 
just not registering all of the 
kilometres you drive. The fix is to 
regear the diffs to suit the larger 
tyres so your odo reads true, or 
work out how much biggeryour 
tyres are and factor it in to your 
calculations each time you fill up. 
For many popular 4WDs, you can 
buy a speedo correction box from 
someone like Marks 4WD 
Adaptors that will recalibrate your 
speedo once you input what size 
tyres you’re running. 

What about performance 
modifications like a chip and 
exhaust, or turbo upgrade - surely 
they’ll use more fuel? For the 
most part, if an engine is making 


more power it’s said to be more 
efficient. Each explosion during 
the power stroke packs more 
punch, and in-turn creates more 
torque. The key here is torque, 
because it’s the engine’s ability to 
make torque that enables it to 
turn the tyres. 

With more torque on tap, you 
don’t need to squeeze the skinny 
pedal quite as hard to get going. 
And post-performance upgrade 
fuel economy all comes down to 
how you use that new found 
power - if you drive like Colin 
McRae, of course the engine is 
going to use more fuel. But if you 
drive it like you always had; 
accelerating smoothly rather than 
revving the guts out of your 
engine - you’ll find you use less 
fuel than you ever had. 

What about lift kits and roof 
racks? Flow much of an effect 
does the aerodynamics of your 
4WD have on your fuel consump- 
tion? In short, a lot! Your best bet 
if super-low fuel economy is your 
aim is to keep everything low. 

Wind drag plays a huge part in 
opposing forward momentum, 
and it gets worse the faster you 
go. Testing we’ve done in the past 


has shown improving the airflow 
over the top of your 4WD can save 
over 1 L/1 00km. Of course, no one 
expects to remove their lift kit or 
roof rack. With your lift kit, 
consider how much driving you’ll 
be doing at highway speeds. If it’s 
a lot and you rarely see a weekend 
crawling up gnarly rock steps or 
battle deep ruts, then you probably 
don’t have a need for a big lift 
anyway. You’ll get 35s under a 
Patrol or Cruiser with a 2-3in lift, 
so any higher is only going to cost 
you more in fuel consumption. The 
same goes for packing your roof 
rack. Day-to-day; leave the swag 
at home in the shed, and when 
you do pack for a trip, strap it 
down low and at the back of the 
roof rack instead of up front. 
Anything you can do to reduce the 
front surface area of your 4WD, 
the more you’ll save on fuel. 

If you’re still not convinced 
here’s a real-world example. My 
turboed TD42 GQ has had a huge 
boost in power, runs a 4in lift and 
35in muddies - and still returns 
1 2L/1 00km every day (even less 
on the freeway). If this 2.5t brick 
can return figures like that... yours 
can too! m 
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$145 saves $8000 
diesel rebuild! 


Most Japanese diesels gunk up well 
before they wear out. Just look how 
filthy the oil can get. As soon as it 
stains your fingers, it has no ability to 
keep the engine clean. This happens 
because the oil gets completely 
saturated with soot, leaving the oil 
with no ability to keep the critical 
piston ring area clean. 

When this happens, you’d think it was 
worn out, and that’s when people 
waste $8000 or more rebuilding their 
diesel. Little did they know that for 
$145 they could have restored it to 
proper operating condition. 

“CEM identified this problem in the 
mid-1980’s and 26 years ago we 


developed the solution. We now save 
more engines from the scrap heap 
than anyone else in Australia” says 
Brid Walker, founder of CEM. 

OEM’s Flushing Oil Concentrate is the 
only product that thoroughly cleans 
heavily fouled piston rings as well as 
removing sludge. 

“l/l/e commonly see 3 litres of sludge 
removed from LandCruisers and 
Patrols. . ..it’s incredible how bad 
they get!” 


Common Rail Diesel injector rattle? 

Ask about our NEW 
CRD Fuel Enhancer NOW! 



Cteanpower fuel 
treatment lixes smoke, rough 
idfie, -power loss, hard startir>g and 
increases economy. Don't spend on 
tnlectqrs until you try Cleanpower! 

Chronic Overheating? 

My Nissan ran hot for 4 years, and 
woufd toii on the range. Nobody 
coutd fix it! Thefjnostats, leaning, 
bigger radiators were no use. C&M 
had the answer, and it was simpie. 
Ring them to find the schtfon,.. 


FOC/Gleftnpower is the best corrective and preventative maintenance avaiiabte for Jap dieseis. 


Cost Effective Maintenance Phone (07) 3376 6188 i 

F. (07) 3376 6199 ^ salesl^aisteffective.com.au 
order oniine: www.costeffective.com.au 2/1 a Qomn st [PO Box a77{ Sumner old a ^7 a 




ABR - sioewiNoeR 


WSTFiMUKOHmED 


Dual Batteries 


Compressors 


Isolators 


Reverse Cameras Chargers, Inverters & 12V Parts RAM 120 Compressor 

DEREK BESTER • DIRECT IMPORTER - ONLINE SHOP - FAST SHIPPING 


FREE^COWERSKnS 









INTRODUCING A REVOLUTION IN MOBILE AND OFF GRID POWER MANAGEMENT 


Integrated Power Systems 


GjW 



ALL IN ONE 


MPPT 

MPPT / PWM 

Solar Charge 
Controller 

PURE 

SINE 

Pure Sine 
Wave Inverter 

MULTI 

STAGE 

Multi-Stage 

Battery Charger 

MAINS 

toT 

Integrate with 
Mains Power 

LCD 

LCD 

Control Panel 

AUTO 

fj 

GEN 

Auto-Start 

Generator 

Functionality 

DATA 

Monitoring & 

A 



Data Recording 
Software 


And more! 



Giant Power Integrated Power Systems (IPS) are the ultimate all-in-one 
unit for managing solar and battery systems. Each IPS combines the 
functionality of a solar charge controller, pure sine wave inverter, and 
multi-stage AC battery charger into one central unit, eliminating the 
need for numerous devices and excess cabling. Ideal for portable power 
setups such as caravans or motorhomes, and offgrid power setups in 
remote locations. 


GIANT 


FIND YOUR LOCAL DEALER AT WWW.GIANTPOWER.COM.AU 
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Oapmu Chaos HSRe! 


Graham has convinced the guys H 
to come on another adventure. H 
This time he needs your help to V 
battle through Victoria! You can ■ 
help him by completing this 1 

issues maze. I also added a “Spot 
the Difference” photo where you 
need to circle the bits missing 
from the photo. When you’re done 
head towww.4wdaction.com.au/ 
kidscorner for the answers. Don’t 
forget to let me know how you went 
with it and get your mum or dad to 
take a photo of you next to your 4WD or 
draw me a picture of your favourite 
4WD so we can all see what you go 
bush in! While you have your thinking 
caps on, don’t forget to write me a few 
words telling me what you go bush in 
and where you’ve been! 

On’ya kids! 


Due to the enormous 
amount of mail I 
receivOp I can no longer 
send all of your letters 
back to yoUp so please 
take a photo or scan 
it into your computer 
before you send it. 


IkIdS, send your work in JOi^ 

^ Captain Chaos ^ 
q c/o 4WD Action Magazine 
S 37 Carnarvon St, - r 
? Silverwater, NSW 2128 
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Now you ca-n help your panenls plan your next irkp. Every lucky 
person who gets their letter published scores a beaut Kids 
Travel Allas and Children's Map o( the Vforld puzzle, so make 
sure you write in to the magazine for your chance lo win' 

Don't forgQl lo add your contact details and parenis' 
phonfl numbers so we can make sure we got (he prizes 
to you. Now you can start exploring Australia with 
your very own Herna attas! 


Metna 



BAILEY BRYCE 


“This is one of my favourite shots taken 
from a recent six week father and son trip 
up the cape. In the photo we have my 8 
year oLd son Baitey and our much 
Loved HiLux. This shot was taken on the 
stunning beach at the Pennefather, just 
north of Weipa.” - Brendon Bryce 

G'day Brendon and G'day Bailey, thanks 
for sending that photo in, I reckon it is 
fantastic! How good are father and son 
trips? Particularly when you get to go to 
the Cape! - Captain Chaos 


0R70? 

Keep your eyes peeled! Somewhere in 
this issue, Orto is hiding. We’U give 
you a cLue - he’s hiding somewhere 
near a coot custom 4WD. If you can 
find where he is, jump onto www. 
askorto.com and send him an email 
with your name, address, phone 
number, and which page you think 
Orto is. The winner this issue 
wiU receive a Thumper air 
compressor worth $149 for your 
mum and dad’s 4WD! 









ASHA AND RYLEE 
FOTHERGILL 


Hf CARTAffi/ Chaos. 




“This is a picture of our two girts Rytee & Asha, trying to get a bit of 
flex," writes Bee. “Asha was diagnosed with Acute Lynnphobtastic 
Leukaennia in 2013. During her nnost intense treatnnent we were 
required to travel 600knn a week, which as you can innagine took its 
toll ennotionally and financially. 

Although Asha still receives chennotherapy, she is stoked to be 
able to get outside and get dirty again. The girls love nothing nnore 
than going out in Daddy’s truck on the weekends to find sonne nnud. 
It’s a great way to spend quality fannily tinne and we hope the girls 
continue their love of 4WDing. - Bee and Shaun 

Hi Asha and Rylee, what an awesome photo! I bet you Love your 
little 4WD. When you're a bit older do you think you'll get yellow 
trucks to match this one? Make sure you keep in touch - next time 
send in a picture of you in your dad's truck! - Captain Chaos 
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ELLIS DENTON 

0£AR Captmiv Chaos. 


“Ellis and his dad Wayne love the nnag and DVD,” Writes Jenna. 
“They buy every edition. His dad works long hours on a cray boat 
so the DVD is sonnething that gives thenn sonne tinne together. 

Ellis has a real interest in 4WDs and since he was two he could 
explain everything about thenn. He loves building 4WDs out of 
Lego and driving his 12V 4WD around the yard.” - Jenna Denton 

G'day Ellis, you've made such a cool 4WD there, I can't wait to see 
your next creation! It's good to hear you love watching the DVDs 
with your dad and I am sure you'll enjoy watching Graham in 
Victoria this issue! - Captain Chaos 
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WANT MORE 4WD ACTION IN YOUR LIFE? 

SUBSCRIBE! 

SAVE YOURSELF TIME, MONEY & HASSLE 



15 ISSUES 
NORMALLY $149.25 

TODAY ONLY 

^ 111.75 

|$7.45 A COPY! 


SAVE UP TO 

^ 37.50 

IFYOU ORDER 
BEFORE 30.06.2015 


THAIS OVER 

25% OFF 

THE FULL PRIOE 

AND ABSOLUTELY NO 
PRICE INCREASES 
FOR THE DURATION OF 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION! 






SUBSCRIBERS 
RECIEVE MUCH 
MORE THAN JUST 
A MAGAZINE... 


BE PART OF 
AUSTRALIA’S 
LARGEST 4WD 
GOMMUNITY 



FREE 

DELIVERY STRAIGHT 
TO YOUR FRONT DOOR 



WWW.4WDACTION.COM.au free CALL 1800 801 647 


FREE POST 
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NEWPRODUCTS 

Got a new and exciting 4WD product that you’d Like to tell the world about? 

We’re always on the hunt for new and exciting 4WD products to review or write about in 4WD Action nnagazine. 

It doesn’t nnatter how big or snnall your product is, if it’s new - we want to hear about it and so do Aussie 4WDers! 

How do you get your product featured? Simply send us an email with a brief description and good quality 
image of your product to products(d4wdaction.com.au. 



OFF ROAD DESIGNS RAPTOR RACKS 

Traction aids are beconning increasingly popular annongst 
4WDers these days, and it’s pretty easy to see why. Having a 
quick and easy solution on hand in a recovery situation can 
often nnean the difference between a successful recovery and 
a disaster. 

Off Road Designs has recently conne up with the Raptor 
Racks nnounting systenn for the MAXTRAX MKII. It incorporates 
an easy fit kit, is nnade fronn super light and tough as nails 
nnaterials, and has quick release nnounting pins. This nneans 


you don’t have to spend precious tinne fiddling with nuts and bolts 
while your pride and joy sits in that bog hole or halfway up to the 
sills in sand. The kit is also connpletely rennovable and can be 
mounted in a variety of different ways on roof racks or cages. Off 
Road Designs also make a mounting system for TRED boards. 

Raptor racks are now available for $109.95 
and $129.95. If you're keen to find out more 
head to www.4x4designs.com.au 








OFF ROAD DOWNUNDER GENERATOR SLIDE 



If you have just spent your hard earned on a 
new generator and want to Look after it, 
chances are you would want to put it on a 
slide. That way you don’t have to keep 
shuffling the generator around and risk it 
being dannaged. 

The Off Road Downunder Generator slide 
enables you to safely slide your generator in 
and out of your truck. No nnore lifting and 
nnoving, sinnply slide and start. While it was 
originally designed for a caravan, the slide can 
be easily bolted to the back of a 4WD. 

The slide is specifically designed for the 
Honda EU20i, but will acconnnnodate other 
brands of sinnilar size. It connes with nnounting 
holes, so you can safely bolt your generator 
down. This nneans that restraint straps aren’t 
needed and provides a great level of security for 
your generator. Rated to 125 kilogranns and built 
in Australia, this generator slide could greatly 
innprove your cannp setup when you’re out bush. 


The Off Road Downunder generator slide has 
a RRP of $269.95. For more information head 
on over to www.offroaddownunder.com.au 




TRANSGOLD RUDDER 
SUSPENSION RANGE 

If you’re due to replace any suspension 
bushes in the near future, then check 
out Transgold’s range of rubber 
suspension parts. They currently stock 
700 different part varieties, so they’re 
alnnost guaranteed to have rubber 
suspension parts for your 4WD. Their 
products are designed as direct OEM 
replacennents. 

This nneans they perfornn in the 
exact sanne way as the factory bits, so 
you don’t change how your 4WD rides. 

You even get a one year 20,000knn 
warranty on all replacennent parts and 
they are available fronn nnost good auto 
parts suppliers. 

For more information jump on to 
www.transgold.com.au or call 
(02) 9622 8850 


I 
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ARKFAK 715 AND 730 


A good supply of power is something we all need off-road. 
Whether it’s for keeping your favourite bevy cold in a fridge, or a 
bit of extra light when you’re cooking, the ability to charge and 
power your camping accessories is almost essential to any 
camping setup. 

ARK Corporation has recently released the new ARKPAK 715 
and ARKPAK 730. These little beauties are portable, which 
means you can have them exactly where you need them for 
powering your gear. They can even be charged through your 1 2 
Volt vehicle socket. 

The ARKPAK 715 packs a 1 50W inverter, USB, 12V sockets 
and even has an isolator switch to keep your stuff safe. The 
ARKPAK 730 boasts a 300W inverter, external battery terminals 
for charging and has its own battery management system. 

The ARKPAK 715 is available for $469 and the ARKPAK 730 
for $549 


To find out more check out www.arkcorp.conn.au 
or call (02) 9678 9036 





OUTDOOR CONNECTION 
BURLY LUMBAR CHAIR 

Sitting around the cannpfire in your cannp 
chair after a cracking day of 4WDing and 
solving the worlds’ problenns with your 
nnates has got to be one of the best parts 
about heading bush. Outdoor Connection’s 
new Burly Lunnbar Chair is a king size 
version of their popular lunnbar chair which 
they have had in their product range for 
over 10 years. 

It has a 160kg weight linnit thanks to the 
22nnnn dianneter steel pipe franning and 
double layered polyester fabric. This ripper 
of a chair even connes with adjustable 
lunnbar support. 

To find out more about the Burly 
Lumbar Chair then head to 
www.outdoorconnection.com.au or 
give them a call on (07) 3715 8400 
The RRP is $89.90 


NEWPRODUCTS 




WHOLESALE AUTOMATICS 
NISSAN PATROL CONVERSION 

Wholesale Autonnatic Transnnissions has just released their 
cracking new conversion kit for Manual to Autonnatic Nissan 
GQ and GU Patrol conversions. The kit itself is connprehensive. 
It includes: 

• A full Auto to nnanual conversion using a nnodified ‘Heavy 
Duty Extrenne’ Nissan auto transnnission 

• Heavy duty ‘Nonnad’ Valve Body assennbly to replace the 
standard GQ and GU Patrol unit 

• For Connnnon Rail engines - a heavy duty 

kiln bronzed nnodified torque converter to innprove fuel 
econonny and reduce transnnission running tennperatures 

• Connplete genuine Nissan interior assennbly conversion 

• A lock up nnanual control switch for towing and steep off 
road descents while 4WDing 

• Connplete transnnission controller to nnonitor transnnission 
operation including tennperature, current gear, auto to 
nnanual nnode and throttle position as you drive 

• High capacity twin heavy duty auto transnnission coolers 

Plus heaps nnore for a professional factory finish look. 

If you're interested in Wholesale's new conversion 
kit for the Nissan GQ and GU Patrol, then give them 
a call on (03) 9762 8004 or head over to 
www.automatictransmission.com.au 
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SPECIALISING IN BASH PLATES & DUAL BATTERY KITS 


45 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE IN THE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 
• PRODUCTS FOR A WIDE RANGE OF VEHICLES 
• OUR OWN UNIQUE DESIGN 
• BUILT BASHA TOUGH! 

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE OR SIMPLY GIVE US A CALL! 
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PLAZMAMAN 4X4 D40 NAVARA/PATHFINDER 

TURBO HOT PIPE UPGRADES 


MODELS TO SUIT k 2005 - 2006 2.5L 
k. 2007 - 201 1 2.5L 

L 201 1 + 2.5L WITH SPECIAL CIRCLIP FITTING 
^ 550 3.0L V6 / 2.5L 4CYL MODELS 

CNC AAANDREL BENT PIPE TO REPLACE FACTORY HOSE 
PRONE TO EXPANDING 

GET IMPROVED TURBO RESPONSE AND RELIABILITY! 
DESIGNED AND AAADE IN AUSTRALIA 


TO ORDER YOURS TODAY: 

www.plazmaman.com 


PLAZMAMA 



Phone; +61 02 9725 1728 
Email: sales@plazmaman.com 




: QUEENSLAIID PATROLS 



Fax: 07 43SB 5333 
Email: infa@qlilcruisers.cam.au 


Ejsmmmniimi 


16B-171 Denison Street 
Rockhampton OLD 47DD 


IN NEW ac USED PARTS 

Our services include 

Reconditoned parts! 
Australia wide shipping 


We list all vehicles being wrecked at 

www.queensiandpatrols.com.au 


Linked ta a^er SO other wreckers allowing us 
to meet our customer sert^lce needs 


COMTJKCT US TODAY! 


163 DENISON ST, ROCKHAMPTON OLD 


OR FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


!MEW & USED PARTS 

NISSAN 4X4 

SPECtAUSTS 

SPECIALI 




Gauges designed to monitor dual 
voltage, water and fuel systems 


VDO dual voltage, water and fuel digital gauges are designed to perform at the highest 
accuracy and endure Australia’s tough 4WD conditions. 

Dual Voltage gauge features: 

• Monitor dual battery system. 

• Suitable for 1 2V applications and it has B1 & B2 with two separate display in 
bargraph format to monitor a dual battery system. 

Dual Fuel gauge features: 

• Real-time reading of fuel quantity of two separate tanks. 

• Suitable for 12V applications and it has T1 & T2 with two separate display in 
bargraph format to show the fuel quantity of each tank unit. 

• Ideally suitable for long range tanks. 

• Will operate two different resistive fuel senders. 


Tel: 03 9468 1151 
www.vdo.net.au 


VDO 

Continental Pty Ltd. 

2 Scholar Drive Bundoora Victoria 3083 


www.4wdaction.com.au 





Hema 


• 40,000+ interactive Points of 
Interest (POIs) 

• Real-time weather forecasts & 
rain radar 

• Record tracks, waypoints and routes 

• Take geo-tagged photos 

• Sync and share trip profiles online 
with the Hema Explorer Cloud 


For more information, visit 
www.hemamaps.com.au. 


That's top value for just sending 
in a picture and a few words for 
an opportunity to win! Terms 
and conditions can be found at 
www.4wdaction.com.au/driverprofiles. 


Thanks to the guys at Hema, we have an 
Explorer App for Andriod or iOS devices 
to give away each issue. 

Hema Explorer combines 
navigation and interactive content 
with connection to the Hema 
Explorer Cloud to empower 
touring, 4WD and camping 
adventures like never before. 


Reliable Hema 
maps 
• Australia- 
terrain, satellite 
and street 
mapping 


We'd love to see you and your truck! 
Simply send us an image of yourself 
and your pride and joy along with a 
description of why you love your 
fourby, and what you have done to 
It. Be as creative as possible! 

Be sure to include a little 
information about yourself, and 
where you like to go when you 
head off-road. Send your emails to 

editorialfB4wdaction.com.au 
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ANTOINETAND 
RONNIE'S GU PATROL 



“Hi, we’ve just been on a 4WD adventure 
fronn Madura Pass to Israelite Bay in 
Western Australia," writes Antoinet. “My 
partner Ronnie & I drove the Nissan Patrol 
and a friend of ours rode his Suzuki 
DRZ400. We took the very overgrown Old 
Telegraph Track fronn the Bird Observatory 
to Twilight Cove. The Bilbunya Dunes were 
absolutely annazing, just like Twilight Cove 
and Toolina Cove. Here’s a photo of our 
Nissan on one of the dry salt lakes near 
Israelite Bay and Ronnie and nnyself at Too- 
lina Cove in WA.” 

Antoinet Glazema, via Email 
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“This was taken on nny recent trip to Conondate National Park in 
Queensland,” Dean tells us. “I’ve nnodified nny 2010 Challenger for 
touring by adding sonne Bridgestone all-terrain tyres, a XRAY LED 
light bar and TJM XGS suspension. For nny cannping set-up I have 
also installed a Waeco CFX fridge on a fridge slide with an Arkpak 
for power, Featherlite roof top tent and awning, custonn built rear 
drawers and cargo barrier. I’nn hoping to connplete a trip to Fraser 
Island early this year and hopefully another trip out to Birdsville 
later on in the year.” 

Dean Porter, via Email 



“This is nny current 4WD bought two years ago locally in 
Tasnnania,” writes Jackson. “It’s a ‘99 Discovery with a throaty 
3.9 V8 under the bonnet. When I bought the truck it had already 
been nnodified for off-road but hadn’t seen a lot of action yet. It 
had the powerful V8, coils all ‘round and a decent set of Cooper 
STTs providing the traction. Since buying it I have toured 
Tasnnania, sonne parts of Victoria, and have also ventured 
across the Nullarbor. I have set to nnodifying the Disco by 
conducting a top end rebuild with sonne good nnates to connbat a 
leaky head gasket. We’ve also built a custonn rear bar and rock 
sliders, fitted steel rinns, cut the guards and fitted the APT 
Fabrication flares. An alloy radiator and twin Falcon thernno 
fans keep her cool and nny all-tinne favourite part - the straight 
through 2. Sin exhaust.” 

Jackson Cashion, via Email 



“Thought I’d send in a picture of nny two week old FliLux getting 
dusty for the first tinne,” writes Mark. “Gleesons Landing on 
Yorkes Peninsula, SA is a great cannp spot that I’ve been going to 
for about 15 years, and now I get to bring nny son along for his first 
sleep in a swag. The night was so clear that we didn’t even have to 
roll out the awning. At present, the ‘Lux is only slightly nnodified, 
with an ARB bullbar, HID spotties, GME radio, canopy, roof bars, 
the awning, and a Engel 60L sitting in the ute. Future nnods 
include a roof basket, 2in lift, and soon I hope to get rid of those 
factory tyres and get sonne all terrains on there.” 

Mark Maxted, Adelaide SA 



LACHLAN SOHN'S HILUX 

“Hi, nny nanne is Lachlan Sohn and I ann 16 years old. I’nn on nny 
L’s and I’ve just bought nnyself a little rig. It’s nny pride and joy 
and my number plate says it all (ILUBMUD). It’s a 1985 Toyota 
HiLux with a 2.2L petrol 4Y. It’s running a 2in lift with 31 in 
muddies, and I just can’t wait until I get to explore the tracks in 
the NT!” 

Lachlan Sohn, via email 
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The exciting new Ana 1 and Ana 2 air pole tents are available now. These tents do not have the traditional fibreglass or steel poles 
but have new innovative air poles that you pump up. Quick and easy to set up but very stable, these are the tents of the future. 


www.outdoorconnection.conn*au 
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brought TO VOUfiY 


“This is my mate Michael Gillies' ^ 
truck,” writes Jamie. "We did the \ 
Capeoverfourweeksin Juneof . _. 

2014, something like 7000km /\ 

travelled. This particular spot was at / ' 

Canal Creek as you come out north.- 
bound. This was not a chicken track, 
and although the steep white clay incline 
looked reasonably firm, that wasn't the 
case. As the left wheels dropped into the 
white mud hole the Defender fell to its side 
and we had to winch out. We strapped a tree 
diagonal to the driver's side to pull the truck 
down on four wheels and kept the tension as 
we reversed using both lockers to get out. 
There was some rear quarter panel damage 
and a bent exhaust tip. it matches the other 
quarter panel now!” 



"A couple of mates and I headed out to our usual local bog hole for an after 
work play session,” writes Andrew. "We came across these young fellas 
that seemed to have found themselves bogged in the stink-water with no 
way of recovery. We made them dig out and remove the towbar gooseneck 
so that we could attach a snatch strap and tug them out. It made for a 
funny afternoon as the jokes were coming thick and fast.” Lucky you came 
along Andrew, wonder what their plan was if you didn't? 



/(A/Mffv Costa 

VIA EMAIL 
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e’ve all been 
there, so show 
the world your 
best ‘Oops’ 
nnonnent! It 
doesn’t nnatter if you got yourself 
bogged because you thought the 
nnud wasn’t that deep, or if you 
ended up on your chassis rails 
after taking the 
wrong line 
through a 


tricky section of track. If it nnade 
you say ‘Oops!’, then it belongs 
here on these pages! 

Send thenn through to us and 
get thenn published in these very 
pages. We’ll send the winning 
shot a free Hercules Recovery Kit, 
courtesy of 4WD Supacentre. With 
an 8000kg snatch strap, hitch 
receiver and a host of other 




goodies, you’ll be out of strife and 
back on the track in no tinne. 

Ennail your photos to 
oopsfd4wdaction.conn.au. Ternns 
and conditions can be found at 
www.4wdaction.conn.au. 
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'"My oops moment was a few months ago when I had just purchased my 
2004 Nissan Patrol 4.2 coil-cab ute,” says Jack. '"Some mates headed 
to the local powerline track at about 9pm and before long I had 
somehow convinced myself to try the first mud hole. Didn't turn out to 
be a good idea once my wheels were spinning on the bottom and water 
started to come in. My mates took their time to hook up the snatch 
strap Just to rub it in." 


OC/fi OOPS MOMPMT 

In this issue's Epic DVD trip Graham put our rebuilt GU through its 
paces, and as you can see he wasn't holding back. The exit on this mud 
hole proved too steep and the GU came to a stop on its chassis. So out 
came the DominSr to pull him out, no trouble. Graham must really be 
missing Shorty's ramp-over angle! 



“This was the result of exploring Bruny Island's forestry and logging 
areas in my very first 4WD," writes Jackson. “Shortly after driving into 
this track I realised the remainder of the track would not be passable in 
my mildly modified Pajero. The hitch came when I went to turn around 
and I started sliding off the track down an embankment towards the 
trees. Unfortunately I ended up resting against this tree while trying to 
get out. At this point I had to ring my Dad who was working down on the 
island at the time and had a well-equipped work 4WD. When he tried to 
get close enough to pull me out he also ended up sliding down the 
bank. He winched himself into a better position and recovered me 
easily. I ended up with some panel damage and a damaged ego!" 



“A mate and I thought we would kill some time through the day by taking 
my Isuzu D-MAX out fora run in the bush," Luke tells us. “After traversing 
a fairly ordinary track we came upon a steep, slippery incline. We walked 
the track first to pick our line as I don't have a winch yet, then having 
attempted to climb the hill a few times unsuccessfully, I put it in second 
gear low range and gave it the berries. It cost me a tyre but luckily that 
was all. After a quick tyre change, a new strategy and the use of my 
MaxTrax, we got up the hill safely. I think I'll invest in a winch now but it 
definitely was my 'oops moment'!" 




IDUCTS & SERVICES FOR 4WIIERS 






TUFF-A-GEAR.COM.AU 


IN 



For Australia's best range of underbody water tanks. 


underbody tool boxes and Tuff-A-Boxes 



SOLCheckerpiate Water Tank T900 Lowline Tuff-A-Box 

Universal left & right hand side fit H See more sizes & colours online 




Caring for the planet 
d its people with a passion 


BUY ONLINE AND SAVE! 

SHIPPING AUSTRALIA WIDE DAILY 

FREEC ALL 1 800 069 805 m 

www.gough.com.au i 



1300 GO 22 30 

Visit our website for fuil kit detaiis 


QUAP BREATHER 
EXTENPERKIT 
{^i^ORPIONJ 


,0W i^OOlANT, 
HANP^RAKE 
^ HEAPLim 
ALARM (VERVET) 


sales@hardcandy4x4.com.au 

www.harclcancly4x4.com.au ■■ V 



before the next big trip 


Everything you need 


Recovery Gear Roof Rocks g 

Wheels & Tyres Awnings ^ 

Rocker Switches Duoi Battery Kit 

UHF Batteries 

Exhausts 


Bullbars 
LED Light Bars 
Winches 
Snorkeis 


• Installation • Servicing • Repairs • Advice 


2/286 Old Cleveland Rd East, Capalaba QLD 4157 

Ph: 0430 015 316 
www.rapid4x4.com.au 




• Service and Repairs to 4WD’s 
(backed by a Nation Wide Warranty) 

• Supply of a range of Practical 
’’1 Camping Equipment 



CLEVE 4WD & CAMPING CENTRE 

40-42 Fourth St Cleve, SA 5460 

Phone: 08 8628 2191 

Email: c4wdcc@bigpond.net.au 

www.c4wdcc.com 









TO ADVERTISE HERE CONTACT (02) 871 9 3617 



4X4 BREATHER KITS 


Australian liesigned and made 


Complete kits include all 
tube artd hardware 
for mo5t4WE}'s 

Avoilobte anodised 
eiV£ or SLACK 

Sold and Fitted at your ^ 

favourite 4WD shop 

Also available online - 
www«diffbreathers.cam.au 


po you ueeu Berre^ 
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Hiclone & Pulstar Pulse 
Plugs Can Give It To You! 



Hiclone 

For Petrol, Diesel 
and Turbo Vehicles 

Gives You 

» Up To 15% More Power 
» Up To 23% Better Fuel Economy 
» 60 Day Money Back Guarantee 

Over 5,000,000 Units 
Sold Worldwide 


Pulstor Pulse 
Plugs 

"The Worlds most 
Powerful Spark Plug" 

Designed and Tested to Provide 
161,000 Km. of Performance Life 

• Greater Engine Torque - up to 9% 

• Greater Horsepower - up to 7% 

• Better Fuel Economy - up to 10% 

• Quicker Throttle Response 


Together or apart these products can give you 
great Improvements in Power and Economy 

Call 1800 083 460 For a Free Info Pack 



RJA Wholesalers are the Australian importers for Hammaka 
including their Trailer Hitch Combo Stand and Chairs. 


Visit our website for more information: 

www.rjawholesalers.com.au 



ftA e.yi f 


SPLIT 
BOOTS 


SuHst 
78, 79, 80, 
100, LDJ 70 


i/' Proleci the nxpased Tnyobi swivel houa fng. 
yi^ Prevent grit abrasion, pitting 6 seal damage. 


GEARLESS CENTRE DIFFERENTIAL 

STOPS SiKO AXLE HUMDUSP 

Transfer case Torque Balancer - Landcruiser P/Time to F/Time 4WD. 
No more windup. Drives like a 4WD wagon. 

ALSO NO SPIN DETROIT LOCKERS 


CMLL OUR SALES DEPT. TODAYI 


Hume Rewve Court, 
Nortti GaBkmg. Vic. 3215 
PflOftfl: (03J 5272 2844 
Fax: (03) 5272 2^33 

wwwjflMflfigdviiamlcR.UEii 




PRODUCTS & SERUICES FOR 4WDERS 
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THE TRAVEL BUDDY IS 
A STURDY DVEN THAT YDU 
CAN TAKE ANYWHERE •Australian Made 


12 VOLT 
MARINE OVEN 


12 VOLT 
OVEN ■ 


24 VOLT 
OVEN 




CEi^TPre 


> 4WD ONE STOP SHOP > SERVICE, REPAIRS & ACCESSORIES 
> COMMERCIAL S TRUCK SERVICE S REPAIRS 
> RWC INSPECTIONS for CARS & LIGHT COMMERCIALS 

3> Pre/post trip inspections > suspension upgrades > tyres 
> air conditioning servicing/repairs > safety checks 

Whatever is needed we can arrange 

We can also do boat & trailer servicing/repairs 


4 Powlett Street MOORABBIN VIC 
WWW. bhmautomo't ive.com.au 



VGWNiihV^ 


DUAL BATTERY TRAYS 
FRIDGE SLIDES 

PX RANGER DUAL BAHERY SOLUTIONS 
GENERATOR SLIDES 
HEAVY DUTY DRAW SLIDERS 
ELECTRONIC ACCESSORIES 


fpif syor/flg is retameif but supptemeifteii witb u coil 
moWiicb takes over mcb of tiie toad beariitg lasts 


ASOnERRIDE^ 

IS om ONE or 

THE BENEFITS 

ornTTiNccoiis 


Mncfsas«sv$liideda&i1itY 
: Incrmta tieip and dearance 
KS^tcpslowInssag 
V Wi?r» cwfilliftaJile rite ^ 

Ir Incfsase hN4 capaciHMlBaniljness 

s 






r.\ Ph : (03) 9723 3809 

tJ- ' Fac, 2j'43 Vinter Ave, Croydon Vic. 3 1 36 
WWW. £)utbackau$p e-nsiOft-C om..a u 


View our entire range online 
www.offroaddownunder.com.au 


4WD ACCESSORIES 

www.offroadc -^undencom.au 








TO ADVERTISE HERE CONTACT (02) 871 9 3617 
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Call David Adams [m]: 0422 699 546 [e]:david@dgawelding.com.au 


Visit our website to view our gallery and service we can offer. 

www.dgawelding.com.au 



» Standard to Heavy Duty Clutches & more. . . 
> Complete rebuilding service - all brands 
» Large range of flywheels - Dual mass 
conversion kits Patrol Navara BT5Q & more. 
» Flywheels grinding & complete balancing 
» New brake sales jJJ 

» Fitting service available \S 




39 Crosby Road, Albion QLD 4010 I Phone: 07 3862 2680 I Fax: 07 3262 9250 


Email: sales@directclutch.com.au 


iwww.directclutch.com.au 



O&BS 




Don’t get caught with a rear window broken 
by stones rebounding from your trailer. 

Contact Mike or Sue O'Brien j 

03 9743 1351 - 0427 513 437 - 0418 513 437 I 

www.obiesoutback.com.au 



r nfl H f 1 - 0 - 4^ rm?? rm 

p nrbtw^nffr^frrTbrfi 
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LIKE ANY GOOD DESTINATION QUALITY AND 
SERVICE ARE WORTH TRAVELLING FOR 

Don’t be fooled! Scotch locks, speaker wire & tape won’t solve your 
electrical needs. Talk to the specialists BEFORE you go anywhere!^ 


/f • APVEVTOliEl 

#, AUTO ELECTRICS ■ 


Dual Battery Systems 

Aux Power Sockets 

Coilrite Air Bags 

Electronic Rust Protection 

Reverse Camera Kits 

Aux Fuel Tanks 

Solar Panels & Regs 

Tuneit Diesel Chips 

Winches 

Suspension Upgrades 

Spot Lights 

Roof Racks 

Hayman Reece Tow Bars 

UHF Radios 

Bull Bars 

Volt Amp Meters 

Safari Snorkels 

Awnings 

LED Work Lights 

Chargers/Inverters 

Car Audio 

Fully equipped workshop with Qualified Tradesman 

Special PRE-TRIP Inspection only $99 

4WD or Caravan $189 for BOTH ■ 


rffF(6>7)'52B^45‘54 


wwvv.APV^ru^i/ro^^TRi^s.^oM.w 


m PRODUCTS & SERVICES FOR 4WDERS 

















ON THE 
SHELVES 
& ONLINE 
. 16/W16 


iBOOMi 


. SPECIAL 
ANZAC DAY 
EDITION: 


SEFJfQURs 


JOUR DOOR 


next ISSUE IN 


rf9 A I. / A IV 


u/nym 


FOUR DEFENCE 
FORCE MEMBERS’ 
INCREDIBLE 4WDS! 


COMMON RAIL 


ON NEXT ISSUERS DVD! 

MORETON . 

ISLAND MAGIC! ^ 

Graham and Shauno put QLD's 
then’ 4WD island to the tes 


BUILD THE ULTIMATE 
IFS 100 SERIES 

FIT A CENTRE-CONSOLE FRIDGE 
MAKE YOUR OLD 4WD FEEL LIKE NEW! 
SAT PHONES AND EPIRBS EXPLAINED 

AND HEAPS MORE! *Correct at time of publication 


GMT \\ BEJ YOUK Fffff 4MID ACTIOH FIX RIEHT HOW! 

HfillTO // great PRIZES - EXCLUSIVE VIDEOS - BEHIND-THE-SCENES! 

WhIIs n WWW.4WDACTI0N.C0M.au/NEWSLETTER 
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ilfant thah 


in 



Cornell's 


t the folefront of the latest technology 


1 Servicing die^l fuel tnjeclion pumps dnd 
injectprsn mechanical and el^CTmnic systems 

2 Comm^sn Rail specialist for OEMSO, BOSCH. DELPHI and SIEMENS 

3 Specialist i n diagnostic a nd repair gf d iesel vehicles 

A Servicing large engine fuel system lOOOhp to 36.0CK)ihp 

5 Exchafige pu mps a nd i njectors for popu la r models for cars/ 
trucks/4WI>sv'bu4es/machinery etc 

6 Steinbauer power modules for electronic diesel engines 

7 Turbochargers and turbo kits ava I labfe 

Auihorh^d deaters for 



ITEIMiJlMC* 


l-iNormanbyAve Fex (03)931Z163J 

u Sunshme West Vk 3020 Email sale5@comells.com.au 

$ Phone (03 1 93121288 Web w\MW.cornells.com.au 


ZCXCL 
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Specialists in Diesel Fuei injection 





G«t tti0 most dltI of your fnc^ge - View a range of ajODessories, handy tips, FAQ, netaifar search- end more; 

FreecaN lBOO 21 21 

www.waeco.com.au/c1x 


INSPIRED BY COMFORT 


UIRECO 

by Dom&tic GROUP 










